
1909. VANCOUVICR, B. O. Anzmusnor op Onsr. 82. 
• INCORPORATION. 

CHAPTER 62. 

An Act to create the Roman Catholic Archbishop 
of Vancouver and his Successors in Office a 

-Corporation Sole. 
[12th, March, 1909.] 

WIIEBEAS the Roman Catholic Diocese of New Westminster Pre*mble. 
has been raised to an Archbishopric and changed from the 

City of New Westminster to the City of Vancouver: 

And whereas the Roman Catholic Bishop of New Westminster, 
and his suecessors in office, were by chapter 62 of the Statutes of 
the Province of British Columbia, 86 Victoria, 18.93, created a 
corporation sole: 

• And whereas there is now standing registered in the name of the 
said corporation sole a great deal of real estate: 

And whereas, Bishop Donten.will, who was the Bishop of New 
Westminster at the time of the change of Bee, and who became the 
first Archbishop of the Archdiocese of. Vancouver, has resigned his 

. . be; 

Wh e . vAren 9 "me. 
the  vacancy of the i3ee', has presented a petition, ¡braying that the 
Archbishop of Vancouver, and his successors in office, may be created 
a corporation sole, and that all the real estate vestid in the Boman 
Catholic Bishop of 'Jew Westminster, as a corporation sole, may be 
declared to stand vested in the 'Archbishop of Vancouver, as a cor-
poration sole: 

And whereas it is expedient to grant the prayer of the said 
petitioner: 
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Therefore, His Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Legislative Assembly of the Province of British Columbia, enacts 
as follows:—.

1. The Roman Catholic Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Van-
couver for the time being, and his successors in office, drily nomin-
ated and appointed as such Archbishop, according to the usages 
and rites of the Roman Catholic 'Church, shall be a corporation 

Corporate name. sole, with perpetual succession, under the name and style of "The 
Roman Catholic Archbishop of Vancouver," with power to acquire 

taxia, power to hold  and hold lands; and all lands, real estate, tenements and heredita-
nients hereinbefore granted, conveyed or devised to, or which here-
after shall be granted, conveyed or devised to the Roman Catholic 
Archbishop of Vancouver, shall be vested in the said corporation 
sole, subject to any trusts affecting the same, with power, subject to 
all existing trusts, to sell, convey, lease, mortgage, or otherwise deal 
with the same, or any part thereof. 

Vetting in new cm' 2. All property, real or personal, now vested or standing in the poration of /ands standing int 12SWIe Of name of the Roman Catholic Bishop of New Westminster, as a cor-R. C. Bishop of Nen' Westminster. poration sole, is hereby declared to be vested in the Boman Catholic 
- Archbishop of Vancouver, as a corporation sole, and the said. the 

Roman Catholic Archbishop of Vancouver, as a corporation sole, 
may sell and convey the said property under the name and seal of 
the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Vancouver. 

(a.) No contract or engagement entered into by or with the 
Roman Catholic Bishop of New Westminster, and no liability 
incurred by the Roman Catholic Bishop of New Westminster as a 
corporation sole, shall be affected by the vesting of all property, real 
or personal, now vested Or standing In the name- of the Roman 
Catholic Bishop of New Westminster as a corporation sole in the 
Roman Catholic Archbishop of Vancouver, and all contracts entered 
Into and all obligations and liabilities incurred by the Roman 
Catholic Bishop of New Westminster shall devolve upon, be binding 

•17. ot10119,Po:f440.ic -4040.1.4.9Pof. 
* 

3. Upon a vacancy happening in the office of the Roman Catholic 
Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Vancouver the person who shall 
for the time being be appointed, according to the usages and rites 
of the Roman Catholic Church, to administer the affairs of the 
Roman Catholic Church in the Archdiocese of Vancouver, shall have 
entire control over the rents, issues and profits of the real and 
personal property of the said corporation until the nomination and 
appointment of another Archbishop in manner named in section 1 
of this Act. 
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4, In the event of any person or corporation being entitled, dur- Adralidstator, 
ing a vacancy in the said office, to demand from the Roman Catholic Ppwe ° 
Archbishop of Vancouver, or from the Roman Catholic Bishop of 
New Westminster, a conveyance of real estate in pursuance of an 
agreement duly entered into between the said person or corporation 
and the said corporation sole, then the person who shall for the time 
being be appointed, according to the usages and rites of the Roman 
Catholic Church, to administer the affairs of the Roman Catholic 
Church in the Archdiocese of Vancouver, is hereby authorised to 
execute and deliver to the said person or corporation a deed of the 
said lands in accordance with the terms of the said agreement, in 
the name of the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Vancouver; and the 
said conveyance shall be a valid transfer of the said lands as if made 
Ly the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Vancouver. 

5. This Act may be cited as "The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Short We. 
Vancouver Incorporation Act" 

VICTORIA, 0.: 
Printed by Massa Woloasszx LS.0, VD., Printer to the King's Most Eseellent Majesty. 

1909. 
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1938 . ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF VANCOU- CHAP. 69 
VIIR INCORPORATION .(.AMBNDIUSI4T) . 

CHAPTER: 69. 
!.. 

An Act to amend ." The Roman Catholic Archbishop 
of Vancouver Incorporation Act.'  

:[Assented.to 9th December, 1938.] 

TITHEREAS , The 'Roman Catholic Archbishop of  the  Arch- Prounbk yy diocese of Vancouver, in the :Province of British Columbia, 
and his successors in office, were created a corporation sole by 
an Act' of the Legislative Assembly :of the Province of British 
Columbia, intituled "The Roman Catholic Archbishop of 
couver Incorporation Act," and 'being chapter' 62 of the Statutes 
of British Columbia, 1909 (hereinafter referred to as thl " Cor-
poration ") :  

And whereas certain doubts have arisen as to the power of 
the .Corporation to borrow .money on the credit of the Corpora-
tion, and to sign, draw, endorse, make, and issue promissory 
notes, bills of exchange, guarantees, /minds, debentures, and obli-
gations, and to mortgage, charge, hypothecate, and pledge the 
real and personal property of the Corporation: 
• And whereas the Corporation has prayed that the said. Act 

may be amended so as to remove said doubts: 
. And wherq4§. it .14 e*P.e$1.•ie-#., t.Q4 the prayer .pf..Ple said. - 

. . -.• : • - • • he adyce and conien 
;f the Legislative  Assembly of the.PioVinCe of 'British 'Columbia, 
enacts as follows • • • • 

1. This Act may be 'cited as "The Roman Catholic Archbishop Shen 
of Vancouver Incorporation Act Amendment Act, 1938." ' 

2. Section 1 of chapter 62 of the Statutes of 1909, being "The 
Roman' Catholic Archbishop of Vancouver Incorporation Act," 
Is hereby amended by inserting the words " (hereinafter'referred 
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Power to hold 
personal property. 

Borrowing-powers. 

Promissory Poke. etc. 

Goarauty of oblige. 
tkois of others. 

Security for snotcys 
borrowed or for 
guarim ten. 

Issue of bonds, etc. 

ltdurnor of exoeution 
of notes. bonds. 
Recur! ties. etc. 

CHAP: 69 . ROMAN' CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OP VANCOU- 2 GEO. 6 
YER INCORPORATION (AMENDMENT) 

to as the ' Corporation ')" before the word " with " in the Birth 
line of the said section. • ' 

3. The Said chapter 6 is hereby amended by adding thereto 
the following sections:7- • 2 

" 6. The Corporationlias and shall be deemed always from its 
incorporation to have hid. power to take, hold, and receive per-
sonal property, notes bonds, mortgages, and agreements or other 
obligations for the payment of money. 

"7. The ,Corporatfon may borrow money on the credit of the 
Corporation in such amounts, on such terms, and from such per-
sons, firms, or corporations, including chartered banks, as may 
be agreed upon by the Corporation and such persons, firms, 
corporations, or chartered banks. 

• "8. The Corporation May make, draw, and endorse promis-
sory notes or. bills of .exchange. • . 

"9. The Corporation may guarantee, with or without security, 
Upon such terms as it may determine, any debts of, the perform-
ance of any obligations of, and the repayment of any advances 
•made to or. for the purposes of any corporation, organization, 
association, or society engaged in -activities in or partly in the 
Archdiocese of Vancouver, or any officers thereof, or any pastor 
of  in the Archdiocese of Vancouver, and, notwithstandr 
ing • that  any such corporation, organization, association, or 
society may not have power to borrow money, any such guar-
antee shall be valid and binding upon the Corporation in the 
same way as if such corporation, organization, association,  or 
society, had power to borrow money. 

"10. The Corporation may hypothecate, pledge, mortgage, or 
charge all or any part of the real or personal property of the 
Corporation to secure any money borrowed or the fulfilment of 
any guarantee entered into by it, or the fulfilment of any obliga-
tion incurred by .it under any promissory note or bill of exchange 
signed, made, drawn,- or endorsed by it. 

"11. The Corporation may issue bonds, debentures, and obli-
zatiOnsi,on such..tems_and;conditions ..as the Corporation may 
tlecida and may pledge or sell such bonds, debentures, and 
obligaticns for auch sums and at such prices as the Corporation 
may -decide, • and  milylakirtgage, charge, hiPothicate, orplédge 
the 'general credit of the Corporation, and all or any part of the 
real or personal property of the Corporation, to secure any such 
bonds, debentures, and obligations. 

"12. Every such promissory note, bill of exchange, guarantee, 
instrumtint of hypothecation, charge, or pledge of personal prop-
erty, bond., • debenture, and obligation made, drawn, signed, or 
endorsed by the Archbishop of the said Archdiocese on behalf of 
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VER INCORFØRATIhN (AKENDMENT). 

the Corporation shall be legal, valid, and binding upon the Cor- • 
poration, and the execution of any guarantee in the manner 
aforesaid shall be conclusive evidence that such .guarantee is 
valid and binding upon the Corporation. 

"13. The Corporation shall be bound for payrnent of all bornywIng, 
moneys heretofore borrowed by and in the name of the Corpo- el'nfrrfied. 

ration and shall be Iiable on all guarantees heretofore entered 
into by and in the name of the Corporation, notwithstanding 
thnt the Corporation may not have bad power to borrow such 
moneys or to enter into such guarantees, if such borrowing or 
such guaranteeS would have been valid if done or entered into 
after this. Act had come int° force. 

14. The persons, firms,•or c.orporations, including chartered Landcr not oirlIsrefi 

banks, from whom any moneys may be 1)orrowed by the Corpo-
ration shall not be obliged to see to the application of the said 
moneys, or any part thereof." 

printed by Cu.tumas V. ~mase. Printer to the ECIng'n !loet B`xcolient Bluiesty. 
19138. 
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ST. BENEDICT'S ABBEY 
MT. ANGEL, OREGON 

Aug. 14,1939 

Most Rev. W.M.Duke, D.D. 
Archbishop of Vancouver 
646 Richards Street 
Vancouver, B.C. 

My dear Archbishop; 

Thank you for your kind letter of August 

Father Eugene left last evening for Van-
couver and I trust he will have seen you before this letter 
reaches you. He was sent to Vancouver for the purpose of 
making definite arrangements concerning the opening of the 
seminary as well as the opening date of the same. 

I am sending five professors instead of 
four as was agreed upon. Father Eugene will be the rector 
of the seminary and I am placing an older father as super-
ior, the Very Rev. Cyril Lebold, who at the present time is 
my sub-Prior. I can assure you that the five men I am 
sending are excellent religious and will be able to conduct 
your seminary in a very satisfactory manner. 

I only hope that we may be able to make 
a definite foundation during the coming year. However, this 
will greatly depend upon your assistance and kindness. Since 
our men will be in your diocese I will have occasion to see 
you frequently and will be able to confer with you personally 
concerning our new foundation. 

Meanwhile, I trust you will join us in 
praying that our work in your Archdiocese will bear much fruit 
for the salvation of souls. 

With kindest regards from all the fathers 
at Mount Angel, I am 

Sincerely in Christ, 



iremire 

Rev. &wens Medved, OiS.B., 
lector, Junior Semihary of Christ the ring, 

Westenstenr :hriorY, 
Mew Westminster, B.C. 

Dear Tatheri 

It in with feelings of deop gratitude 
to the Benedictine Atha» that I sand these tee linee of sinner° 
appreeiation on the medial= of the publicatien of your Yeer Book 194°-
1941. 

The need or prieete has been ono of the 
greatest diftioulties in the wey of prevent, at flelY Chime aul the care 
of souls in this vest territory et British Columbia. 

To meet this nee and ere:mane this diffio-
ulty, Holy Chureh, following its treditional method, sought to establish 
an institution. in our midst that would focus the attention of mtr ymIth 
on the sublime dignity of the Roly Priesthood, and at the same tine make 
possible tor many boye the ()reparatory training teeing to en high an ideal. 

With this in view, the junior Seminary of 
Christ the King wat established at Ladner on the property donated by the 
late Mre. An  Velealy and known an the Ilene* 711.,M. 

Generously and vial:age, the Priests ami 
peo lo .a-operated for Ute construction and maintenance and from the be-
ginning, urged no doubt by the gentle call at the Holy Spirit, there were 
evor found, youthful aspirants enger to enter its mixed portals. 

An idea of how Cot in his Divine Goodness 
bee blessed this foundation is !mind in the number at its graduates now 
in the Major Seminary finishing their studied for Ordination. 

One difficulty, however, always reaalaod; 
namely, to supply in this Diocese, already *art of Priests far the Perish« 
and Missions, a perenuient and oompetent staff of teaaners tor the ynuth-
ful student body. 

It was st thie point that the Benedlotine 

r.e 



liatä9recf lount iieL,Ore•cpy,_, zemeateual7 &tared tc :,-,-taae a re-calatiüt‘ 
ta nüte15$ Said tt-.3 Zazea ieir special mad ii eark, the 21711,42 
Sin:24.817 e Varlet -e.,"ne 

ftecelleää .to eaj, 'Zitlie after e the 
C4)ätz.niitj bringing iritlz 1-•,1aLL1-L:e strength aua zerarianoe ie the long 
and world wide tradiU-Jitte tut° ::.:41i1.4aa and aahalarebil ee' °i::•11a Soas 

•b. Benedict -,03.3, ith hc aore'ett e th frj Sue,. do:aped, and 
1;7210 year in their Jgc. zi:eve et=dat.1-22 •e4ear Deer Latzc, 1111,1•Liztt..i, itLetv 
:ti:12) "At, eä.0 woe!: Vatty bef_xo 7eir at teeter. 

X  gill be? ge ecabailG ,Jikeu;zr áLa, 
t a2-0,,,re, the pram e our Pri43t3, Raligiena, and little 
oWilavite, that Goa will continue to Use* with eear-,- tlraege, 
Ses4Ler7 feAteeliebed auco3!d193 to th La1 ulihe) 
peetPetl Zeeill:Ig et 1»lehttal Souls dentinee _eve tIi4,17.3T-hdes-c-,-
-hoo1. 

313na1ng the C-- _,L_,1V9 7 

Grederi &Tel:! Chriet the Itinteä, 

DIXe 
Are/bishop ‹Ir Irenomeete 

meat«) 

• 
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BISHOP'S' RESIDENCE 
613 Vard.Street 
Nelson, B.C. 

Oct. 5/40 

Very Rev. Eugene Medve, 0.3.B., 
Rector, Christ the Zing Seminary, 
Vancouver, B. O. 

Very Reverend dear ?lather: 

The announcement of Archbishop Duke concern-
ing the main:: of the Sene(Lictine Monks co st,ff the 
Jzzior Seiir f Christ t_e King occasioned great joy 
-oaronzhout t ecolesiA.ti, 1 Province of the Arch-
ciooese. 

Tle aest imort_nt part of . Seminary is its 
stff. In ;ai1.on_r.7 aJicees it is e=remely difficult 
to spr e our prie5t:: or to nrep:_re priests for this task. 
The c.11 o tle 7;:le flung aistricts tL-res to the utmost 
our Mita Doer.. 

The Benedictines throughout the years have 
given tremenL:w1 contribution to the privileged office 
of tr_ining Ttonnc men for the priesthood. In the old 
and nevi 7.7orla their 3.;*.uates are a credit to the Bene-
dictine di201.-:line ancl ni3hty power in the interests 
f Eoly Llothei Church. 

Nelson being a suffragan diocese of Vancouver 
must at all times share in the joy of the Metropolitan 
diocese. Great is her joy on this occasion. 

With every blessing on Staff and Seminarians, 

Devotedly yours in Christ. 

(Signed) iP Martin M. Johnson 

Bishop of Nelson. 



Maar 14th, 1941. 

P. W. Taylor, 
District Superintendent, 
Department or imagratism, 
Unoonver$ D. 0. 

Desr M. TtylorI - 

A.e3o fin.1 lo4414 copy of tho 
telflotia. X Vaa ::.-toblee Ur. Grerar on 
SaTton'ofxr tho law) of:Rev. A. 
Uttor%affor., ,a1.1:0( lot] n1.11 ba Oa to 
halm' 14x gouk 

Ath tI 

luuovaly yours, 

v. D it k 
Arobtrishop of Vaaeouctot. 



Soptesbor 9th. 1941. 

Mr. Y. V. Tailor, 
District 3uertntaIent, 
Depertnent of Izagratioh, 
Vancouver, B. C. 

Otter kr. leSlor I - 

Please find enclosed oopi.is of the telegrams 
covering the case of Reverend A. thatorhotfor. 

Very minceray yours, 

V. M. D u 0 , 
Archbishop of Vahoouver . 

B. 
Encl. 
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SOINDARD nom 
INDICATED 

C IADIAN ACIFIC 
TELEGRAPHS 

Waited Wick 
14BI32 16r-NL 

OTTAWA ONT 5 

M3ST REVEREND U M DUKE .682 
ARCHBISHOP OF VANCOUVER BC 

YOURS FOURTH ADDRESSED MINISTER WIRED INSTRUCTIONS TODAY TRM4SMITTED 

DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT TAYLOR ALLOW ENTRY REVEREND ANTHONY 

UIDERHOFER 

F C BLAIR 

194ssEPj PM 1 as ,-



CANADIAN PACIFIC 
TELEGRAPHS 

Wasted Ude 
wNA239 29"NL 

OTTAWA ONT 5 

MOST REVEREND WILL/AM DUXE 13 

ARCHBISHOP OF VANCOUVER 646 RICHARDS ST VANCOUVER 

HONORABLE CRERAR NOW IN THE WEST STOP I HAVE SEEN 

MR BLAIR AND MR JOLIFFE OF THE IMMIGRATION DEPARTMENT STOP REVEREND 

A UNTERHOFFER WILL BE ADMITTED PROVISIONS BEING MADE 

ARCHIBISHOP VACHON 

•••••••311=1 



eetezzbey1 i941 

meat }tee» zt..Lizeradre Vd.ohn, Zen, 
Arehbiehe.3t atta. 
etteivai, eztnea 

Ten* Excallaucyg 

I received year tele  
Sort%; 8tIt rdi letier Ileterhotter. 

I airi vrzEitimtGyea Za-.-
valuable eiesiestemeh -etch 
14,11 protit MG met" f,,..-rhe-th.-A 
me ta gratitude tze yeu. 

refe 

'Irae -7 Valsit;» 

. . 
Arehbishop Veneeteer 



September 1Z, 1941 

kr. 7.0. "tiler 
Department of letii.,,rnti 
Ottams, Oetnada 

Deer iltr. 1/1-eirs 

I duly reeitived your talapraraof 
September Stn rtmardinp, the arstry into Weds of 
Rerseereni Antbncy Underhof 5T. 

eel to thank you for your 
kindness in eying this setter ymur prompt attention. 

Sineerely yours, 

LAO= 
EXIWZO Archbleop at Venermar 

o 
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C/"DIAN PACIFIC 

TELEGRAPHS IINil  
TIME FILED 

STANDARD TIME 

Sand the following rromago, subloct fo tho conditions on th• bad throat which an horoby avoid to. 

con copy. 

•••ILOM. - trGs-- 013;;Iiikit 

 YANcozip..a.a.a. 19  

ICE-Manii- OF .11/15iiilledi 
3iO4  

 Plata...tg• af•DGP3 0-T a Oa -opt. 
JigRaDIGIDIS' -11‘131BAS. CORTI4JOTING.-eallra itY, OUR. -InaiiaCa.- VASCO UM-

PROSPOitp r-PROCUW-CIARADIAM-STOPONSM • Kaalarinit•-•11ERS 
FOR ItIGEZKIM .11011751342-011 roma. MASTRitY-310UNIMORL..-011SGON-RNVICEMITT) A. • ..... •-: --

Wiraliii-OrMit DORN AUSTRIA PRXRSTQS MONASMIRT-VA5. NAIIS-3MORSEIND .3TOP,  

Wt. SUPPLY. 15L-14.-NEGES3ARY- CON/IRMO- DOCUN8111L4-ST07-an3Vilit• TAYLOR.  

Li:JAW- WIMP-9 Tervwctur,D--..krnseviyft 
muray...yo„mt-CidaSES...SEPTFAPER.Z.IXIMI Via  

....... ...... . 
Sender's *Urea or telephone number ler reference. 
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CANADIAN PALAFIC 
TELEGRAPHS CLASS OF SERVICE 

Fell Rita 

Day Letter 

Hight Message 

Night Latter 
Please mark an X opposite 
the class of service desired. 

MONEY TRANSFERRED BY 
TELEGRAPH TO PRINCIPAL 
POINTS IN CANADA AND 

THE UNITED STATES 

Semi The foltsnvingT03111;19, subject to the conditions on the back thereof, which are hereby agreed So. 

CABLE CONNECTIONS TO 
ALL PARTS OF THE 

WORLD 
RADIOGRAMS TO SHIPS 

TIME FILED 

CHECK 
.r00 

Cirli DA. 

W. D. NEIL. General Manager of ConuntinIcalions, Montreei 

./Sk fIC C u I .c. 

me6T LOTZAZY71 ALXANDA4 TV:21C 

ARCH 31X 'SHOP C C 
TA`7.4. 0 I . 

42,10. PRO?n3.30:i 37:1EINA2r 1: 137-17-!Tar--.A 
3 iX157.3.N ..4A7J0 !TED liCV 0 itAliti7 . AGT7:10 V . JOT 

c .1 i?A. :OE 3 CCM 3:V.ItiA3Y Cu'OE:7;AI! 0 3 T.0uri7Lr"..ta-17 

Unkt-i.% isiO?'33iCf !iitCSCPHY STOP . LitiA..BLA A:: CA NPOI.11.11 3 TCP 

13b'31 FO E 1: GE? 1:01.41,11io  YO co  

. BOAL At.i3 T 511AY 1.AAZIi 

40.J.SED 570P.CAS SUiTiLl AL, Q iiJ D.4 J.TCPp 
ji x:Leitii iABL:a. r0 '41:1:2? r, F. {Cur,,;D AM:MG LAC YO Ott 1IITIGN 

ill J. £0 OP'S C La5333 a-37 al rtifl it 4IXAfH J':; 
Cu iLYY AEC xCu 51;11.0=1 1-1 :I IS act I.N.'2.3IA k.3 3 orCI: HA L.! 

1tThF.CuAE, .31'; ALM ONLY 13 Y 
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ioz 



St. Benedictts Rule and way of life wzre brought to British (..)01-1.r.bia ilk 1939 

by a group of five Monks from Mr. Angel Abbey in Cre,ot. On the Feast of the Eaaliar-

tion of the Holy Cross, Sept. 14, they sang their first Conventual High Mass and established 

regular cOmmanity life at Ladner, B.C. Here the Monks also taught in the arehdiocesan 

seminary. In the early summer of 1940 the community moved to the present site of Deer 

Lake in Vancouver, placed their monastery under the patronage of St. Joseph and nalled 

it WESTMINSTER PRIORY. 

During the years more priests cane from Mt. Angel and the novitiate was opened 

for the vocations God was beginnlng to send. On June 1, 1948, the Holy Father made the 

monastery an Independent Priory, and named the Wry Rev. Eugene Medved, 0.S.B., Conventual 

Prior. 

The original group of five has now beams a community of 30, including priests, 

Clerics, brothers and novices. Already the community feels that it must seek a new loca-

tion farther from the city where suitable farm lands may be had and permanent buildings 

erected. A site overlooking the Fraser has been purchased near Mission, B. C. 

St. Benedict, over 1400 years ago, wrote a "Rule for Monks" intended to extablish 

the monastery as oa school of the Lord's service" in which Monks should fi3kd ideal oppor-

tunities to lead a life of prayer, humility and obediened, and thus in imitation of Christ 

"to walk on the straight path which leads to God." 

13 
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The primary duty of the Monk is to praise God. Consequently, St. Benedict 

give first place to Holy Mass and the Divine Office, which he appropriately callse the 

"Work of God". Daily the Benedictines of Westminster Priory chant the Office in common 

and sing the Conventual Mass, striving to observe faithfully St. Benedict's command: 

"Let nothing be preferred to the Work of God." 

But as far as the world outside would judge, the chief occupation of the Monks 

is the conducting of the Seminary of Christ the King, work of teaching whith has been 

incorporated as an integral part of the Priory's monastic life. In virtue of a contract 

with the Archbishop of Vancouver and ratified by the Sacred Congregation of Seminaries 

and Universities on September 21, 1949, the archdiocesan major seminary has also been 

confiddd to the Benedictines. The monastery and seminaries are, however, entirely distinct 

institutions and in separate buildings. 

With their monastery and seminary the Monks of Westminster Priory approach the 

Benedictine balance of the active and contemplative life. Adcording to the judgment of 

Pope Pins Xil, the special task given to St. Benedict in the designs of God's providence 

was to adapt Eastern Monasticism to the people of the West. 

"Thus", wrote the Hay Father in his Encyclical an St. Benedict, "to the placid 

asceticism which flowered so well in the monasteris of the East  St. Benedict added 

laborious and tireless activity which allows the Monks 'to give to others the fruit of 

contemplation'; and not only to produce crops from uncultivated land, but also to cultivate 

spiritual fruit by their apostolic labours." 



SACRA CONGREGATIO 

DE SEMINARIIS 
ET STUDIORDI UNIVERSITATIBLIS 

PROT. Nye 334/48/11 
(Hie nunterus in responsione recreate) 

Romae, d.d. 21 m• septembris a.M. 1,949 

eccellentissime Domine, 

gaudiosa a/11mi commetione litte ras Tuas accepi-
mus, die 26 in, augusti nuPer praeteriti datas, quibus, dum de Semi-
nario Conventionis tria oxemplaria rite subsignata ad nos mittis, 
simul chartulam (cheque) porrigis 1.000 (mille) dellaricrum, ad to-
tidem SS. Misses ad mentem dantium applicandas. 

Quid Tibi, electe Praesul, eloquPmur? Perampla praeeonia 
minime sufficiunt ad gratitudinem nostram Tibi patefaciendam: satis 
sit nos habere oonfitentes, nanquam nos talem invenisse virum, qui, 
postquam egestatem intellexerit sacrae iuventae italicae, statim 
tam actuosam attulerit cooperstionem. 

Sint igitur eammae Tibi grates itemque preoes, clues eni-
xe et nos et dilecti iuvenes Regionalium Italiae Seminariorum Deo 
ibmuneratori attollemus pro felicitate et preeperitate Tua. 

Amplitudo Tua Rev.ma hisce inserta duo Conventionis exam-
plana accipiet, ab hac Sacra Congregations congruenter approbate. 
Perlibenter Darvae inductee immutationi assentimur. Certi sumus op-
times Si Benedicti.Pilios, impensis sapientibus viribus, clericis 
insignis Archldioeceseos Vancouveriensis quam optima efformandis 
sollicite adlaboraturos. Sint illis, una Tecum, omina et vota nostra. 

Gratum renovane animum, dum vivida obsequia pando et sum-
mam Tui existimationem, toto corde me profiteer 

(cum inserto) 

Excellentissimo Domino 
D. GUILEIMO MARCO DUE 
Archiepiscopo 

= VANCUVERTENSI = 

0, 

Excellentiae Tuae "D3verendissimae 
in Ch.J. addictissimum 

ee/z Aa/2 
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A. 

B. 

C. 

OONVL1TIO SCRIPT& inter 
ARCHIEPISCOPUM VANUUVERIEIZni et MORE% CONVENTUAL!, 0.S.13., 

Prioratus Sanctt Yoseph da New Westminster, 
huic Communitati seminarii Majoris et Minons regimen commitsns. 

si\a\-4su 

r y 

c /7/ti 

In honore 
SANCTISSIMAE ET INDIVIDUAE TRWITATIS **. 

GUISELMUS MARCUS DUKE, ARCRIEPISCOPUS VANCUMIEMIS et 
EUUEZIUS MEDVED, O.S. lidESTMONASTMI 

de regimine Seminarii Majjorfe-ét-MhbrIg.hl-sce praesentibus conveniunt: 

-; ËWg rdiZ?e Witna 
Archidioeceseos Vancuveriensis sunt. . _  

Fundus et aedes utriusque seminarii ad Prioratum Westmonasterli pertinent. 

.TamPoris spaium quo conventlo vigpbit dilodapim annorum erit. 
1.3 . voo',) ' °oil oto 

D. Neutra pars conventionem rescinders vel immutare potent, etiam expleto temporis 
in-,a-patoE,perot-tuedmapitretiataDeepl.nretfoi.sConÈ"r9gat:J.1.31)4.betBemenarMrecieonse_l_su prae-

habit° atque altera parte anno, vel saltem sex mensibus, ante praemonita. 

-11crr91w..r1 2tarp_11-1L9tr,“;ernr.u.Fee'pr7 F. al. 0 Arhl E. cepiscopo Vencuverfensi jus reservetur nbminationem Rectoris et lEdrectoris 
spirit4s necnon et Megistroruat utriusque geminarii aporobandl; Deputatorm vero 

2'-'71«:,eUiPa'cf•rrn c»13 st1tni e±tht emb iiseoo Vineuirenjensj1 
quos inter eligendus ont, aàsentlente Priors, unus alterve Deputatus ex Prioratu 

°Ts:. oicieépw,cle iNerfrtecietraineter OrclInte;rSanetildabtaztebislti p terMn. 1*,e1eeti.-oiageLa1 
iingulorum suorum allotnorum in pietate doctrinaque profectum quod.attinet saltem 

r es ervet  
beAde!cFm9.p.t.endletqp)4.0.,148?gny-m,se,tive.!,.irAf z 

ur• - 

ikr-éLî âbi%Ciipe- -Viifiguv%•gkiSe .11U riiia`iirr'VaiiP .yeatïégee -L:11?éà%Purl %cï 9 narii 
approbandi. 

, G.É.cr::iiet.X-I eer4ip.px..g-!..refirPr.tE,'Me(4MgIÇIPA eft d,i.,1P•qt49 qcinne 
significari debent. Normarum exemplar, ab Archiebiscopo Vancuveriensi et a 

H. Clausulae hujus conventionis firmae maneant, non obstantibus quibusqumque 
privilegiis Ordini Sancti Benedicti concessis. 

I. Seminarium quoad temporalia deperzçIetaei,enesterio. 

y.  ordinarius alumnos susos easibus peculiaribus 
in quibus prudenti sii-b-ju'dfci5;fie'in1ibPt->fiEtinnum, in allud seminar/um mittendo 
Ecclesiae melius conauleret. 

K. Annua alumnorum pensio, arbitrio Archiepiscopl et Prions Conventualis 
relinquetir,;-.9treteond'i'tiones oeconomicas praevaleutes. 

L. casu quo ArehiaPïcopua Vaneuveriensis, Sacrae Congregationis de Seminariis 
consensu praehebito, conventioni huic terminum posuerit et seminaria dioecesana 
in proprias suas aedes transtulerit, monasterium scholar- in posterua retinere 
potent in qua alumni religiosi et saeculares ad sacrum Presbyteratum studia pro-
sequi possint. 

M. Nmnen seminaril retinebitur, nempe: ,Seminarium a Christo Rage. 

N. Seminarium vero nominis sensu prit in quo recipientur solummodo juvenes 
qui ad sacrum Presbyteratum studia prosequendi mentem habent. Hoc tampons 
moment() seminarium milks philosophiam complectitur. 

O. Archiebiscopus jus suum tuatur invisendi seminarium dioecesanum quotiesqumque 
ai placuerit itemque removendi et amendandi quae juxta legem communem vel particular-
am et normas a S. Congregatlone de Seminarils constitutes ad sacrorum alumnae rite 
instituendos pietate, sclentia, disciplina minus conferre videantur. 

Datum VANCUVERIAE die .C(  menais.   

Testis 

Testis • • • • . • • o • • • .4.4y-e9,e3 

enact 1949 

/cLimi.eo ))24.40 -1/14-t 
GUL1ELMUS MARCUS DUKE - 
Archieniscopus vancuverien. 

e2neequzae-e13. 
EUG UUS MEDVED, 0.3.13. 
Prior Conventualis Mestmonasterii 
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List of letters regarding the Tunior Seminary 

1 - September 21st, 1937, from the Holy See to the Bishops of Canada 
No. 1353/37. Attached to it was an English translatidn. 
English and Latin acknowledgement November 27th, 1937: 

2 - September 2nd, 1938, Cardinal Ruffini to each Bishop asking for 
the response to No. 1353/37. Reply in English and Latin wars 
sent on September 24th, 1938, 

3 . October 20th, 1938, Cardinal Ruffini wrote 'to the Archbishop 
acknowledging his letter of September 24th. 

4 - November 25th, 1938, letter from the Archbishop to Cardinal 
Ruffini in English and Latin. 

5 - May 29th, 1939, Latin and English No. 2616/38 Cardinal Ruffini 
wrote to the Archbishop about the Benedictines taking over the 
direction of the Junior Seminary. 

6 - August 17th, 1939, (First) Latin copy of letter to Cardinal 
Pizzardo in answer to No. 2616/38. 

7 - April 12th, 1946, Latin and English NO. 561/46 commenting on 
Biennial Report. 

g November 7th,. 1946, in Latin and English the Archbishop answered 
Cardinal Fizzardois letter of 561/46 regarding the change of 
place of the Seminary and also the question of a Major seminary. 

9 - In the Fall of 1947, Cardinal MeGuiggan while in Rome, presented 
the Archbishop's case to Congregation. 

10. Janaary 7thi.1948, in English, and on Zanuary 13th, in Latin, 
letter from Archbishop to Cardinal Piazardo when no reply had 
been received to previous letter of November 7th, 1946. 

11- 7anuary 21st, 1948, Father Bortignon took copy of this letter of 
Xanuary 13th on his visit to Rome. 

12- February 16th received from S.C. of Bern and Un letter # 334/48 in 
reply to Archbishop's letter of Nov.7, 1946 ( repeated on Jan 13148) 

This includes a copy of the direotion regarding Seminaries and the 
translation of this direction. There is an additional copy of 
letter 334/48 sent March 20 when letter of January 13 arrived in Rome. 

13- April 9th, Arohbishpp wrote Father Eugene, mentioning the Congrega-
tion suggested amendments. 

14- May 10th, letter to Abbot Meiqr, enclosing a copy of the Cardinal's letter 
and three copies of contract for the Abbott's signature. Attached is 
an English copy of Contraot. 

15- May 10th, wrote to Father Eugene regarding letter to Abbot Meier 
English letter and its translation to Cardinal Pizzardo, answering 
his of February 16, No.33448, enolosing copies of contraots,with 
suggested changes. English and Latin copies attached. This was 
not sent. 
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List of letters regarding the Junior Somineu;yr 

16- May 22nd, Abbot Meier wrote to Archbishop stating independence 
of New Westminster Priory. Archbishop replied May 31. 
July 17/48 Archbishop senh cpntraets to Father Eugine to be 

• signed and returned for forwarding to Holy See, with changes 
made to suit new contract with •Superior Father Eugene. This 
was simply acknowledged by Father Eugene. . 

17- February 7, 1949. .FatherEugene wrote Archbishop enclosing the 
proposed oontract) answered by Archbishop February 19th, auggest-
ing oontraot be sent to Sacred Congregation Immediately. • 
Contract "A" by Benedictine English and Latin. • Contract!"B" 
prepared February 21st by consulters, English and Latin. 

18- February 25th, Archbishop to Cardinal Pizzardo in answer to 
334/48, including Latin copy of oontraots "A"and "B", asking 
advice and promising to see the Cardinal in Rome. .English 
and Latin copy on this letter. 

19. May 17, 1949. Letter from Cardinal Pizzardo given to the 
Archbishop when he was in Rome, pointing out how the contract 
with the Benedictine Fathers ought to be made, after which three 
copies were to be sent to the Congregation of Seminaries. 

20. September 12, 1949. Contracts duly signed received from the 
Benedictine Fathers mad immediately forwarded to Cardinal 
Pizzardo, including also a cheque for masses sent him to be 
distributed to poor seminaries according to his wishes. 



February 26th, l9A1. 

Rev. Fr, Boniface„ 0.E.B., 
Seminary of Christ the Kings 
MISSION CITY, B.C. 

Dear Fether Boniface, 

I was writing you about Desmond McfOchern who 
has been janitor at the Cathedral since last :epterber and lately 
we notice his health does not seem to be very good ne! It seems to 
be perhaps a mental condition. 

I un'.erstood thnt he was ! ,ry as a Brother 
for a while and that he became sick there and perhaps it ralklt, be the 
same condition. 

would be grate;4„, for ,,)/ information you could 'end 
me about him because we fear we 14i -Tare to 'eke a ohan,,,e on account of 
his forgetfulnee and absentoind e. 

With kind ,:r.J•ltintli'ikrevery blessing, L remain, 
- 

• ..,nevotedly yours in Christ, 

Most Rev. v'.r. Duke, 
WYD:kom Archbishop of Vancouver. 

( ( 
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Artigiturror of liattrouter 
Arr11hitt1mp'0 Wee 

‚.3' 

U.4.fiurnUthB t. 

liattruntne, 1L Ql. 

July 22,0.939, 

Most Rev.Abbot MSier,O.S.B. 
Mount Angela Ore, 

Dear Father Abbot; 

1) I here commit to writing my invitation to you to make a 
foundation in the Archdiocese of Vancouver B.C.,if possible within 
the year as from September 41939. 

2) Moreoverbit is our intention to commit the direction of our 
Junior Seminary to your ComMunity,in accordance with the directions 

laid down by the Congregation of Seminariesuone of which we have de-
cided upon,(a) for a period of Ten Years. 

2$) Since howevereyour monastery and building for the Seminary 
Will not be ready for this coming yearowe gladly accept four of your 
Fathers as teacheredo direct and teach at the present Junior Seminary 
Ladner B.C.,providing their room and. board and salary at the rate of 
450.00 per year.per teaohing-priest. 

4) The other final directions of the contract,in accordance with 
the directions of the Holy See„between the Archdiocese of Vancouver 
and your Community,will be agreed upon when the Community moves into 
its own property,and haebeen submitted to and sanctioned by the Holy 
See. 

I remain, 
Sincerely yours in Christ. 

4 ( ti)91/N4 

W.M.DUKE D.D. 
Archbihop of Vancouver B.C. 



Foundetion of priory and establishment of 
eeminary in nrchdlocese of Vancouver. 

Part A: Foundation of the monastery: 

1) For he foure'ine of a "prioretus simplex", be it either le domus 
form•ta or non formate, no permission is reeuired from the Uoly See. The 
written permission of the local Ordinary is seffioient. The simple priory 
is wholly an  entirely dependent upon the mother abbey in both temeoral 
and s Aritual matters. 

The permission ol the nely See is reqeired when it is a question 
of erecting a prioratus svi jurie Or an abbey. 

24 For the establishment of a novitiate in a simele priory a seecial 
indelt must be obtained from the Holy See; this will not he difficelt to 
obtain when sufficient reasons are preeent. These conditions appeer to 
exist in the present ease. 

3) In securing land for the future monestery (abbey), care should 
be taken thet as extensive a tract as possible be secured. There should 
be a large garden and fields, so that oeportunity be afforded the 
institution to grow. 

It  the 'present case the acreage provided ae,ears to be 
insu:-icient and as a reselt the cost of upkeep for the coemunity and. 
the echeol nill be raised eince, due to the lack of e larger form,almost 
ever thing must be purchesed. 

Bart B: Foundation of the seminary. 

In regerd to the foundation of a seminary one must distinguish 
eleerly at the very outnet between the following: 

1/ If the future seminary is exclusively the property of the founding 
monestery and is used, by the bishop only "propter occasionem 
proeitiam" as a substitute for his own seminary, then in this eese 
everything dii7i7r1i—U76-ii the abbey. The bishop does ndt concern 
himeelf about the regimen of the institution; he sends his eludents 
there in the same manner as he would send them to e seminery in some 
other diocese or erovinoe. He simply informs the Holy See where and 
how he has erovided for the seminary training of his subjects. 

2/ If the seminary or college is exclusively the properte of the bishop, 
then all the rights regering it belong to him also. The Fathers 
(no matter nhat their speoific religion mee be) are simple hired 
profeesors, who INeload vitam communem" are subject to their own 
religious superiors, but es professors are subject to the bishop; 
the entire mereeement and s)iritual direction oi the eeminery is 
likewise answerable to the bishop. 

3/ If the seminary is indeed the iroperty of the menastery, but is 
"vi oontractus" used by the bishop as his seminary, then a mutual 
contract must be drawn up, in which the rights and duties on. both 
sides must be clearly defined. 



pave two Faundetion of )niory and seminary 

The echeme submi ted, 6., the proposed contract ae went to 
tae Abbot Primate for confirmation,  does not satisfy the conditions for 
which the monestery must erovida. "hence IT—is necessary to draw up and 
to conclude a new contract. The contract must be visioned as belonging 
to #3 me-Itioned above. 

The scheme already submitted is based on the false presumption 
thet the seminary is the oroperty of the local Ordinary. This is as if it 
be1onger7, to 42 mentioned aove. Hence the references to the management by 
the local Ordinary, the nomination or change of professors, etc. Smell a 
sceeme is usually followed by the Sulpician 7athers, wherein the local 
Ordinary is awnerof the proerty and responsible for the uekeen. The 
privilege given to the Sulpicians regardince the handing in of accounts, 
etc., does not apply in this case because the Benedictiree, as a clerical 
exempt Order and as owners of the preperty,do not come under the scheme 
of par.#2 above at all. 

7/e consider the case now in which the seminary is entirely the 
property of the mother abbey and the religious community is a simple 
priory d -pendent upon Mount Aagel, that this priory has a seminary, in 
which et the same time the local Ordinary of Vancouver places his 
seminary. In this given case the matter evolves itself es foliWs: 

a) The new foundation enjoys the same zivileges as Mount ,Ingel, upon 
which it depends. 

b) The familia monastica is quoad temporalia et seiritualia completely 
dependent upon Mount Angel. 

c) The seminary management as regards temeorals is answereble only to 
the abbey of Mount Angel. 

d) The contract should be attempted for at least 20 years, because 
otherwise sufficient provision is not made for the future of the 
priory. 

Further, the following should be set forth clearly in the eentract: 

I "tether the local Ordinary can send his seminarians onlyto this 
seminary owned by the priory; that is, he must send 7771M there. 

II 'hat amount per student the local Ordinary must pay for these, 
Exact estimation of the econemic conditions must be made. The rice 
recommended of 425O appears to be certainly too low. According to 0 
preeent conditions in the U.S. this cost is estimated at $350 and 
hence in view of this a similar price would seem to be necessary. 
A clause eaoold allosrevision of rice due to great econualic change. 

III TA)ether the bishop, after the termination of the coriirect, can 
erect hi b on aewinary elseohere; and if so, with what recompense 
or with what field of work being &lowed then to the religious 
community. 

IV Thether besides the local Ordinary, the Ordinaries of other ka 
dioceses can also send their semineriens there. , 

V Whether the new school is a seminary only,ot whether a college 
also. It should be stated whether other students who do not wish to 
become pri-sts are to be accepted or riot. 

3 



oage three Foundation of eriory and seminary 

VI 7hether it is a question of a major or a mingxiseminary, or both, 
either now or later, or Philosophy now and Theology inter on. 

If the case is such, follo-ing the scheme as in par.3 above, 
namely, that the local Ordinery elaces his seminary in that of the 
Benedictine Fathers "vi contractus", there follows; 

1) That the local Ordinary has the right to aepeove the elan of 
studies. 

2) In the nomination of the Rector and the Sjiritual Director there 
is reserved to the local Ordinary the right of approval. 

3) This is not the case in regard to the other professors in so far as 
it is not a question of a "missio canonica docendin. 

"Then a suitable contract has been mede between the local 
Ordinary and the religious, the former can then iniorm the Holy See, 
without laving the contract before it, and ask that he may place his 
seminary in that of the religious. He will inform the Holy See likewise 
that the elan of studies end the education of the youth satisfy the 
requirements made by ecclesiastical law. 

If the Hely See should desire to see the contract, then this 
can alnays be sent there. /n this oentract it is a question above all of 
the oblieation which the diocese makes with the Benedictine Priory in 
regard to the seminary. It must be such that it guarantees the existence 
of the monastery for the future also in so far as the seminary enters into 
that factor. aence a limit of at least 20 yours sheuld Le rovided, as 
mentioned above; this is eseecially so since the now dependeitt priory is 
to eork towards independence,_ which itself takes a nember of 'ears. 

((( Ite monestic superiors, on their pert, heve to eabmit the 
centeact, containing the neceesary stieul-tions, so thet the Abbot 
2r1mate can submit it to the Oong-egation ef Religious as a main factor 
in satisfying the conditions neoessary for obaining ultiestely :the 
canonical erection.))) 

It woeld be -eell to )rovide in the centract also for the mutual 
revision of secerelary points pror to the termination of the contract. 

&&&&&&808dageto 



CONTRACT BETWEEN THE ARCHDIOCESE OF VANCOUVER, B.C.  and  

THE ABBEY OF ST.BENEDICTIS ABBEY MOUNT ANGEL,OREWN,U.S.A. 

Whereas His Eacellency W.M.Duke,D.D.,Archbishop of Vancouver, 

B.C. as party of the first part, has invited the Rt.Rev.Abbot Thomas 

Meier, 0.S.B.,Abbot Coadjutor of St.Benedictis Abbey,Mount Angel, 

Oregon, M.B.A., as party of the second part, to take over the Junior 

Seminary at Ladner, B.C. and to make a religious foundation, let the 

following stipulations be agreed upon, to wit: -

I. That St.Benedict's Abbey,Mount Angel,Oregon,U.S.A. accepts 

the management of the Junior Seminary at Ladner,B.C.,and begins it 

in the month of September I939,and continues it until such time as 

the contract shall be effective. 

2. For the ensuing year five members of St.Benedict's Abbey 

shall be sent to Ladner, B.C., to be freely chosen by the Abbot of 

St.Benedict's Abbey, who also appoints the Superior for a prospective 

new religious foundation, and the Rector of the Seminary,the latter, 

however, having the approval of the local Ordinary of the Archdiocese, 

as long as the Seminary is-tolt-fully-incoTparated-with-the-prospect--

ive religious foundation. 

3. The five Fathers,as teachers of the Junior Seminary at 

Ladner, B.C. shall be provided with roomoboard and salary at the rate 

of $250.00 per year and per teaching priest as long as the Benedictine 

Fathers of St.Benedict's Abbey,Mount Angel,Oregon,shall not have e-

stablished a canonically erected religious house.As soon as the reli-

gious foundation is canonically erected,no sa1ary($250.00 per priest) 

shall be demanded; but the Archdiocese or student shall pay the Bene-

dictine Fathers for board and tuition required for each seminarian, 

which amount shall be fixed according to the prevailing customs in 

other seminaries.The financial part,thenialso shall be entirely man-
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aged by the Benedictine Fathers. 

L. . The present commitment of the Junior Seminary at Ladner,B.C. 

shall last from September 1939 to September 1949,provided no more 

suitable place for a religious foundationor a religious foundation) 

be selected in the mean time. 

5. But in any case,if one of the contracting parties should deem 

it necessary to "terminate or change the contract",after the lapse of 

time for which it was stipulated, the consent of the S.C. of Semina-

ries and Universities must be obtained beforehand, and the party be 

given one ;rev's, or at least six months' notice. 

6. For the present time the five members sent to Ladner,B.C. 
shall form a religious community,though not canonically erected,with 

the title of a "Dependent Priory", who as Regulare(can.488,n.5) shall 

enjoy exemption as per canon 615 compared with can.6I7, and shall live 

according to the Rule of Bt.Benedict and the Constitutions of the Swiss-

American Congregation,as approved by the S.O.of Religious,September 9th 

1924. But as lone as it remains a "Dependent Priory",the members at 

Ladner,B.C, retain their membership in the Community of St.Benedict's 

Abbey,Mount Ange1,0regon(Swies-American Oonstitutions,n.7). 

7. If the present temporary "Dependent Priory"should be changed 

into a canonically established religious house, a papal indult to that 

effect must be obtained and the consent of the local Ordinary be given 

in writing,as per canon  

8. The management of the Seminary must be conducted according to 

the rules laid down in writing and be approved by the local Ordinary. 

These rules must be made known to all amployed in the work of the Be-

minary(canon I357,# 3), and the statutes must be observed in a truly 

Christian spirit(canon I369,# I). 

9. The Superior and the Officials,the Confessors and Spiritual 

Director shall be appointed in accordance with the Canon Law(eee 
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canons 5/4,875, I360,fI),which holds for the time until the Seminary 

is entirely incorporated with the canonically established house. 

IO. The Rector of the Seminary is obliged to report to the local 

Ordinary, after each semester, concerning the ecclesiasticalelitterary 

and scientific education of the students(canon 1357,f2). 

II. Whatever is given to the Seminary as such(intuitu seminarii) 

either by way of bequests or donations or other offeringe,belonge to 

the Seminary. But whatever is givenfor acquired by the monks as, euch 

(intuitu instituti religiosi),either by bequests or donations or 

other offerings or by personal labor,belonge to the Benedictine Fathers, 

who also administer the same(canons 520,f2; 630,f3). 

12. The Seminary is exempt from the parish organization,and the 

Rector takes the place of the parish priest(canon 1368). 

13. Whenever the Archdiocese of Vancouver,B.C. should need the 

service of the Benedictine Fathers at Ladnerd.C.,or of the new reli-

gious foundation,canonically established, the Fathers shall be willing 

to comply with this request, save always the religious discipline as 

per canon 608,f1. 

14. As to the ascetic training of the studenteethe principles 

of sound asceticism should be followed,and especially canon 1367 be 

put into effect.To which we only add a day of monthly recollection. 

The Holy Mass is that of the religious community. 

15. Concerning the scientific training,the Code of Canon Law in-

eists,firet and above all, on the religious instructionewhich should 

be carefully given and adapted to the intellectual capacity and age of 

the hearere.Then it emphaziees the study of the Latin language and that 

of the country,viz.English.As to other branchee,the Code says that every 

thing should be taught that is required by the intellectual standard 

of the country in which the students expect to exercise the sacred 
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ministry(canon 1364).Partioulars to be determined in the plan of 

studies. 

16. Concerning sorts and higiene,thellleoommendationsnof the 

S.C.of Seminaries and Universities of January 25,1928 are very per-

tinent.They state that a reasonable amount of recreation is indi-

spensable,spiritually and mentally,but that sports are a means,not 

an end in themselves,and that the seminaries are not supposed to 

turn out athletes. Personal cleanliness belongs to hygiene,and must 

be fostered among the students,provided the necessary precautions 

be taken(not published in A.A.S.,but printed in Can.Law Digest,page 

352 • )-

17. If the Junior Seminary at Ladner,B*C.should, for weighty 

reasons, be relinquished by the Benedictines of St.Benedictis Abbey, 

Mount Angel,Oregon, the stipulation under n.5. must be observed; but 

the religious foundation shall not be affected by this severancepun-

less the Apostolic See shall provide otherwise. 

-.Archbishop of Vancouver B.S. 

Abbot co-ad jutor of St. Benen-Cri—Abbey 
Mt. Angel 



INSTRUMENTUM PACTI INIT1 INTER ARCHIDIOECESIM VANCUVERIENSEK,B.C.CANAII 

ET 

ABBATIAM S.BENEDICTI .UD MOUNT ANGEL, OREGON, U.S.A. 

Cum ExoellEus D.D.W.M.Duke, Arohipraesul Vanouveriensis, B.C. in 

ditione Canadensi petierit a ga. D. Thoma Meier, 0.S.B., Abbate Coadiu-

tore monasterii S. Benedieti apud Mount Angel, Oregon, in Statibus Poe-

deratis Amerioae Septemtrionalls, ut liota Abbatia susciplat regimen 

Seminarii Minoris, nuno temporis existentis apud Ladner, B.C. et in-

simul fundet domum religiosam in dicta Arehidioecesi Vaneuveriensi, 

praefata Abbatia censet huic laudabili desiderio esse aocedendum sub 

sequentibus conditionibus: 

I. Abbatia S. Benedieti apud Mount Angel, Oregon, U.S.A. paratam se 

declarat ad suseipiendum regimen Seminarii Minoris apud Ladner, B.C. 

mense Septembri 1939 idemque prosequendum usque ad tempus quo con-

tractus perdurat. 

2. Pro anno max adoriendo soholastieo Tuinque Patres abbatiae S. 

Benedioti, libere seleoti ab Abbate eiusdem monasteril S. Benedioti, 

mittentur ad Ladner, B.C. Idem Abbas designabit Superiorem domus re-

ligiosae in Luturo erigendae, neonon et Reetorem, qui posterior tamen 

indiget approbationem loei Ordinarii Archidioeoeseos, quousque Semi-

narium non est oanoniee inoorporatum novae fundationi religiosae. 

3. Qu/nque sodales abbatiae S. Benedicti recipient unusquisque, qua 

praeeeptores Seminarii Minoris, habitationem et sustentationem congru-

am pro rata annua don. $250.00, donec domus religiosa canoniee erecta 

fuerit. Post hoe tempus eontributio salarii ($250.00) eessabit et loco 

eius sive Arehidioeoesis sive singuli alumni solvent pro vietu et 

tuitione oonsuetum stipendium prout in usu est in seminariis allis 

huius regionis. Post fundationem canonicam domus religiosae status 

materialis Seminarii administrabitur a Patribus Benedictinis, quibus 

oommissum tuit regimen Seminarii. 
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4. Regimen Seminarli assumptum a Patribus Benedictinis perdurabit 

a mense Septembri 1939 useue ad mensem Septembrem 1949 apud Iadner, 

B.C., nisi interim locus aptior pro fundatione domus religiosae 

fuerlt selectus. 

5. Ast semper id servetur, ut, si una pars contrahentium censuerit, 

bona fide, contractum esse aut finiendum aut mutandum post lapsum 

temprols contraetl, consensus S.C. Seminariorum et Univeraitatum ob-

tineatur, et notltia huius mutationis alteri parti infra annum unum 

aut saltem infra sex manses communicetur. 

6. Pro nuno temporis gulne Patres missi a& Ladner, B.C. constitu-

ent slo dietum Prioreatwe Simplicem, quamvix nondum canonice ereatum 

st, qua Regulares, gaudent exemptione concessa a lure (aanon 615 com-

paratum curn oan. 617), qui sequentur Regulam S.P. Benedieti et Consti-

tutiones Helveto-Americanae prout approbatas a S.O. Religiosorum die 

9 Septembrls 1924. Quamdiu tamen sodales apud Ladner, B.C. constituunt 

tantum uPrioratum Simplicem,u isti retinent lura capitularia in pro-

prio monasterio (Const.Helveto-Americanae,n.7). 

7. Casu, quo iste "Prioratus Simplexu oonvertitur in domum canonica 

ereotum, beneplaeitum Apostollaum requiritur et consensus loei Ordina -

ril in scriptis datus, sleut praescribit eanon 497, il. 

8. Regendum est Seminarium iuxta regulas scriptas approbates a loel 

Ordinario, quae regulae doeeantur tum alumni quum omnes, qui in horum 

institutionem operaen suam impendunt (eanon 1357,#3), et servari debent 

ab omnibus aiumnis Splritu vere ecclesiastico (canon 1U0,#2) 

9. Superior religlosus neonon Off5eialee, Confessaril et Director 

Spirituelle designantur ad normaa as. oanonum, quamdiu Seminarium non 

est inoorporatum domu rellglosas canonice ereetae (ean.514,075,1360 11). 

10 



INSTRUMENTUU PAOTI.... 3 

10. Rector Seminarii Minoris teneur referre, unoquoque semestri 

looi Ordinarie de institutione ecolesiastica, litteraria et scienti-

flot% alumnorum (canon 1357,#2). 

U. Quodeumque tribuitur Seminario, qua tall (intuitu seminarli) per 

modum sive legatorwn sive donationum sive aliarum oblationum, id omne 

pertinet ad Seminarium. At quodoumque tribuitur monachis vel ipsis 

qua religiosis (intuitu religiosi instituti), per modum sive legatorum 

sive donationum sive aliarum oblationum sive industriae propriae, id 

totum pertinet ad Patres Benedictinos, qui etiam administrant illud 

(canones 580,ë2; 630,0). 

12. Exemptum a turisdiotione paroeciali Seminarium este, et pare -

chi offioium obeat Seminarii Reotor eiusve delegatus (canon 1368). 

13. Quotiesoumque Ordinarius arohidioeceseos Vanouveriensis vel 

paroohi indiguerint minieterio monaohorum sive apud Ladner, B.C. sive 

in nova fundatione oanonioe erecta, monaohi libenter praestabunt 

illud, salva religiosa disciplina, canon 608,#1. 

14. Quod attinet asoeticam institutionem alumnorum, haeo perfici-

enda est iuxta sanas regulas asoetioas, et imprimis observetur canon 

1367, cul addenda est reeolleotio mensilis. Missa quotidiana erit 

eadem ao oommunitatis religiosae. 

15. In solentifioa alumnorum institutione sequendus est, tamquam 

norma generalis, canon 1364, qui vindioat primam partem religiosae 

instruotioni, deinde linguae latinae ac patriae (so.anglioae), et &e 

muni eeteris disoiplinis prout tradi salent in regione respeotiva. 

Quae partioularia determinanda sunt in horario diel ive studiorum. 

16. Quoad reoreationem et sanitarias reulas quaedam consuls, 

notatu digna, faota sunt a S.C. Seminariorum et Universitatum, die 

25 Januarii 1.928 pro Statibus Foederatis data. Ibi dioitur propor-

tionatam reoreationem esse indispensabilem tum pro spiritu oum mente, 

at non esse putandam inem ipsum, sed medium ad inem. Propterea semi -

1( 
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naria non ease inatituta ad athletaaproduoendos. Item munditiem 

personae propriae esse neoessariam at observandas esse regulas 

modestiae. (Non invenitur in A.S.S., sed In Canon Law Digest, pag. 

352 sq.) 

17. Quodsi oontigørit, ex gravl et iusta cause, ut Patree 

Abbatiae S. Benedieti apud Mount Angel, Oregon, oenseant regimen 

Seminaril Minoris spud Ladner, B.O. non ease oontinuendum, tune 

artioalus sub n. S est omnino observandus; at ex ista dielunotione 

Seminarii et domus religlosae forsitan lam oanonioe ereotae, huia 

posteriori nullum infertur praeiudiolum, nisi seous provideat 

Sedee Apoetolioa. 

Arohipraesul Tanouveriensis, B.O. 

Abbas Co-adjutor Abbatiae S. Beuedioti 
aud Mt. Angel 

GR 



INSTRumENTUm PAM' /NIT' INTER ARCHIDIOECESIV VANOMERIERAL.,,B 0.CANADA 

ET 

A82ATIAM B. BFNE X CTI AVM YOU ANGE1,OREGiN U.S4A. 

Cur.  Exeelaue ILD.W.M.Duke,Archlpraesul Vancuverienele, B.C. in 

ditione Canadenei patient a Re. D.Thoma Meler,048.8.,Abbate Coadla-

tore monseterli S.Benedicati apud Mount AngelsCregon,In instants Foe-

deratie Americae SeptemtrIonalles ul dilate Abbatla suecipiat regimen 

Seminarli illnorisouno temporie existentle apud Ladner, B.O. at in-. 

eimul fundet domm, re1igiosam in dicta Arehidloeopel Vanouveriensi, 

praefata Abbatia °onset hub c laudobill desiderlo seee aocedendum sub 

sequentlbut condltionlbuo: 

L'Abbatla S.Benedicti apud Mount Angel,ftegon, 1L8.Aw paratam as 

declarat ad susoipiendum regimen Semlnarii Mileorie apud tadner#B..C. 

memo Septembri 1939 idemque proeoquendum ueqUe ad"templas quo con.. 

tractile perdurat. 

2. Pro an= moat adoriendo scholastic° quinque ?Ore* abbatiae S. 

Benedlott,libere select& ab Abbate eluedem monaeteril S.Beneelatl, 

mittentur ad Ladner, B.C. Ideti Abbas deelgnabit Superlorem dowue re-

ligiose° in futuxo erigendaeint:onon at Bectorem,qul posterior tm&cn 

Indlget approbationem loci Ordinarii ArchidioeceecAoe,quomeque Seml-

narium non eat canonice incorporatum novae fundzItioni religioeae. 

3. Quinque sodalee abbatlae S.Benedlotl recipient unuequieque,qua 

praeoeptoree Seminaril Minorie,habltationeu at euetentationem congru-

am pro rata annua donee dollue religtoes canonici erecta 

fuerit.Poet hoc temple contributio ea1arli(V50,CO)cessabit at loco 

clue eive Archidiceoesie eiVe singull alumnX solvent pro viotu at 

tuitione coneuetum etipendlum prout In ueu eat in eemlnarile allle 

hulue reglonle.Poet fundationem oanoni0oz domue religloeae etatue 

materialis Sena rll adminietrabitur a Patribue Benedlotlnie,quibue 

commiesum flat regimen Semlnarli. 
13 
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4..Regihen Semtnaril ae:.umptum a Petribus Benadiatinis perdurabit 

a menue Septembri 1939 unque ad mensam Septebrem 1949 apud Ladner. 

B.0.01.1 Interim locus ;.tler pre fund 'Wm Ào us religiose.° 

turit eeleatue. 

5. Let emper id earvetureutosi una para contrahenti: °mum rit* 

bona fide, contract= ease aut finiunda aut mutandum poet lapeum 

tealporie contraatiecomeneue S.O.Seminarierum et Universit tue ob. 

tineaturpet notitia hull» mutationle alteri parti infra %MUM 

aut Item infra eex mannes ceruluniostur. 

6. Pro nunc ternporie quinque Patres minai ad uner,B.O.00etitu. 

-nt eic'dictum Prioratum Simplicam, wievie nondum °Leonia° arectum 

et, qua Recylares,guuent exemptions oonoesea a lure(oanon 615 Qom-

paratum oui . can.617)0qui aequentue %seam S,Patenadleti et Con ti. 

tutionc4 Relvete-Americeme prout approbataa a S.C.Religioso. die 

9.SeptGrabrie 1924.';;u:trmilu tam« sodalee aiud Ladner,B.C. constitaunt 

tantum *Prieratulf., Simplicuiteleti retina/it iura espitularia in prot-

prie menaeterio(Oonst.lielveto-Ameriaamae,n.7). 

7. Oteu,que late *Prioratue Simplex coneertitur in cure:mice 

erectumibeneplaoltum Apostolic= requiritur et consensus loci Ordlna. 

rli in noriptie datu.**eleut praencribit canon 497„f1. 

S. Regundui- eat Seolnarlum luxta regulae sorlptae approbatas a loci 

Ordlnarlooquae regulae deaeantur .tu alumni ..uum olantes*qui in berm 

inetitutionen o utt impendunt(canon 1357443),et nervari debent 

ab Spiritu vere eacleslaetiao(canen 1360,f2). 

9. Superior rellgleaue necnon Officiales,Oonfesearil et Director 

Spiritualle deei•.,na.ntur ad aormaa es • oasionut,;tuti.diu Bertl narr twit non 

eat 'Twerps:prat= domul religieeae ,HArnice arectae(can.514,S75,1360 fI). 
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10. Rector Seminarli Minoris tenet= referre,unoquoque eemeetri 

loci Ordinario de Inetitutlone eccleniaaticaplitterarta et eolenti-

f1ca alumnorum (canon 1357„#2). 

11. QUOdaumque trlbultur Semlnario,qua tali(intuttu seminara)per 

modum sive legatorum eive donationum arve allarum oblationum,14 °maw 

pertinet ad Seminartum.At quodoumque tribultur =male vel Ipeia 

qua re11giouls(lntultu rellglosi.inetituti),per modum eive legatorum 

tivs donationum sive aliarum oblationum sive induetriae propriae,ld 

tot« pertlnet ad Patree Benedictinos,.qui etlar  administrant 111u4 

(canoe e 5$0,.#2; 63033). 

12. Exemptum a kurledictione paroeciall SeutnLrlum eato„et paro. 

chi officium °boat 3ez4inaril Rector elueve delegatus(manon /3615). 

I3.,Cipotiesoumque Ordinarius archi4loe0elAce.Vancuvezienele vel 

paroChl indiagerint ministeric monachorum aiv apud Ladner,13.C. sive 

14 nova tunOations canonIce erectaolonachi libenter praeetabunt 

religlosa dieciplina,canon 6004,#1. 

14. Quad attinet asoetIcam institutionem alumnorum, haec perfloi-

enda:est luxta same regulas aecet1cau,et imprimie obeervetur canon 

1367,oul aodenda eat recollectio memillasitiesa quotidiana erit 

stadem so communItatie religiceae. 

15, In acientifice alumnorum inetitutione sequentwe est,tamquam 

norma generalim,canon 1364,qui vindicat prim am Part« rellgiceise 

instructioni, Wanda lingua latinae ac patrlae(ec.anglicae),et de. 

mum ceteris disciplinie prout tradi solent In regione respectIva. 

Ome.Partiou3arla determlnanda aunt In horario diet eive studiorum. 

16. Quoad reoreationem at sanitarlas rt:g4ae quaedam 0,0119114as 

notatu digna,facta ems4 a S.C.Semlnarlorum et Universitatum,dle 

25.Januar11 192$ pro Stat thus Poederatis data. Ibi dicltur propor. 

tionatam recrentionem ease indtspensabllem tum pro epiritu cam manta, 

at non esp. putandam £inem ipsum,sed medium a finem.Propterea semi. 
1,5 



maria non nase in ti tuta au athl tae produoentios. Item munuitie 

prupriue 04116 fl oneen.riam at observandas eeee regulae 

modeetlae,(Non Inv nitur In A.8.etteeed la non Law DIgeatapag• 

352 eq.). 
f:Xodli oonti. rlt*tx gravi et 1 eta caunaM Patron 

Abbatlae eaene.uiel aud Mount tag 1.0r-Jgon1oens..ant regien 

8em1narli enorte apud tadnere B.C. non oontlnucndum,tunn 

artIoulus sub a.5 est offiniurà obe:Érvanuus; eLt ex tete dlAlunotaxin 

Semlnarll et domun rclliosae for; .tan tenonikuG-nrootae,huip 

poetür1or5.nullum irr rtur pracludlotumin 

Sectes Apcv 

,..`"""),11,..C•CrMaSar 

irehiprneoul Vanouver5_ U.Q. 

fa•mamecvadaIimen 

,Lbbas jutor Abbeti Bene:: :A-4 
Ud t. grol 



CONTEMN SOIPTA inter 
ARCRUPISCOPUN VANOUVERI2NUM et PRIORZU 00 VUTUALe, 0.3.2.. 

Priorstua heacti Jogeph de New, -Jestlinster, 
bee coseunttati Seettnerit Itajorte et Miner's regimen 302Al'-c-. 

...111.1•••• 
...e.1..«.•••••,411•1111.11111,1••••11e1•111.4. 

In honore 
SAWTIMIWAR LUDIVIDUAlt TRINITATM 

mumuu ARGUS pm, ARCEIIPMOSPU3 YABINVIZIMIS et 
magrueUWED* 0.5.24, PRIOR agIVENVIALIS WN9TISMASTERII 

46 regintre Seninarti majoris et extorts Mace pratsentibum «mutant: 

A. semln*rta major et minus e ()hest, Rage Sennertg dioaneeene 
Archidioenealsee Teneuverienals aunt. 

B. Yuan* et cede. utriugeme sailnarii ed Prick:rat= ovetmonanterti pertinent. 

C. 'reimport' spati.;_ quo oonventto vigebit duodena annaras exit. 

D. Nest= pars sonventionea »Moisters vel innatare poterit, sties egpleto temporte 
»patio per oiled egProbate eat, nisi S. Onegrattonia de fflinATile Sangen.% Prgo› 
habtto atque Uteri" pert* anno, val saltes sex smeibus, ante grunion/tat 

Z. drehlePle430P0 Vencoveriengi $ag regervetur noelnationem sentorte et Directoria 
Spiritus »Amon et Caglatmammtutrinnue seminarii approbandis Degntatorma vier° 
=eta* ad norman gan. 1339 0.1.0. ingtituendt erunt ab Archiegenopo Yennaverifte, 
qams inter ellgendug eet, aesentiente Prior*, unua *Item Deputatue ex Prtoretu 
3. Xeseeh de Meriestmlni5ter (»dint* Sancti Nenedietil tertio, relatione% ad 
ingulorma mome enamor= in pietate doetrinsque proteetax quad attinet eaten 
quotannie Ordinerlo adhibendint rocipiendi Agehiepiseope vancoverienei Jos 
reservetur. 

J. ArelletecoP6 Vencuverleassi jug reservatur rationmo studlorum utriuna Seuteer/1 
approbandi. 

G. Leg eto Norma* Surte senineril 21/KAMM node:random eat dilueide as «melons 
Agniticeri debent. erearon «gouger, ab Arehiepiselece Veneuvoriensi at 
Priors '!;sertnonagterii approbetam, lade comeentioni adnerm invenietur. 

u. glaugulec hailed sonventioni, firma* **meant, non cbstenti- Taibusquisque 
Prieletin Ordint Sextett Senedieti col:Loess/es 

I. Sealnartmquomd temporal/a depandst e monasterio. 

Grainer/us alumnae duo* in hoe seenariaminttet salvia caeibus ffluitaribas 
in Taibug prudent goo Judie:10 quesitbet alumna in elitist seningehamittento 
»aerials »iliac normieret. 

N. Mn* alannorum pengio Arehiepiecogi et Pee:4s gonventualig 
relinquetur, $axta *audition's oeconaninge preevelentes. 

L. case quo Archiepiscopal:4 tanderarienele, Sacra* geagregetionis de Benanartie 
conseneu prashabito„ conventioni hut* tarsi= gomerit et seninarie dimmest= 
la proprios waas *Meg tranetalerit, mongetertna rebates in poster= ratinera 
potent in qua alumni religioni et sessulares sd sac= Presbyterial= gtudia gro-
gnai possint. 

M. »men semlnarii retinebitar, neap*: Isertnerium a Christ; Reset. 

semianrium varo meets sensu grit in quo reciPlentur golumgodo Juveee* 
gut ad agoras ?resbyteratum studio. Prcenuendi Meat« hebest. Hoe temperis 
natant() seninert= mime philorophian eoNgectitar. 

Areblepisoopug jus sourn. tastur J321,10=41 seminar/wm. dioecesenum quotiesqueque 
ei plannerit itemque »emend/ et emendandi Inge Joel': legen eommunes val part/ogler-
em et nornat a a. gongregatioae it. scalnarite constitute, ad *eardrum alumna rite 
ingtituendos pietate, saientia, diseiplina minas oonterre videentur. 

.2S‘ Datum vatounang di* ..... mangle. .. 7iane 1942 velett.; 

AiLee V 5 emitis 
GULIALAS MUMS DUXX 
ArchteplJeopos Vanouverien. 

MMUS MUD, 0.8.26 
Testis .  Prior Conventuelle Negtmongetertt 



COMENTIO SORIPTA inter 
ARCSIMPISCŒVIS VANCUVERUMM et PRIOR( CONVENTUALEK, 0.S.B., 

Prioratus Senti Yoseph de biele'gestmineter, 
huie Communitati Seminarii Majorie et Minons regimen commitens. 

.I111311 .toT1 
In honore 

$PNCTISSflfÅ T INDIV/DUAZ TRINITATIS 
GuLnimus MARCUS DUE!, ARCHIEPISCOPUS VANCUVERIEESIS et 
EMBNIUSIŒDVED, 0.8.B,-..,22.I.02.,CCEPTZSWAIJSSTESTM0NASTIMII 

de regimine seminarii Ueorii-eettilorfs hiSce praesantibus conveniunt: 

A. Seminerfiliai:UsLU;zagUa ngied- gîgfeger-iirjakTUreeîcna 
Archidioeoeseos Vanouveriensis sunt. 

-po—e 

B. Fundus et aedes utriusqne seminarii ad Prioratum lestmonesterii pertinent. 

C. Temporis epatiem quo conYentlo vigebit diacdsleisz annorum erit. 
. .1(J: d • • t "31•.;.1e. .ÉCII9Vn ' 0011 2-0 9,1 
D. Neutra pars eonventionem rescindera Tel imuntare poterit, etiam expleto tempceis 

insinereteieseretilles‘PgreE atm fige g adistere salie eke tepil crin tionitearétteeoetePu prao-
habito atque altera parte anno, vel salten S.« menaibus, ante praemanita. 

-es:Je-ut ,?1; • urrnr,i--'r.I1- ta armedsri stel .81-erml-::::st9erseneeW. ,Z. 8.0 
I. Arzulepiseopo vancuveriensi jus reservetur umminazienem Receoris et eirectoris 

Spiritus nom= et 7,Asistroran utrius.gue 5eminar4 apgrobandi; Deputatorum vero 
  adiàsetdf:leffletki "lifià&ereriensi , 

quos inter eligeadus ont, aasentiente Priore, unus alterve Deputatus ex Prioratu 
bose ZPseelsafzte New .'statateteir crrent.semet;i: este:lied p tert±%, elearete_gT -Led 

sisguiorur auorurt alumnorum in pietat e doctrinaire° prof ectu!.-i quod .attinet saltem 
1mb 5"4"1%5 5- Weirleeelebi.4,f11crfe-31'311frebsg-13MTerreleteelliUnts r " 

'124.:iiik>31-sC'6pe ràigtieeteese ràî4-,4t-irle AtiweePadrieur. %%9eeesekinarii 
approbanei. 

aPyr. I 2!, «i•'îore.1-31.11../4.%1 :197'Pert4e151/§0•e.r.ertdne ein d441-1:teee ef:P:CŒleinne 
significari debet. Normaram examplar, ab Archiepiscopo Veneuveriensi et a 

'ere4'neliest091a8e41.11.7).2-7-liltsleiliamff.LventlegigrienEwre-41/7,ellitteen n1 

H. Clensulae hujus conventionis firmae maneant, non obstantibus quibusemque 
privilegiis Ordini Sancti Benedicti eoncessis. 

I. Seminarium quoad temporelle deluteelatMittaasterio. 

J. Crdinarius aIumnos mes in,ec-eminsp‘ssittat salvis casibus peculiaribus 
in quibus prudenti sue-jàrceaàlibet-elranent in aliud seminarium mittendo 
leclesiae melius coneuleret. 

K. Annua aIumnorum pensie arbitrio Archieplecopi et Prions Conventualis 
re1ieq401fire:Yetà coadelones oeconomicas oraevalentes. 

L. casu quo Åre i&pfoöp Vancuveniensis, Sacrais Congregationis de Seminariis 
consensu praéhabito, conventioni hule terminum posuerit et semineria dioecesana 
in proprias suas aedes transtulerit, monasterlum sdholam in posterum retinere 
patent in qua alunie religioei st saeculares ad sacrum Presbyteratum studia pro-
sequi possint. 

M. Nomen secinarii retinebitur, nempe: 'seminarium a Christo Rage'. 

N. Seminarium vero nominis sensu erit in quo recipientur solummodo juvenes 
qui ad sacrum Presbyteratum studia prosequendi mentent habent. Hoe temporis 
mamento seminarium minus philoeophiam complectltur. 

0. archlepiscopus jus suum tuetur invisendi samiaarium dioecesannm quotiesqumque 
ei placuerit itemque removéndi et enendandi quae juxta legen cornunem vel partieular-
es et normas a S. Congregatione de Saminarils eonstitutas ad sacrorua .3_i;.inp7eos rite 
instituendos pietate, scientia, disciplina minus conf erre videantur. - 

Datum VANCUVERIAE die .tes‘e." mensis.»A&A  anno 1949 

Testia 

Testis fo." .../11•• 

*IL --3«,ictLek449 inuttto .611.4.kt 

GULIKLMUS MARG( DUKE 
lechiepiscopus vancuverien. 

EtFCeterc.4_,977(e-e4,,u4Ma4g3, 
_Dve», 0.5.13. 

Prior Conventualis lestmonasterii 



, 
c_g_Kr5-7-- • -A_ c K uk) 

'OONVX:ZéDa* SCR=A lutar r_k( 
ARGHIBPZSOOPUU VANWURLI,N53.411 et PRIOR- GO.IfENTUALZU, --

Priaratas Smatt Joao>11 da Now-weetmlnater, 
hula connualtati seminara Majoria et Uinoris regimen commitant. 

arip.mil.m..7~4■111W.WMINN/ 

Vi honore 
SANCTIa3IM r IIMIVIDUAK TRWITATIS 

MILIELMI'S ILIATMLIS IXTECKkiMqgZEIgg0n5r.p.,WO.UVaRIEMIS et 
suoursus mrs1ni4, PRIOR C0Nt.:2•Ci<flif.1.3 7i1;51".,901,1A3TMECI 

de regil?..4.-1..g..e. ,4424, tz.9411 149.i.k.1>X'W.a.:~4.kla 00AVQ:1114nt: 

A. seminaria majua et minus n Christo.Sogala dioeceaana 
Arobldioecoaeoa Vancuverienala sunt. 

..j3.11zNdtgid (k.taeg.9QtTg.tf4Mq4kkel. PP~Xli i A4:Pri.P1:1~N.-eig.$111t~lij.piarti nent. 

•T,~,;41294:9431Jk :..a.Pa~.1,1Wite ;i li i- .•-.'e S_ . 3 

3 b' e Y,~- P9.; .5'041.1;nt,192:19ø. rP8ø.-Se?°43:1'44~Ar.ø. )2~ktri ,..2,c.4x:ftx21.0te •,tgr.aperie 
spatia per (juod approbata eat, flist S, Con‘,regationie de seminariie coneensa prae.. 
h~gkg9:a~g PS,rt9ii4n4Nov9,1.JA4UWee4: 4~1~4. autez)prnemouttn. 

' 

5. LArchiepi oop,pvononv:Ipzºonsl..j,4p, .goseryot,71~. .001i9,412;k:Rea:t4)744;io.t.,: Dixeetorl.a, r. 
. Spiritus. neonen et Magi streruza ntrinecino senalnarii ap,?robon511. ; D eputatorza 'vere 
ógetns, ad ..p...,kn ,e ant, ,1.9, 4i. Q. .inot ttuendi rezwtt ,0-: Aren iepIL.so ope ..„Vaacruyer least . 

: quoi lutr eligendua ant, agaentikulta Pi;ioro, uuus al-rvet Deputatitia ex pr1w.E4-12 
gP,4*; .1.14.›...»M. VN>B*41.1=1~ .0,1441,11 Zargt;..2§454Let441tqztto,.:xe1atban4saLcul .. 

aingulorum suer= alumnorum In pieteta doctrinaqua protectum quod attinet saltai 
quatennis Ordintrió adhibendam reolpiendt Arehlepiaeope Vanouverieneinao? ' ... 
rosarvetur. 

J 

,-- • • 2 Y. Archiapisoopo VanouVaxisasi J48 reservat= ratio as; studiorum utrivaque seminara k 
-.nee»;9b31.1‹.Wi/..,,_ Lb  IJ:,.ii,Ji.,. ?..;.;d. X0 • , 0.:.'.r.i_GA lij j s'3,4 , , 

' G. 1.ezc..-eat.SOLao,...ju,..d43•3~-iliregimen.moderandum.ant?.dlluoideiaacancinn,O.cl 
... 

. aigniticai/ debent. NarQarum exaspiar, ab Arehleplacapo Vancuveriensi et a 

1 Prior. Wastaosaaterli apgrabatum, huia oonventioni afinexum inveniet  
4 

4 , 
a. Olausulaa hujus oanventionia J.rmaa mansant, non obataatibua quibusqumqua ..-

1 privilegga Ordini Sanati Benadiati;taanaasals. ' 1. 
i 

I. 4iiniarlura quoad tomorella depandot a mpaastario. , 

i 
' 31 . i)•:;:,3 2 

, 

.1 1 :, Ordinariva alumnos suaa in hoa eeminaritun zilttat salvia eaaibua peoultaribus ,. 
i in.quibue prudenti aua judiclo quemabat.alumnum in &dua gemjnoriummittendo i 
i Sneies-lee mallue =mule:ret. 

• 3sii'.£i33ty.y.:),_,-;.: 
K. Annua alumnorwn penaio arbitrio Arehieplacopi et 2rioris Couventualla 

relinquetur, juxte,:nanditiones oeconamicas preevalentes. 
z , ! 

, 

Casu queblelPlacopua.Vanzuverlonsis, Saum> Cousregationis da Saminarlia 
couaenau praebabito, co:uvant/on/ huie %orgla= paSnerit st Saminarla dlosassana 
In propriaa aua° »daa tranatulerit, monaaterium eaboltua in paaterum regner« 
potorit in qua almnal religloal et ~ular« ad saarua PrQsbyteratum studia prow. 
»gul possint, 

U. Nomen seminaril rstinebitur, agimpel /SszinarlUa a Christo Rage.. 

N. Seminarium vara naminie senen erit in quo reelpientur solummodo juvautta 
qui ad eaoruM Precbyteratum studia ,presecinendi moutunhabent. Uoe tamparia 
momento samiaariustlinus philaso>hiam compIectitur. 

0. Archiepiséopus jus suum tuetur tiavieendl aeminarium dioeoeaanum quatioaquaqua 
ei piaauerit itemque removendl atOmendandi quae juita lagom cammunom val particularw 
em et normaa a 8. Congregatione dOSeminaraacoustitutas ad saarOma alumnaa rite ' 
inatituendaa pletate, ecientia, disolplina minus conferra videantur. 

n . 
Datua VANCUTZRIAZ dis aeasié.WWW'å'.. anho 1949 

Taatil www ww * * 44 ut.4.44.•4 4, 

-•{JAPI414,q4 41-ac4/ 
GULIELMUS UARCUS DUU 
Are11409/goopus 'Van« erlen. 

r::.3%/0 U DYED, 0.S.B, 
Prior Coaventualia Waatmonaatera• 
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TTLI: CONTRACT BEM= 
The ARCUISROP Or VAiV..t.,R ‹1:41,:t1S Ci4.ThA*J 

Or Saint Joepbuet 2rioryb ,;eetwin~r, co lItihg to taro ,':unitgy the 
of - "ajor and Alnior Famiatry of Christ the  

.1.0111. 4.11, 

IS EMUS Or TES MUITROLY AND UNDIV1DZD TRINITY 
TWO NARK 1,33, AROSBISSOP Or /It:SVJk aad 

PRIOR Or i•J:WFQ:ZIT,Ut 

A. th* ,or and Junior Saminary of Christ to e also the Diocesan sgminarias Of 
the Arehdiocese, of Vancouver. 

2, The lend atod buildings of both Settlatrit& belong to Ainetsr Priory. 

C. The length of during *bleb the contract shall re.ein in farce Shall, 
twelve scarf,. 

geither party he able to reteied or chac;;* the contract, even after tt, 
_;2110-4_4 ot time - for *lish it hitg ben approved has expirat, unless the comout of the 
gageM octaga(tLation of govinarlee has first beau obtained and the other Orty 
previcualy notified a>ear or at leant alz :Jontnal 

To the Archbishop of Vancouver Is rescrved the right ot approviag the nominatioh 
of the Rector and the Spiritnal Director end also of the teacherg of both 
gmlumriesi the som, of doputisa howwvar, go4otdiog to Canon 1359 of the  
',All be appointed by the Arehhighep of Vanemver, anQ WhOn one or other 
deputy, with the apèroveil or the 71--viar, ytil 110 chosen to  the Priory of St. 
Joseph, 3es'',1,eatainater, of the Order of St. lenediet; third/7, the right 
reserved to the Arohbishop f Unnouvtr of receiving the report to be ,lede 

00942 a jr to the Ordinary with reerrd to the proasa in piety and learnial 
of his stelalto. 

T. To the Archbishop or vannouver le ~croon the r12:11t of *pproviag the 'our*. Of 
,t.adiel in both Bosinarle24. 

G. The or Rules governing the conduct ct the L'aftry list be clecrly sad con 
eisely stated. A copy of the Rules, applvved by the Arehbi*op of Vancouver 
asd by the Prior of -cat=inater, shall be found ttached to this coatraeti 

11. Lot the provision of this contract tsarina in forces notirtastsnálne ,JQy priTtuta, 
'ranted to the Qrder of St. Benodiet. 

I. The neTinery as regard texporalitiee depend* on the .k:Jnastery. 

J"_ Lot the ordinary send hie students to this Sailinery except for spehial (AA« 
lithicb, according to his prudent judgaent,he 'would be acting iu the better inteYoet@ 
of the church by gentling ar, '2 etudes* to another Sumlhary. 

I. The annoal foes for students shell be loft to the discretion of the Archbishop 
of the Conventual Prier, »oording to the ooTailin- ec000mie coo4iti(.2e4. 

L. in the event that the ArehhighoP ef Vencouver with the approval of the sacrttd 
congregation of Seninariee mhoald tersalnatg this *entree% end transfer the 
DiOcatan sellinaries, into to ova building, the Jiosantory shall be able for th 
future to retctn the son A31 in 'which religions and secular studente can carry ent 
their studies for the sacred priesthoc,.., 

The nano of the gumlnery chilli he retained, namelyi escutherl of Christ the 

it shall be a !Winery ia the true sense of the nems, in which shall be admitted 
only young men vino itavo the intention of carryin oat their studies for the saarcd 
priesthood. At the present raosont the Junior 5,n-twirl included philoc000. 

O. The Arehbishop retains the light of vititiag the Dicoesan Seminary vámaeTtfr 
ploages cad of romovi::: and Improving *betover, according to oommos 
particular law and the regulation& drawn*, by the Sscrod Congregatiou of 
gecinariea, WO a mot to be conduolve to the :Iroper training of students for 
enred ord ; in piety, knOel,J.i;e aad difficipnne. 

t, St-..7rwgrgmyrr, 2.C. day . . 4'3'41. year 1943 

U)titUd& k)Ltiik  $(/%M_ 

. 
MARX rtri• 

J111SCO1SSOP ar lANCOUVIR 

CuaV.2,;:kUlkL 2Ritil er .5settorsa 



db~tio B (revisa) 
CONVENT» SCRIPTA inter 

Aa:S:1E215001W TANCUVERIENSXM et Panimm GONVENTUALM, 0.8.B., 
Prloratun B&aatl Jocaph de New Westminster, 

hui* cammunitati Sominarii »Joris it Minoris regiem' ~Kitten.. 

In amore 
SANCTISSIMAE ET INDIVIDUAE TRINITATIS 

GCLIELMUS MARCUS DUKK, ARCEIXPISCOPUS VANCUVERIEMS et 
Emons MEM», 0.S.B., PRIOR CONVENTUALIS WESTMONASTERII 
de regimins sexinarli »Joris et mineris hisoe praesentibua olobreniunt: 

A. Elosiiarlo, ~jus et minus a christo Rage seminaria dioeoesana 
Arehidloeesaeos Vtactiverlamnis Runt. 

B. Tundua et aedes utriusque saminirii ad Prioratux Wesimmakaterrii pertinent. 

C. Temporis spatim4 que sourestio sigebit duodecia arnorma grit. 

D. Neutra pars econventlaaea resoladere vel immature poterit, etiaa expleto temporia 
spatio per qaod approbats eet, nini 3. Oongregationin de Sdeitarliá couseasU prae-
habito atque altera part* &ano, neitta sex xessibus, ante preemonita. 

E. Arehispissopo rmaeuverienial jus reservetur nonnationag Reotoria et Dirsotoris 
Spiritus *saxen et Meglotrorkm ntriusquo sominarit Wroaandli Deputatorux verso 
ooetus ad noraan sax. 1Z590.1.0 instlYuendi erunt ab Arohlepisoopo Vunouverieusl, 
pos inter ellgendus erit umun alterrepeputatue ex prioratu S. Xoseph de Wow 
testminster ordinis sanoti Benedioti; tertio, relatiounim ad singuloram suorum 
alumnorum in pletate dootrinaque profeetum quod attinet stilten quotannis Ordinarii) 
adhibesdam ren:piel:ta Arehisplsoopo liknonverienSi jun reservetur. 

T. Axmhieplieope raueuverlensi jus reservatur ratio: studierua utriusque sennaril 
approbandi. 

Lix agála Normae Jamt& seminarli **Mimen nadere:IJ:du& est dilueids en ooneimee 
eignifleari debeat. ~arms exemplair, ab Arohiepiseopo Taairaverierisi et a 
Priors restmonasterli approbatwn, huie eourestioni adurcum inrenietur. 

• Glausulas hujus om:va:atlant* firma° mansant, non obsteatibus quibwiquu-g.iis 
privileglis Ordial ~Roti iMnedieti ~cassis. 

1. Seminarium (lama temporalia dopende% e aonasterie. 

3. Ordlgarius aluanos waoe in hoe smainaritua sittet seivis easibus pomliaribus 
in (kalbas ~anti sus' Judicia quealibet alumnum in talud seminaria& sittende 
Keelesias melius eoasuleret. 

• Annna giumnoram ~aio arbitrio Arohiepiseopi et Priori* Conventualle 
ralinquetur, junta nondltionee °economie«. praeralentes. 

L. Com quo Arohlogigeolluit Vtkouvorionaik, Secrae Congregstionis de seminarlie 
oeueenam pamehabito, oonventiasi hula ternimun ponuerit et seadnaria dioatesana 
lx propria* gaas aedes transtulerit, monasterium scholen lu posterum retiaere 
poterit in qua alumni religion et sneouleres ad saorum Presbyteratum studia pro-
snul possiut. 

Nomen sesimaril retiaebitur, nexpe: fstainarium a chrlato Regi'. 

N. Seminarium Tere ~nis sensu *rit in quo raelpientur soluanodo juvenes 
44 ad ~ram Pansbyteratum studie prosequendi inentemhabeat. Roe tegporis 
momento leglallitriMB minus philonophiaa oomploOtitur. 

p. Arehispiscopus jus sunn tuetur invisendi seminarium dioeessauam quatienqumque 
el plaeuerit itamque remiorendi st amendandi qua, jurta leger memmen vel partloularea 
et norMao a 5. Congrmatione de Seminerila aonstltatas ad ~rome alumnos rits 
instituendos pistate, aneutia, disciplius minus oonforre videantur, 

DATUk TANCUVERIAZ die ..... . music   anno 1949 

GCLIELMCS MARCUS DUKK 
Arehlepiecopys-. Yanouverien. 

~ti*  

xuusialub mintrfg. O.S.B. 
Testis  • prior ,c.._,Teatualliát VU:3,oxasterll 
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Rt. Rev. Monsignor Ernesto Ruf fini, 
Secretary of the Sacred Congregation of -1-

Seminaries and Universities, 
Palazzo delle Congregation, 
Piazza S. Calisto. 
ROM' 

Dear Mbneignor Ruffini: 

I am writing you concerning the Junior Seminary of Christ 
the King at Ladner, B. C. 

Spiritually and materially it has made satisfactory progress 
since its foundation in dqi . Its first class of students 
advanced this year to the major seminary at Edmonton where its 
members are held in high esteem for their junior seminary training. 

The intellectual progress at the seminary has not been so sat-
isfactory, due to the difficulty of procuring and retaining suit-
able and capable professors for the classes. ' At present we 
have not professors among our own clergy. We are, however, pre-
paring the most capable of our present major seminarians for this 
work and in four years, with God's help, will have the necessary 
professors. 

In the meanwhile we need every available diocesan priest for 
the parish work of the diocese, which grows daily due to the 
influx of settlers to this province of desirable climate and 
opportunities. 

The Benedictine Fathers of Mount Angel, flregoe, n, wish to 
make a foundation in the Archdiocese. They desire above all to 
found a monastery and attach to it the junior seminary work to 
which they would confine their activities. They would not take 
over our property, but they would acquire a suitable property 
for their monastery closer to the city of Vancouver and add to 
it the necessary buildings for the junior seminary work. 

They say they have many suitable and capable priests for 
this important work, and would bend all their efforts to make it 
an ideal junior seminary according to the mind of the Church. 

While we realize that this would help us at the moment when 
we have no professors and need every available priest for parish 
work, we are unable to decide ourselves whether or not this would 
be a good thing for the Church. 

The work of small seminaries is not specifically the work of 
the Benedictine Order. It would seem also that the junior seminary 
in the hands of the secular clergy and under the direct supervision 
of the Ordinary would be more the mind of Holy Church, and in the 
long run better for the diocese in the work ofvsecular vocations 

In"" 



2. 
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and training geleth for the sublime vocation of Holy Priesthood. 
e 

It would help me very much to have the advice of the Holy 
Father and perhaps the direction of the Sacred Congregation, which 
I will gladly follow as the expression of God's Holy Will in this 
important decision. 

The precious words of our beloved Holy Father addressed to 
the world on the questions of the day reach us through the press 
and exercise a marvellous power in forming public opinion for good 

k.c 044//et in these evil times in which we live. We take this occasion of 
offering Him the assurance of (me filial devotion and ZIrm prayer47«4#4"4 
for all His needs. cer.,4u;a 

Recommending to your prayers at Holy Mass the work of Holy 
Church in this Archdiocese, I beg to remain, with sentiments of 
profound respect 

Devotedly yours in Christ, 

W. M. Du.ke 
Archbishop of Tana)uver. 

o7 



Vaneuveriae, die 25 Novembrls 1938. 

Ill.mo so Rev.mo D.no Ernesto RUFFIN1, 
Saor. CongTeg. de Seminarils et 

de Universitatibna Studiorun, Secreterio, 
Palazzo delle Congregazioni, 
Piazza 3. Callsto, 
RO ILA M. 

Ill.me an Rev. Domino: 

Hiace preesentlbus de Seminario minore a Chriato Rego spud Ladner, B. C.,Tecum contero. 
Quod ad vitam spiritual= et rem familiar= attlnet,, 

protect= wade suffielentem bade ab erectione mense Octobri 1931 exhibult. 
Alumni qn1 tuno tempora annum secundum studiorun superiorum in afIntivArlo 
minor° iniverunt, bno anno in Seminarian jun apud 3dmenton, Alberta, 
ingresal aunt, nbl maxim' meritt pro ettorenticte in deminario minors recepta 
judicati aunt. 

Profectus vero intelleotualis in Semlnerio adnore 
non adeo aatisfecit ex diffioultate obtinendi et retinendi magistroe Idoneoe 
et oapacee ad disciplines tradendaa. Etc tempore non habemus nieistros Inter 
proprium Nostrum eieren. Sed qnosdam ex alumnis in Seminario major° ingenio 
praestantea ad hoc mums praeraramaa et intra quattuor &mop, Deo adjavante, 
post reeeptnmiab eta presbyteratus ordibelni, magistros neeessarlos babebinms. 

Interim opus est Noble quoque llbero eacerdote 
dioecesano ad. miniaterium paroeoiale dioeceeia, quae in dies cresolt propter 
adventum land£Tantiam in ham provinciam mitt bleme et bona spe gaudentem. 

Patrea ex ordine Sancti Benedicti spud ~tom Angell, 
Oregon, fundetionem in Archidineoesi facere volunt. 

Menasteriam erigere eique direction= seminarli 
mineris adjungere et its labores definire aummopere ouniunt. 

Fundam Nostrum sibi assnmere nilunt, sed fund= 

monasterlo aptam propiva civitati Vancuverienal aoquirerent ibique sedIflota 

seminario minori necessaria adderent. 
Dionnt se plures sanerdotea idoneos at perltos ad 

hoc sammum «finites habere geque omnibus viribaa adnixnros ease ut 

seminarium minus ideala juxta mentem Ecolesiae efficient. 

.orde Dum bene IntellIgimns hoc Bobis auxilio fore nnno 

tempswis qnxndo nntlashebarmis magistram et quoqae libero sacerdote ad 

ministerimn paroeciale Noble opus eat, num bon= sit Ecoolesiae necne 
judloare 

bat non possums. 
Opus seminarloramminoram non specific° ordini 

dancti Benedloti pertinet. Seminarium ffinea sub direotione
 oleri dioccesani 

et sub influxa imediato Ordinarli magia juxta mentem
 Sangtae Eoclesiae esse 

videratur et dloeoesi eventualiter comodlua in 
opera tovendl vocationes ad 

clorwa dioecesanum easque dirigendi in vocation=
 sublimem sacri presbyteratua 

dioeceaani. 



rage 2. 

Mihi valde adjutorio asset si oonsilium 
33.mi Petri:: et fors= placitum &scree Oongregationis soirem, 
utpote sanctae Dei voluntati in hoc judicio momenti libenter 
obtemperabo. 

Monita pretioea a Beatissimo ratre dilectisstmo 
toti orbi de quaestionibts diurnis directs ad Nos per ephemerides 
perveniunt et effectum mirabilem exercent in opinione populari in bonam 
efformanda hisce Immentabilibus ta;aporibus quibus volvinns. (zq 

/00/0000113, Hann occasion= 
nanciscimur Si obsequitm offerendi devotionis filialis et precum 
incessabillam cleri populiqua Nostri fidells pro omnibus nue neeessitatibae. 

10X/0,4000a0/ Tibi pie Saar= litanti 
protect= Sancta-0 Seas:dee in hae Archidioeoesi dam commando 

Cam sensu obsequii sineeri ne profiteor 

In Christ° addiotissimam 

(01211elmum liarcum D U K 13,) 
Arehiepisoopum Vanouveriensem. 

Corrections: on page 1: nine lines from foot of page: 

tenporis quando null= 

on page 2: eight lines from top: 

temporibus quibus volvimnr. 

Instead of translating: 1 Its first class of students 1, I translated: 
' The students who then started their second year of 
High School in the Junior Seminary 1 (otherwise 
they would appear to have done the Shorter course) 

it this longer form is not desired, the sentence could be: 
Alumni prinne classis. .or alumni prima anal 

anno in 3eminarium majus spud Mdmonton, Alberta, 
ingressi aunt 

1/1 



TRANSLATION OF LATIN UTTER. 

SACRED CONGREGATION OF sRmTWARIES 
& OF UNINERSITIES OF aruDIES. 

Num. Prot. 2616/38 

Rome, 29 May 1939 

Your Excellency: 

In a letter dated 25 November 1938 you informed 
this Sacred Congregation that the Monks of St. Benedict were prepared 
to build a Seminary in your Archdiocese at their own expense and to 
equip it with everything in accordance with the Sacred Canons. 

On which matter, since there is already a Junior 
Seminary in the Archdiovese of Vancouver, you asked this Sacred 
Congregation whether, all things duly considered, it would be better 
to accept the proposal of the Benedictines or to keep and complete 
the Seminary of Christ the King. 

This Sacred Congregation thinks thus: if there are 
sufficient priests in the Diocese, the Seminary is committed to the 
secular clergy more in accordance with canonical prescriptions, since 
it is an Institution designed to teach and train secular priests: if, 
however, suitable priests are wanting, thanks should be rendered to 
God since a Religious Order is found which would take upon itself 
such a grave duty. 

It is indeed true thAt the Monks of St. Benedict, 
as you say, were not founded to direct Seminaries, but it is a known 
tact that they direct not without fruit several Colleges and Seminaries both 
in the Dominion of Canada, (v.g. St. Peter of Mhenstm) and in the 
United States of the N. American Republic:(e.g. Mt. Angel SeminAry) and 
elsewhere. 

With remard to those things, however, which concern 
the subjection of the Seminary to the Ordinaty, the length of time 
granted and the conditions to be laid down, and othercthings, they 
will be able to be guaranteed by a contract to be drawn up between the 
parties, for which reason you will find a copy of the rules for contracts 
of this kind annexed to this letter. 

If it is a question of a F1111 Seminary gnd it is 
foreseen that the expenses of the Diocese will be diminished, the 
agreement seems to Us to be advisable, all the more so because the 
edifice of the Seminary of Christ the King as it now stands will be 
able to be sub-let or, preferably, serve as a Summer residence for the 
students of sacred sciences. 

However, I commit the whole question to your great 
prudence for .judopent and decision. ( OR 'MIS COULD READ: 'However, I 
leave the whole matter to be judged and decided by your great prudence') 

With all due regard and respect, 

Ibui-Eidellency's devoted in Christ Xesus, 

J. Card. Pizzardo 

&mast Ruffini, Secret. 



at foot......... 
Eminentlige Vestrae -werwidiestam 

Xm.mo as Rev.» D. lam in Christ addictigeimus, 
D. iTogepho Cardinall FIZZARDO, 

-,_regationlg De Seminerlia Gulleimus Mere« =KZ, 
erum Universtitatibue Arehlepleoopm, Varftverien. 

Praefecte. 
'Pala a Caneeeats-4,pes*e2ideat congregasioni 
Piss ligte; 
R OM 

Ardibtoremr or Wattnniner 
(glputrerti Wart 

P1R3T COFY OP LATIN LSTTZR. 

Zt.me as Rev.» Domino: 

ailiguibi ot. 

II-mum:tun, 13.01. 

Taneuveriae. 
die 17 Augueti 1939 

Quite dip Seminario minore a Chrigto Rego 
literis die Z9 masts mail. 1959 sub. Rum. protoc. 2615/38 (Wig 
benevole eeripgit Rmlnentia ~trig, mibl maxima gaudie proteetulquo 
tuerunt. 

Audit° Coneniterum dioeceganorum eoetu, 
omnibus mature perpenele, cum de facto idonet saaerlatee ad hoc 
opus: implendum deelderentur, ~whoa S. BenedietiAollante Angell, 
Oregon, ad tmudationem In diocese'. faciendam InvItavi sorumque 
aurae opus Seminaril minorie ad deem =nee eommigi. 

Gum monasterlum st_gemimirtum proprImg 
etatim erigere nequeant, sae in Seminartkinagie- a Chrigto Rage 
quad nuns eat ad annum scholar= 1939-1940, uti ridebiter ax 
litterle adnextri Abl!!,_!1.3_3e nisei', reeepl. 

Rem familiar« Seminaril exelatentie risque 
dum proprium eeditielmm erigan ustodleIne, quod Intra annum 
fore spare, et vend', in novum trinr1njreasi fuerint, 
convent ion« inter Archictioecealst Vanenveriengem et serum 
Communitatem iniblmue, juxta normag 4 S. Sod. statutes pro 
directione Seminarti Religlogin virie eommittenda. rine aedittelum 
quad nuns eat Seminaril miner-ia ad allum finem religion= 
deettnare potertsug. 

Saerae congregationi de Seminarlie convent-
-lenem finaIem de qua supra ante subseriptionem ut ab ea approbat-
-Ion« et ai /mega* eit gongilium reetplemus mittemua. 

Nuper me °artier« Petro« Benedict mat 
fecerunt quinque opttmog Tiros religiogoe at moderatoreg ad epue 
'donee* miesum in, inter (luau Rev. Estrum Zugenium Yedved, 0.3.B., 
anno superiors Seminarti apud Meet« Angell rector«, qui et Rector 
novng Seminaril minerte a Chrigto Rage apud Ladner, B.C. exit. 

(Mod sacerdoteg dim:regent nuns spud Seminar 
--inn detenti alitalabortSparoetialtsneeeeearies in archidioseeel 
liberabuntur, immengae uttlitati S. Zooleeias et antaabug exit. 

Qua /met« 000asionem lterum atque fternm 
aWmationem «primers gratiaeque agere vellm de gapientt 
aangille in litterie 29 mall 1959 eontento has de re et eiere 
et papule ftlell tam gravl. 

ffitnentiae Ventres Sacrum pie litantl 
proteettua S. Zecleslas In has Arehidloseeal dum eommendo, 
obeequentig anima. net 40DAX4 protero; euneta leetiegime ex °gale palflatus 



Rome,April the 12th, 1946. 

SACRA CONCREGAZIONE 
Del Seminari E Dello Unlversita Degli Stud' 

-o-
Num.di Protoc.56//46 

(Nella risposta si report' ii numero) 

Your Excellency, 

We have read and pondered the biennal report 

which you have diligently sent to this Sacred Congregation, 

We gladly congratulate you upon your care of having establi-

shed orderly and fortunately,with the generous help of the 

Benedictine Fathers of your diocese,the Seminary of science 

and the course of philosOphy. 

It appears from the clear agreement that the 

Benedictine Fathers are the owners of the Seminary and 

have the administration thereof. And yet we have confidence 

you will endeavour,when conditions have changed and pemit, 

to erect,the sa.--crifices might not be small,a diocesan 

Auniorate exclusively your own,although it could receive 

students of other dioceses. 

We are truly very pleased -with the regular way 

of life in the Institute.We are very well aware that piety 

is cultivated very diligently,that the devotion to the 

Blessed Sacrament -and to the Holy Virgin Mother is fostered, 

and the love for the Supreme Pontiff and the Holy See is 

Inculcated. 



However,it seems to be desirable with regard to 

piety,that the Spiritual Moderator be not overloaded with 

more impottant occupations,especially in school,because we 

fear this charge might take away the so necessary confidence 

to the Master of Piety on the part of the students or lessen 

it,and thus prevent him to devote himself thoroughly to the 

spiritual direction of the boys. 

Likewise,it seems not sufficient that young men, 

especially those dedicated to the study of philosphy,are 

making a retraet of three days only; for such spiritual 

exercises are able to induce young men to a reflection 

on life and-to a progress in good in such a degree,that, 

if their mind is enlightend by God in the truths of faith 

and their will strenghtened to embrace them,they have the 

power to impress cognitions and resolutions upon the 

heart. 

We encourage you to foster that catholic action 

which the Supreme Pontiffs have recommended with charming 

zeal as such that is especially suitable for the welfare 

of souls. 

Moreover,it proves sufficiently the impottanoe 

of the Institute if professors are graduates; therefore 

we are very pleased to learn that for the stpdy of philo-

sophy someone or the students is being sent with three 

others to the Seminary at Ottawa. Nevertheless,that stu-



dents of philosophy might be separated from those of 

human sciences,we expect with great desire an enlarge-

ment of the building which would permit to receive boys 

also from other dioceses. 

To guard the spititual welfare of the students 

and the gift of vocation,it seems to be very profitable 

to reduce the autumnal holidays,or at least to interrupt 

them for some ti_nesand to call back the students to the 

Seminary and to cultivate and guard them assiduously, 

outside of the Seminary. 

Although the number of the faithful in the 

dtocese as compared with the number of non-catholice, is 

very small,and secular priests are not very numerous and 

many economic troubles and a scarcity of ecclesiastical poce4410 

is perceivable,we nevertheless hope that by Gods grace 

your labours could be crowned with holy and learned priests 

for your and all the faithful joy always and everywhere. 

Finally it will belAleasure for us,if by your 

kindness you will write us again. 

Wishing from the bottom of heart the blessings 

of God upon you,we express the sentiments of our devotion 

and send many salutations 

even 

Your Excellency's 

very devoted in Ch..% 
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geofininotathierg 
2700 GILPIN ST. 

NEW WESTMINSTER, B. C. 

Zax 61-tiV 

mulem 03 NaleTNINSTBR PRIORY f Order of St. Benedict) 

ABU PROFESSORS OF TOM JUNIOR szeue or nun TIN KING 

• Tory Reverend Eugene Medved, 0.8.3. Prior 

Reverend Joseph Schindler, 0.8.B. 

.• • Reverend, lee Welch, 0.8.3. 

Revereiul Andrew Kober, 0.13.B. 

• Very Reverend lake Eberle, 0.5.3. Bognor 

Reverend Benediot Heber, 0.8.B. 

Reverend Timothy Sender, 0.8.33. 

Reverent Ohrysostom Brost, 0.13.3. 

• Reverend Änguatine »albeit«, Ma. 

• Reverend Vi1frid nOwerby , 0.S.3. 

• Reverend aeon> ROILOke 0.1 .3, 

* Brother Benediot Jones, Obl. 0.8.3. 

October 12,1944 
1-7e-c-f4,12. /27744J64.1446 

Ele44/0 Medved, 0.5.3. ' 



JUne 15, 3.945 

TO WHOM IT kid CONURN: 

Very Reverend Pather lusen* Madved, 0.S.B* la the 
Prior of Westminster Priory, Now Westminster, B. C. of the Order 
of St. Benedict to who the Bishops of British Columbia have 
~metod the treining of their future eandidated far the Håly 
PrIesthood in the Junior deminary of Christ the King establiehed 
12 years ego. 

The present location is too mall for the necesnary 
tuture development and the present' quartera are hardly able to 
aocomodate the number of student@ now making applicetion to antar 
the clansee. 

In view of the dire need of prieste tor the rapid 
growth or Roly Ohurob in Western Oanade and of aleelonarlea for 
the fielde at hoa* and abroad already akne unto the harvest, wo 
enocurage you in your landable intention of interesting generous 
patrons during your caming visit to the United States, oonfident 
that thoee who neek great spiritual favore fram Heaven and those 
to 'han God has beetcreed aneb temporal »ans will listes-to your 
fervent appeal for the glory of God and the nalvetlaon of nolls 
through the education of youthful aspirants to the libly Prieethood. 

I am confident that all the Bishops of this Teet 
Archdlocese will heartily approve of your projeet, realizing bitet 
all will equally benefit by the great apostolate of the Banedictine 
Fethere. 

ramin 
Aseuring you of *y prayers for this great work, I 

Sincerely yours In Xto 

W. M, Duke 
Archblehop.of Vancouver 
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geohnitteter itiriorg 
2700 GILPIN ST 

NEW WESTMINSTER, B.C. 

June 5,1945 

Mest Reverend lliam id. Duke, D.D. 
Arehbishon of Vancouver 
/16 aiol-mrds 5treet 
lannouver, British Columbia 

Most Reverend and dear Archblehop: 
Following your kind suggestion 

I am writing this letter proposing matter for your consideration when 
you compose your letter of recommendation which I will take with 
me on my proposed trip to the south this summer to collect funds 
for our proposed new monastery, Junior and Major Seminary. 

I would be grateful to receive 
a.letter from your Excellency before the end of June stating that 
you approve of our project, that the new buildings are necessary 
and urgent to meet the demands of more priests for our growing 
parishes and the vast missionary territory of ;;estern.!Canada. 
You may state that I am Prior of Westminster Priory, of the Order 
of St. Benedict, to whom you and the Cloher bishops of your province 
have committed the training of future candidates for the priesthood, 
in the insitutiOn k*nown as the Seminary of Christ the King and. 
established by your authority twelve years ago. The present growth of 
the seminary has made our present temporary facilities inadequate. 

You may state that I am fully 
approved to represent conscientiously this worthy cause in behalf 
Of the Catholic Church of Western Canada. In spite of the frustation 
Of the Church in other parts of the world, the vast numbers of priests 
who have been savagely murdered elsewhere, the growth of the Church 
In the west and the dire need of more priests and missionaries will 
commend itself to those who have been known to have singularly 
loved the Church. The good cause will also commend itself to those 
who look for great spiritual favors and to those who realize their 
responsibility to the Good God who has entrusted to them a greater share 
In the use of the material goods of this world. 

You may also feel able to state that 
the other Bishope of the Province also approve of our plans. I am sure 
you would not hesitate to speak for our late and saintly Bishop Bunoz, 
O.U.I., who has shown such a kind interest in the seminary, and who 
would have sant me a letter had he been able. I have already received 
a beautiful letter from Bishop Cody and 1.4141 intend to write to the 
other Bishops of the Province. 

Dear Archbishop, you know I will 
be grateful for whatever contained in the above matter you may be 
able to say In our behalf. 

Most respectfully yours, 

Bument,„ edved, oss.a. 
rrior 



lebrtiary 14th, 1948. 

Bt. Bev. Thomas /Were 0.8.3.„ 
e/o Zunior Sinsinery of Christ the Kin, 

Mount Angel, 
Bt. Benedict P.O., Oregon. 

Dear lather Abbott: 

It gives me plefteure to approve and reeommead that the 
New.Weetninater Priory beeome an itdepeadent Priory. Zt if now well 
established and its epture, both fiNentielly and spiritually, seen» well 

I ex confident there will be found in this area suftioieat 
vocations few the Benedictine lathers am1 in the future a great work to do 
in their ihntor Seminary and ¡nth* proponed Orand seminary apoetolate. 1 
therefore approve of the NówWestmineter Pet= Fla tin indoPoodont 
both at its present alte as well ae at it. proponed new eite at Merlon Oitl 
as so« an that citaa be arranged. 

In stew of the excellent work done by the Benedictine 
lathers for our 7V4theti s$M1B4e4U9 at the JUnior Seminary during the tine 
that they have bee* engaged ix the work and also the continued good influenee 
the lathers *genie* in general in the Arediooese, I am dieposed to help 
them in every nay I can in the development of their awn community ond in the 
work of eeniaariaas in the Archdiocese. 

Wishing you dear lather Abbott and the gathers ill the 
greet). and bloodies of tide Holy Seal= Of Lent and asking your prayers tor 
the work of '.od here at the Pacifio Coast, I remajn as ever 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 

W. M. Duk e 
MD CS Arehbiehop of Vancouver. 



PAX 

The Benedictines of Westminster Priory 

2700 GILPIN STREET 
NEW WESTMINSTER, B. C. 

May 18, 1948 

Most Reverend William Mark Duke, D.D. 
Archbishop of Vancouver 
646 Richards Street 
Vaneouver, B.C. 

Dear Archbishop: 

We received your letter informing 
us that you had sent Abbot Thomas Meier the copies 
of the new oontraet concerning the Seminary. If 
you have nO already heard from Father Abbot, we 
take this opportunity to announce the fact that, 
at noon today, Westminster Priory was made -a 
Conventual Priory sui iuris. I have been appointed 
Conventual Prior. 

The Monks who are remaining at 
Westminster Priory will, we understand, transfer 
their TOWS of stability on June lat. As soon as 
our chapter is canonically constituted we will take 
up the matter of the contracts as they were sent 
to St. Benedict's Abbey. 

Respectfully yours, 

Euger0-
Prior Conventualis 

Etia Au 



Sept. 25 1949 

Very Rev. Fr. Hugmes, 0.S.13., 
Prior 
St. Joseph's 
2700 Gilpin St., 
New Westminster, B.C. 

Vti7 Rev. and Dear Father Eugene* 

Please find enclosed, for 
your files, a copy of the Contract received from the Sacred 
Congregation of Seminaries, approved, ratified and sealed. 

It will be my constant 
prayer that Clod will continue to bless with every grace the 
expansion of this great work to which the Fathers have 
generously devoted their lives. 

With every kind wish and 
blessing the Community, I remain, 

Devotedly yours in ChrizA., 

W. M.D u k e 
wmd;e Archbishop of Vancouver 



PAX 

The Benedictines of Westminster Priory 
2700 .31LPIN STREET 

NEW WESTMINSTER, S.C. 

The Most Holy Rosary 
Oct.701949 

Most Reverend iilliam Mark Duke, D. D. 
Archbishop of Vancouver 
646 Richards Street 
Vancouver, B.C, 

Dear Archbishop: 

We received your letter with 
our contract for the seminaries, ratified by 
the Sacred Congregation of Seminaries and 
therefore having the special blessing of the 
Holy Father. 

We would be glad if you would 
make a public statement regarding the contract 
on some convenient occasion. In the meantime, 
we do not plan to give it publicity. 

I can only say that I will: do 
my best to further the work of the seminary. 
My entire community is joined with me in this 
resolve. We are encouraged to know that we 
will always have the prayers of our Archbishop. 

Respectfully in Christ, 

CA- 67v7- - 

Eugene Medved , 0. S. B. 

EM: An 



The Seminary Problem 

WE SHOULD LIKE to make known to those interested In the Diocesan Major 
and Minor Seminary the critical situation in whcn this Lneaitution finde 
Iteelf at the 'present time.. You know the Goveanmena's cffeelal claim Maat . 
she is not hindering Catholics in their right to conduet their own schools 
However, the many discriminatory measures operative against Catholic 
schools cannot be reconciled with such a clafle To take some examples, 
children attending parochial public schools eannot receive the usual medi-
cal and dental services provided by the Department of aealth; these same 
children cannot obtain free text books and are aoe aliceed free transpor-
tation on school busses. Finally, there is a syseem of taaetIon in force 
in this province which requires that taxes be paid on Cathoalc school 
building» as if they were business buildings, and this la salte of the 
fact that these eahoole give comnle'ee primary and secondary education and 
are therefore conferring the same public benefit as the state schools. 

THE VANCOUVER CITY CHARTER recognizes the injultiee of such taxation 
and thus grants tax exemption to 'seminaries of learningt . lut outside 
the city limits the Municipal Act is operative, Thus St. Very'a School 
is exempt while St. Helen's just beyond the city limite in Burnaby pays 
taxes, Such a tax burden is particularly neevy and its ebvioue injustice 
more keenly felt by the community during tae financial stress of opening 
a new school or of expanding into more adequate quarters.. lt is surely 
a (curious situation when echoole have to -slay teem whica are destined In 
good part for educational purposes. 

THE BENEDICTINE FATHERS, as is weil 'anown, have plans te move the 
Seminary to Mission City, and we were prepared to begin building last 
spring but were erevented -because of' the taxes we would have to pay. As 
in Burnaby, so at Mission, we would have te pay a tax which is equivalent 
to approximately 3e% of the assessment. If we were to build a permanent 
Institution worthy of our work and adequate to our needs-, the annual tax 
would exceed by several thousands of dollere the total income of our insti-
tution. And therefore, until the B.C.Municipal At is 'amended to grant 
tax exemption to non-profit seminaraee of learninG, the efforts of the 
Benedictines to expanä will be frustrated and the enrolment limited. We 
need not point out what a loss Vale curtailment o the seminary would be 
to the Church in British Columbia. The seminary ha e received the hishest 
Commendation from our Archbishop and the Bishops of the province and has 
been praised by the Holy Father. But lte growth is impossible under the 
present circumstances when every imporvement we make becomes a liability 
because of the corresponding Increase in taxation. 

IT IS A GENERAL PRACTICE among governments to grant tex exemption to 
non-profit educational institutions, enooura;ing thereby men and women 
of all denominations to dedicate their lives to charitable and educational 
works with little or no cost to the government; and this the state con-
elders good business both in the economic end the moral sense. Our laws 
do grant exemption to orphanages, for example, and to the buildings and 
schooIs of agricultural and horticultural societies; but they should do 
the same for all non-nrofit educational institutions. Ine B.C.Municipal 
Act is admittedly backward in many reepects and needs a thorough revision. 

IT IS MY OPINION that If the Municipal Act is deficient on the present 
point it is because there has not been sufficient representation by Catho-
lics and other interested groups to show the meri of such fair legisla-
tion. Further, I do not believe the Catholics of Britlen Columbia realize 
the serious injury the Aiureh suffers because cf ehe fact tbet the Seminary 
cannot expand under such renressive taxation. 

EWEN IN OUR nresent inadequate quarters -oe pay nearly elaG.00 a month 
In taxes for the privilege of educating, If you eoneider the fact that 
we charge only y350.00 a year or apJroxiaately 05.00 E 1r02. to board, 
room and educate students for the priesthood, you can eesiiy eee way we 
cannot paya tax of 3e% on the assessed va3ue of '.arge lastitutional 
buildings and why lt takes the full-time unealaried labor of some 20 
monks to keep the seminary operating. For expansLon we look to the kind 
benefactione of people who appreciate our work. We can ask for help to 
put Up our buildings; but we are unwilling to face the prospect of having 
to rely upon charity to pay the taxes of our Institution once it Is built. 

Father Frior augene,0 S.B. 
2700 Gilpin Street. 

testmineter, 



Source: Gresko, Jacqueline Traditions of Faith and Service, Archdiocese of Vancouver 1908-2008.  P. 83
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WE5 TM I N STEP ABBEY M181IoN CITY, e c. 
OFFICE Or A812.0T . 

May 11, 1965 

Most Reverend M. M. Johnson, D.D. 
Archbishop of Vancouver 
150 Robson St. 
Vancouver 3, B.C. 

Your Grace, 

We are preparing the Seminary Prospectus for 
reprinting (1965-67) and we would like to include 
the following changes regarding fees: 

Tuition in Secondary School ... $ 60.00 per semester  

Tuition in Arts and Theology ..$ 100.00 per semester / 0  

Up to now we have not been charging tuition, 
but with the present state of inflation and rising 
costs our fees are no longer realistic. 

We hope you will agree to have these fees 
apply also to the students of the Archdiocese. 

Keeping the referendum in our prayers, I remain 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 

Eugene Med 
Abbot 

EM:au 

t r 

0.S.B. 

e 



The Sacred Congregation 

of Seminaries end Universities 

IDiot, N. 749/65/2 
(Refer to this number 
in replying) 

Your Excellency: 

Rome 
June 11, 1965 

We were pleased to receive the coin uennial report on 

the condition of your seminary which you k ndly sent to us 
through the officeS of His ExceZlency the ptstolic Delegate. 
We teks pleasure in thanking Your, Expellen y for this. 

In scrutinizing this report, as we nut do, we did not 

fail to see the difficulties areing out of the fact thet 

the Seminary belongs to the Benedictine fa hers, who hold the 
right of ownership and administration. F. Instance Your 

Excellency has informed ue--e.g.--the popu Ise cannot carry 

out their duties Satiafactorily and 45 the should according 

to the principles of Can. 1359 C.J.C.; he life and 

Conduct of the seminary dopende--ec ypu he 0 written—on the 

aotpot rather then pn the Rettcr of the Stmi7lery; finally, the 

Religious do not look upon the seminary as ha seminary of 

the Archdiocese of• Vancouver even though th a is clearly 

atated in the Contract of August 25tn, 194 , (letter A). 

In view of all these Circumstances, t ask Your Greta 

confidentially to indite -Le to us in 0 broth. rly way what you 

foal Omit be done about then=i1Irg'iM eaminary, 

Indeed tie Sacred Copgretion is must.anxi us that Yur 

Excellency shouid be able to exercise compl te authority over 

the life of this Pious Inetitute; therefo a we would asit you 

kindly to indicate to this Sacred Office—wh t are the major 

difficulties, as that, aided by your good e unsel we coo 

find a fitting solution that will preserve nd amfoguerd the 

rights of the local Oxdin?ry. 

While we await en answer- we ask God o thowor all his 

bast gifts an you, end express to you our w rMatt sentiments. 

DOVatedly IOUr8 Jesus Christ, 

Cardinal Piz ardo 

To Hit Lxoelloncy, 

the Most Reverend Martin Michael Johnson, 

Archbishop of Vancouver 



5eminar7 of Quist Ie 1in8 
A.k. Cal, B. C. 
Feb. 17, 1969 

Most Rev. Tames F. Carney, 119.D., 
150 Robson St. 
Vancouver 3, B. C. 

Your Grace, 

Telephone' Area Code 6134 
Major Seminary' 826-8975 
Minor Seminary: 826-8715 

Thank you for your letter of Feb. 13, and for the check for 
tuition of 

will contact his father re his tuition and 
am sure you will be hearing from 

I am inclosing the regular statement of accounts for the 
second semester. 

Sincerely you,r7/ieehri8t,/ 

'1'...2A‘4 
Father TZGhry-sostbni Bx'os 0.8.B„ 
Rector, Minor SeMinary 



Seminary of Chris he Kin8 

Mission Cap B. C. 

Chancery Office 
150 Robson St. 
Vancouver 3, B. O. 

In account with 

Telephone, Area Code 604 
Major Serainarye 8264978 
Minor Santini:ay: 826-8715 

Seminary of Christ the ring 

1968-69 Major Seminary 
II Semester: 

B 84 L Tuition 

#100.00 

#275.00 #1.00.00 

#275.00 #100.00 

Totals 

4100.00 

#375,00 

$375.00 
$850.00 #850,00 

#Overeharged on B & L for 1st. 
semester:#100.00 each: $200.00 
Archbishop's check of Feb. 13, 

1969 tor $375,00 
$575.00 eig765 

Due to Major Seminary: #275.00 #275.00 

1968-69 Minor Seminary 
II Semester: 

#275.00 #100.00 #375.00 $375.00 
Total due, Beth Major and Miner Seminaries: 037)7435 

Feb. 17, <1969 

Father T. Chrysostom Brost OSB 



МІNUTЕS 0F МЕЕTІNG 0F СІNЅULТІRЅ, May 13, 1969. 

ARCHBISHOP CARNEY called the Meeting to order at 10:10 a.m. 
Pres.eпt: Msgrs. Nichol, Carey, Clinton, Fathers O'Brien, J. Кл tу, Defoe. 

Minutes of prevиous meeting approved as read. 

3) Seminаrу  
Archbishop reported on prospects of students for the Archdiocese at the Seminary 
of Christ the King next year. In the minor sem. only 2 of 5 will be back; in 
the majors 3 of 7 now there wish to go elsewhere. The Archbishop requested two 
consultors be named to accompany him to a forthcoming meeting with Fr. Abbot. 
Moved by Fr. O'Brien, seconded by Msgr. Nichol, that Fr. Kilty be named; moved 
by Msgr. Nichol, seconded by Msgr. Clinton, that Fr. Defoe be named; both 
motions carried. 
Moved by Fr. O'Brien, seconded by Msgr. Nichol, and carried, that the Archbishop 
and the two consultors discuss with the Abbot and Benedictines "our Future 
policy for the Seminary". 



Minutes (Continued) May 13 

Meeting adjourned at 12:35 p.m. 



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF CO NSULTORs  

JUNE 2 ,t969 

PRESENT; A RCIlBl8HOP CARNEY IN THE CHATR 

FATHERs NICHOL, CAREY , CLINTON,BROWN, HA NRAIIAN , 
TEAGUE , O 'BRIEN , KILTY ,ZIGM0ND , DEFOE 

I 



15. SEMINARY  - FATHER KILTY DIRECTOR OF VOCATIONS REPORTED VISIT; 
ATION WITH FATHER ABBOTT AND BENEDICTINES AND THEIR ATTITUDES 
ON SEMINARY. 

THE MEETING ADJOURNED AT 1:30 P.M. 



5eminary of Christ tile Kirt8 
Mission City, B, C. 
June 22, 1972 

Most Rev. Archbishop J. r. Carney D. D. 
150 Robson $t. 
Vancouver 3, B. G. 

Dear Excellency, 

Now that the school term is finished, I want to send you a brief report on the 
seminarians from the Archdiocese. 

Grade 11. 
. from St. Edmend's parish in X. Van: was alone in 

n' his class, but he didt seem to mind too much and wants to come back. He 
tg a good boy, with the priesthood an his definite goal, but he is not a hard 
worker when it comes to schoolwork. His Grade-point average (GPA) is 3.3, 
which is considerably above average, but we believe he should be capable of 
deing quite a bit better. 

Grade 10; 
, from Our Lady of ;the Assumption, Fort Coquitlam: 

would not give me a definitu decision as to coming back next year. His 
GPA ie 3.0, which is quit satisfactory for him, He is not a real bright 
boy, but a very hard worker 

, from St. Franois de Sales parish in Burnaby: He also would 
not give a decision as to coming back next year. His GPA is 3.3 . 

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII, from Holy Name parish in Vancouver He is another one who 
statc'l he did not vent to decide as yet whether he would come back or not. I. 
has much less ability than the others mentioned so far and less promise, h_ 
GPA is 1.6 for the year. He failed in Latin," and will have to repeat 

Grade 9: 
1111111111111M from St. Petrick's in Vancouver: does plan to come back. 
.isg2t1j.es are about average, with a GPA of 2.6. 

frem at. Augustine's pariah: wau Ls to return, although his 
scholastic ability is quite limited. His OPA is 1.4, which is the lowest in 
the school. He felled in Maths and will have to take a coarse at Summer School. 
We hope to see an improvement next year, with a little more age and maturity. 

from Our Lady or the Assumption, Port Coquitlam: Be says he 
does want to come beck. We have great hopes in He seems more solid 
now than he was a year ago. His GPA is 4.1, which is tied for the highest 
in the school. 

, from St. Stephen's in N. Van.: wanzs to come back 
next year. he is a good boy and sincere, but with limited ability. T-
OPA is satisfactory for him, 21.9 . 



Page 2 

Grade 8: 
from Blessed Sacrament parish in Vancouver: I do expect him 

back, in spite of some hesitation in making his decision. His scholastic 
ability is limited with a GPA of 1.7 . 

, from St. Uichael's parish in Burnaby. He says he will be 
back. His ability is perhaps a little less than average, with a GPA of 2.2 . 

, from St. Stephens pariah in N. Van: has a fair abiltty 
with a GPA of 3.2 . He will probably return, although he is uncertain. 

of St. Edmond's parish in N. Van, 
will be back. He has good intentions and Is sincere. 
best students we have. His GPA is 3.7, 

is definite that he 
, is also one of the 

from St. Joseph's parish in Powell River: 
Christmas with us, His grades are good with a GPA of 3.5. 
return, 

• started at 
He wants to 

, from Our Lady of Good Counsel parish in Surrey: I expect 
ne will be bac. He seems to have good intentions. His GPA is 3.2. 

• from St. Francis de Sales parish in Burnaby: He is very 
anxious to come lack. He is good intentioned, but almost hyperactive, which 
causes some problems. His GPA is 2.2. 

I am quite satisfied on the whole with the boys wo had this year. X think a 
fair percentage will be back, and most of them have a proper goal. Of those 
from outside the Archdiocese, I expect five, at least, will be back—maybe more. 
Our hope is that we get some good new ones. 

Sincerely,  

Father J.(Chrys -S£*oini .Brost 
"Pector 

Copy to Father Kilty. 

- 



June 27, 1972. 

Rev. J. Chrysostom Brost, 
Rector, 
Seminary of Christ the King, 
Mission City, B.C. 

Dear Father Chrysostom: 

Thank you for your report on our Seminarians. 

It would seem that we won't know until September 
how many will actually be returning, but there seems to be 
some cautious hope with regards to a few of them. 

The priests enjoyed the Benedictine hospitality 
during the Retreat, and I think it was a very beneficial 
week. 

I. am enclesing a cheque to cover the amount of 
tuition owing. 

With every good wish, 1 remain, 

Sincerely yours in our Lord, 

Most Rev. James F. Carney, D.D. 
Archbishop of Vancouver. 

JFC/mb 



5erninary of Grist Ehe Kin8 
Misekprä Ciiy, B. C. 

June 22, 1972 

Chancery Office 
Archdiocese of Vancouver 
150 Robson St. 
Vancouver, B. 

Dear $ir3, 

Here are the unpaid accounts of the Seminarians of the Archdiocese 
at the end of the 1971-1972 gchool term. 

4 75.00 
295.00 
335.00 
335.00 
110.00 
95.00 

155.00 
185.00 
155.00 
335,00 
335.00 
2410.00 

Refund from 1st. 
semester, 
account, which they 
have since paid;) 176.00 
Total due: a234,00 

Copies to the Archbishop 
and to Father Ellty 

Yours very, tr,tly.-,---- 

( . J 
' e* m5A,162 ,114, 
John Chry stom !'rost 
Rector 

o 



MEMO Sept. 26/73 

Father Augustine came to see me about the Junior Seminary. 

On many occasions throughout the years, particularly recently, 
have asked the Benedictines to indicate to us which students in the Seminary 

are students for the Archdiocese of Vancouver. 

The Benedictines have politely declined to do this, pointing out 
that the students are too young to commit themselves. 

While I agree to some extent with this, and I agree that a student 
can change his opinion about wanting to be a priest or about his Diocesan affilia-
tion, nevertheless I think that we are being treated unfairly. 

The students from Kamloops are openly considered students from the 
Kamloops Diocese. Any student sent by Bishop Doyle is considered a student for 
the Nelson Diocese. But the seminary will not take this stand with students from 
Vancouver. 

They do not want Vancouver to conduct its own recruitment program; 
they want to conduct it. But when boys are recruited they don't want them to be 
considered students "for" Vancouver but students "residing in" Vancouver. Father 
Augustine pointed out that there was a student from the Franciscan Parish who 
may want to be a Franciscan, a student from the Oblate Parish who may wish to be 
an Oblate. I then told Father Augustine that we would conduct our own recruitment 
program and send the students we selected. He objected to this and said the 
seminary should have the right to conduct the program. 

I asked him why we should pay for any students if they weren't ours. 
He said he felt we should pay for all the students because we took a collection 
In all the parishes, whether the parish was an order parish or not. 

He was ambivalent; on the one hand he implied that we should consider 
all the studentseho "reside in" Vancouver to be Vancouver students. When I told him 
that l would agree to this and that I would like to have them sent a simple applica-
tion form he backtracked and pointed out that the students weren't able to decide. 

He kept bringing in his view that we are bound to the seminary by a 
contract to illustrate that there will be a difference between the way our students 
are treated and the way the Kamloops students are treated. I think it is doubtful 
whether there is a contract or not, but I don't see what dif9rence it makes and I 
would be willing to abol'ish the contract. While the matter wasn't very important 
it can contribute to ill feeling. 



5erntnary of Chrisl he1'Çin8 

Ansion City, B. C. 
V2V 4412 

The Most Reverend James F. Carney, D.». 
Archbishop of Vancouver 
150 Robson St. 
Vancouver 3, B.C. 

Dear Archbishop Carney, 

This is a mid-year report on the 
enrolled at the Seminary. 

February 16, 1974 

students from the Archdiocese of Vancouver 

As you were not satisfied with the picture I was able to give you last Septem-
ber I have taken the opportunities that have come along to ask the local students 
about their intentions as to whom they are studying for. I began with the older 
students and have got as far down as Grade 9. I have not yet asked the five lowest 
ones on the list,who happen to be from parishes staffed by religious, but I hope 
to do so eventually because I want to satisfy you in this matter. 

Currently, there are 
I sent the list to you in 
of Fatima, Grade 9) and 
fall through homesickness. 
archdiocese. Here is the 

Arts Il - 
Artel - 

Grade 11 - 
Grade 10 - 

wIs 

Grade 9 - 

Grade 8 - 

12 students from the archdiocese at the seminary. When 
Septeulbül- hre were 14 but (Our Lady 

(White Pock, Grade 8) returned hom4eaet 
Of thu 7 I have spoken to, 5 wish to study for the 

list: 

- for the archdiocese 
- wishes to remain independent at 

present 
- for the archdiocese 
- for the archdiocese 
- for the archdiocese 
- undecided; has an uncle a religiou 
and thinks mostly that way 

- for the archdiocese 

- - for the archdiocese 

I am enclosing the mid-year academic record and some personal reeeer- on 
five older students who wish to study for the archdiocese and also on was entered as a student for the dioceee last summer when a 
promise of financial assistance was given to the parents. I'll speak to him 
personally sometime because the arrangements I made last summer were mostly with 
his parents and don't think would have had much of an idea what was meant 
by studying for the diocese. 

There i lso enclosed a financial statement for and 
who are receiving financial help from tue archdiocese. 

I would appreciate the opportunity, at your earliest convenience to discuss this 
report more fully with you and to look ahead to next year. 

cc: Rev. Peter Mallon 

yours sincerely in C"Ir4ist, 

Augustine Kalberer,0.8.11., Rector 



CONFIDENTIAL 

5erninary of arisi Ike Kin8 

Mon Cay, B. C. 

1973-74 Mid-year Report on Seminarians Studying for the Archdiocese of Vancouver: 

Arts II. He has good character, better than average academic 
e'r,lity, studies fairly hard, is helpful to others in a personal sort of way, 
gets along quite well with others but is choosy about associates, would like to 
get out of playing soccer as it is too rough, is generally on the soft side, 
does well as M.C. in charge of the servers, is faithful to his period of medi-
tation which requires him to rise ahead of the bell. I look for him to become 
more deeply supernatural. He seems fairly promising. 

, Grade 11. He looks promising, is very sensible, practical and dependable, 
is not oo bright but is a well integrated character and realistic. He works hard 
and gets on well with others. 

. Grade 10. He is an extrovert with a real flare for getting in 
with guests, is learning to keep on top of his moods, is personally very neat but 
needs to be kept after on his housework, seems to have a good religious and 
supernatural attitude and may develop very well. 

, Grade 10. A good boy but quite worldly in his attitude and interests. 
had a good talk with his father yesterday when he came to pick  

this weekend, the monthly weekend at home. is doing some serious thinking. 

Grade 9. He is not bright but his main problem as far as his 
report card goes is that attention and application. He is just going through 
the fastest period of adolescent growth. When he settles down we will be 
able to judge whether he can cope with priesthood studies at the high school level. 
He has some very good qualities. 

, Grade S. He is a very bright boy. His class mates have given 
him a rough time, resenting what they feel is showing off. He is adopted. It 
is a good home; but I think the parents should contribute more than the $25 
a month they are paying and I will work on that if comes back next year. 

Augustine Kalberer, 0.S.B., Rector 
Feb. 16, 1974 

oc: Rev. Peter Mallon 



5ernina7 of Christ le King 
B.C. 

Feb. 28, 1975 

Most Reverend 
Archbishop of 
150 Robson St 
Vancouver B.C. 

James F. Carney, D.D. 
Vancouver 

V6B 2A7 

Dear Archbishop Carney, 

Enclosed is a composite grade sheet of the First Semester 
for all the high school and college students. 

Generally, things are going quite well. We are already at the 
end of February and from here on it isn't long before the year is 
over and all of our energies start to converge on the following September. 

I feel that this is a good time of the year for the Archbishop to 
make a visit to the seminary and interview the students. At the feast 
of Christ the King it is still early in the year (not to mention the 
Grey Cup); but by now they have a more realistic view of seminary life 
and they are also thinking seriously about next year. If, for instance, 
you came for supper during a week day (but not Friday) you could inter-
view the boys individually after supper. By 9.50 or 10.00 o'clock you 
could have seen them all and then either spend the night here or return 
to the city. It would give you a chance to get acquainted individually. 

At this time I have no bill to send you but if there is still 
something left to be paid in June I will mention it then. 

yet 
and 
has 

continues to look promising. I haven't talked to him 
seriously about next year. We are still stressing Latin a lot here 
we also expect them to take a couple of years of Greek, but he really 
no talent for languages. 

impresses me fairly well.
feels he wants a change to another seminary and I don't object. He haa 
had a few bouts of homesickness this year for the firsttime in his 
five years here. His attitude has always been good but it remains to be 
seen how deep his vocation is. 

In Grade 11 is being paid for by Bishop Exner 
but the family moved from Kamloops to Surrey before Christmas. The 
father has not been in the family for years and an annulment has just 
been granted. is from Calgary. is from 
Burnaby and is from Goquitlam. They are good boys but none 
of them looks highly promising. 

The others are still very young, but it would be good if you could 
get to know them all. It would also be an encouragement to them. 

With best wishes, 
Yours sincerely in Christ, 

Augustine Kalberer,  
Rector 



MINUTES OF SENATE MEETING (26th August 1976, 1030 a.m.) 

The meeting in Board Room of the Catholic Charities Building was called to 
order by the Archbishop. 

8 members present 

Fathers: L. Sabatini, P. Mallon, W. Ki/ty, A. Verrall, A Sacchi, N. Defoe, 
E. 'Brown, P. Kenny 

Pastoral Institute  

Fr. Sabatini informed us that he has asked Fr. Glendening to conduct a workshop 
for the priests at Westminster Abbey on the Liturgy. The dates in mind are 
8th - llth of November. Cost per priest, $45.00 

Fr. Defoe agreed to be in charge and he would have the help of Frs. John 
Tritschler, Stewart, and Brown. 
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.rctiffiobiap'o Office 
Archhiargsr 

150ROBSONSTREET 

VANCOUVER 3, B.C. 
V6B 2A7 

Reverend and dear Father; 

September 27, 1976. 

Enclosed you will find information about the coming "CLERGY PASTORAL 
INSTITUTE' to be held at Westminster Abbey from Monday, November 8th to 
Wednesday, November 10th. 

I think the information on the enclosed sheets is self-explanatory. 
The program has been prepared by the Senate in discussions with Father 
Glendinning. Even a casual reading of the topics will show that they 
touch on matters of everyday interest and importance in pastoral life. 

I am confident that there will be a good attendance at the meeting. 
My purpose in writing is to ask you to register as soon as possible so 
that the list of those who will be attending can be made available to 
the committee and to Westminster Abbey. 

With every good wish, I remain, 

Sincerely yours in o Lord, 

Most re_. ,;ames F. Carney, D.D. 
Archbisn7rJof Vancouver. 

JFC/mb 
Encl. 3, 

P.S. The registration fee for this Institute may be taken from parish funds. 



DETAILS REGARDING REGISTRATION FOR THE  

CLERGY PASTORAL INSTITUTE -- 1976. 

PLACE: WESTMINSTER ABBEY, MISSION, B.C. 

DATE: Evening of Nov. 8 - Evening of Nov. 10 
PROGRAM: See enclosed program details. 
INVITATION: 

TO ALL THE PRIESTS SERVING IN THE ARCHDIOCESE. 

REGISTRATION LIMIT: 

* The Institute is limited to the first 50 Registrants. 
This will be determined by the post mark on the return envelope. 

* The full registration fee is $60.00 and must be paid at the 
time of registration (enclosed with the registration form) 

* Make the cheque payable to the Chancery Office. 

* Return the completed Registration Form and cheque to the 
Chancery Office in the self-addressed envelope enclosed 
before the Cut-Off date of Oct. 15th. 

NAME 

REGISTRATION FORM  
PASTORAL INSTITUTE '76  

"THE SACRAMENTS" 
Return this Registration 
Form to the Chancery in 
the envelope provided. 

ADDRESS 

PHONE 

N.B. FULL PAYMENT OF $60.00 must accompany this registration form before the 
CUT-OFF DATE OF OCT. 15. 



ARCHDIOCESE OF VANCOUVER - 1976 - CLERGY PASTORAL INSTITUTE 

Westminster Abbey, Mission City, B.C. Monday, Nov. 8, 1976 to Wed., Nov. 10, 1976 

SACRAMENT AND SACRAMENTS 

Theological and Liturgical Considerations Rev. Barry Glendinning 
Conferences Diocese of London 
Workshops Visiting Professor 

Newman Theol., Edmonton 

TIME  

MondJ), Nov. 8th. 7.00 p.m. Hospitality 

7.30 p.m. Cold Buffet Supper 

8.00 p.m.* Opening Talk 

* SACRAMENT - an overview 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 9th. WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 10th. 

7.00 a.m. Rise Rise 

7.30 Breakfast Breakfast 

8.30 Morning Prayers Morning Prayers 

8.45 ) * Sacraments of Initiation * Anointing of the Sick 
to ) * Baptism * Pastoral Care of the Sick 

10.45 ) * Confirmation 

11.00 Celebration of the Eucharist Celebration of the Eucharist 
Archbishop: Homilist Fr. Glendinning; Homilist 

12.00 noon Lunch Lunch 

1.30 p.m. ) WorkshM: Workshops: 
to ) Baptism Anointing 

3.00 Confirmation The Sick 

3.00 Coffee Break Coffee Break 

3.30 ) * Theology and Liturgical * Reconciliation 
to * Celebration of Marriage * Rite of Penance 

5.30 

6.00 p.m. Supper Supper 

7.30 p.m. Evening Prayers 7.00 p.m. Evening Prayers 

7.45 ) Workshops e [,7*,-;37,2'2 7.15 Workshops: 
to ) Marriage - preparation to Catechesis re. Penance including 

9.15 ) Marriage - enrichment 9.00 ist Confessie& ist Communion 

9.15 Social Hour 9.00 Social Hour 
Optional departure 

* indicates talks to be given by Fr. Glendinning 

Priests are free to leave Wednesday evening if need be for Remembrance Day services 
or they may stay overnight and depart Thursday morning. 



Minutes of the Senate of the Archbishou of Vancouver. 

December 30th 1976. 

These PiesOnt. 

Pr Birch. 

Fr Stewart. 

Fr Mallon. 

Mgr Sacchi. 

Fr Boland, 

Fr Defoe. 

Fr Collins. 

Fr Verrall. 

Ft Kilty. 

Fr Kenny. 

Mgr Nichol. 

Fr Sabatini. 

Absent 

Mgr Brown. 

Old Businelle. 

Opening Prayer. 

Reading by Fr Kenny. 

Minutesa were read and adopted 1. Pr Vernal 

2. Fr Kilty. 

Report on the Pastoral Institute at Mission. Excellent and 

outstanding were the comments. 
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50 
5eMinary of Christ IL King 

Miision C7, B. C. 

To the Pastors of the Archdiocese of Vancouver 

Dear Father, 

January 15, 1977 

RE: COLLECTION FOR THE SEMINARY GYMNASIUM, Feb. 6, 1977  

This appeal to the faithful of the Archdiocese is for funds to assist in 
the construction pf the gymnasium-auditorium at the Seminary of Christ the King. 

So far $86450.00 have been received for this purpose through 157 gifts 
from friends and groups in British Columbia, Alberta and the United States. 
Special mention should be made of the 310,000.00 contributed by the B. C. Knights 
of Columbus and of another $10,000.00 received from the Vancouver Foundation, 
as well as of the Vancouver and Richmond truckers who prepared the site by 
hauling 2,000 yards of gravel fill donated by the Municipality of Mission. 

The labor has, for the most part, been contributed by the fathers and 
brothers of Westminster Abbey with occasional assistance from other volunteer 
workers. 

Funds are still needed for: 

hardwood floor siding 
plumbing wiring and lighting 
heating stage and stage equipment 
insulation interior and exterior finishing 
seating 

The gymnasium-auditorium was designed by Asbjorn Gathe, the architect 
who also designed the other building. Per Christoffersen of Read Jones 
Christoffersen was the structural engineer. Father Chrysostom, Father 
Nicholas and Brother Stephen have been designated as the contractors and 
Brother Stephen is foreman. Doyle Construction Co. has offered advice to the 
contractors and supervised the erection of the arches that carry the roof. 

Since 1939 the Benedictines are committed to the fostering of vocations 
to the priesthood and religious life in B.C. The majority of the 50 seminarians 
who enrolled this year are from the Archdiocese of Vancouver. 

Special envelopes have been printed for the February 6th collection and 
we will see that a supply reaches your parish at least by Sunday, January 23rd. 
With this letter I am also including suggested announcements for the parish 
bulletins of January 23rd and January 30th. 

Please send the money directly to the Chancery where it will all be put 
together in one fat cheque and sent to us. 

We expect the gymnasium to be a real boost to the seminarians and we hope 
that this opportunity to contribute to the work of training priests will 
stimulate the laity's interest in fostering vocations; and may your own words 
call forth the generosity of the faithful and arouse a personal response in 
those whom God is calling to the holy Priesthood. 

Yours &aternally in Christ, 

Augustine Kalberer, O.S.B.  
Rector 



TELEPHiclIve 6193-13231 

Arthhisirp'siJ ffice 
Pechtioceze of guntoutier 

150 RUBSON STAgET 
VANCOUVER, B.C. VB 2A7 

January 17, 1977. 

Dear Fathers: 

.As you know the Benedictines are adding a gymnasium to the 
buildings at Mission. 

Recalling our own seminary years I think priests will agree that 
a gymnasium is needed and will work for the gocid of the students both in 
the matter of recreating and in the matter of providing another element 
to the healthy environment that is required in a seminary. 

While the gymnasium, of course, is owned by the Benedictine 
Fathers I think it would be appropriate for the diocese to make a contri-
bution to the building program because of the fact that a number of stu-
dents from Vancouver are being educated there for this reason I have 
authorized a collection to be taken up in all the parishes on February 6 
and I would ask you to bring this to the attention of your people. 

JFC/mb 

With every good wish, I remain, 

Sincerely yours in our Lord, 

Most Re% es F; Carney, D.D. 
Archbishop9 Vancouver. 



wie I 

LI El Mission, British Columbia 
SEMINARY OF CHRIST THE KING 

November 12, 1977 

Most Reverend James F. Carney, D.D. 
Archbishop of Vancouver 
150 Robson St. 
Vancouver, B.C. V6B 2A7 

Dear Archbishop Carney, 

Enclosed is a list of this year's students and a Compo-
site Grade Sheet with the first term marks (orange column). 
I have marked in red the students who live in the Archdiocese. 

There is also enclosed a financial statement for the two 
students needing help * for the first semester: 
($240) and ($50). 

We are looking forward to your being with us next Sunday 
for the feast of Christ the King and the blessing of the 
gymnasium. The Mass will be at the regular time (10.00 a.m.). 

We are also having u Vocation Live-In on Christ the King 
weekend so there should be a few more boys here to profit from 
your encouraging words on the priesthood. 

If Sunday should prove too full for you to meet the 
students individual/y, I hope you will be able to give them 
some time when you are here during the pastoral institute. 

The lines have been painted on the gym floor and the 
baskets should be up by Sunday. Naturally the boys are 
anxiously looking forward to using the gym. 

Asking your prayers for the staff and students, I remain, 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 

Augustine Ralberer, 0.S.b. 
Rectgr 

übie-tt‘o ' 

(21 

etk AL. tlitre 



November 16, 1977, 

Rev. Fr. Augustine gelberer, 
Seminary of Christ the King, 
Mission, B.C. 
V2V 4J2. 

Dear Father Augustine: 

Thank you for your letter of November 
12th with first term marks for our students. I em 
encos1ng a cheque to cover.the statement you 
sent for dnd 

1 look forward to seeing you on 
SundaY. 

With every good wish, I remain, 

Sincerely yours in our Lord. 

Most Rev. James F, Carney, D.D. 
Archbishop of Vancouver, 

JFC/mb 
Encl. I. 



5eminary of ClIris he Kin8 
Mission City, B. C. 

In account wiLh  the Archdiocese of Vancouver 

ASSISTANCE FOR THE FIRST SEMESTER: 

...re  $ 240.00 

•  50.00 

total $ 290.00 

Some help may have to be given later to 

0, it C   44V1:06 

Auguetine Kalberer, 0.S.B. 
Rector 

November 12, 1977 



MINUTES of the meeting of the Consultors held February 9, 1979 
at 10;30 a.m. in the Board Room of the Catholic Charities Building. 

IN TH CHAIR: Archbishop Carney 

PREUNT: Msers, Eichol, Clinton, Teague, Stewart and Mallon. 
Fathers Campbell O'Brieß and Defoe. 

REGRETS: Msgr. Brown, Fathers Kilty and Zsigmond. 
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5. SEMINARY: 

The Archbishop called on Bishop Sabatini to preent a proposal for a 
major seminary in the Archdiocese. The Bishop recalled that we heve a good 
number of major seminarians, 19 at present, They are all studying in 
other places because we have no seminary here. We have or could have the 
resource men here. The Abbey at Mission would be a good facility if we 
could get an agreement with the Benedictine Fathers so that the Archdiocese 
would control the educational process and discipline. An alternative to 
this would be to get a house elsewhere. This would be less desirable. 
Another possibility might be an arrangement with St. Mark's College. This 
would also enrich the resources for training Religious and lay people. 

Bishop Sabatini mentioned the existence of a gym and an available library 
at the Abbey which would be useful resources. Msgr. Stewart questioned 
the possibility of realizing sufficient physical separation from the 
Monastic community to ensure against monastic influence or domination of 

the regimen of a major seminary located on Abbey premises. Father Defoe 
remarked that several years ago Father Abbot had indicated a willingnesS 
to collaborate in some unspecified manner. Msgr. Mallon opined that therG 
would be an openness on the part of the Benedictines. 
MOVED; Fr. Defoe/SECONDUD: Fr. Cawpbell that Bishop Sabatini's propo2a1 
be explored more fully by overtures to the Abbey. 
The Archbishop asked Bishop Sabatini to approach the Ber:edictines. 

The uteeting adjourned with prayo.r. 



MINUTES of the Meeting of the Consultors held in the Board Room of the 
Catholic Charities Building on March 1, 1979, at 10:30 a.m. 

IN THE CHAIR: Archbishop Carney 

PRESENT : Bishop Sabatini, Mgr. Nichol, Clinton, Teague, Stewart, 
Mallon; Fathers Campbell, O'Brien, Kilty, Defoe and Zsigmond. 

IN ATTENDANCE: Rev. Denis Luterbach. 

d) Seminary Proposal made by Bishop Sabatini: The Archbishop explained that, 
with regard to this proposal, for the time being he thought he would let 
Bishop Sabatini approach the Benedictines by speaking to Pr.Augustine. He 
believes that:Bishop'Sabatini should visit Mt. Angel and inspect it as a 
model of what iS proposed here. 
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The meeting adjourned with prayer. 



LL 

Bishop Sabatini 

The Benedictine Fathers were invited to open a foundation in the 
archdiocese in 1932 hut were unable to do so at that time. 

Archbishop Duke opened a seminary at Ladner, but the shortage of 
qualified teaching clergy made it extremely difficult for him to 
maintain a faculty. In 1937 he invited the Benedictines to conduct 
the seminary. 

They accepted, and arrived in 1939. 

The final contract, signed in 1949 is attached. On the advice of 
the Holy See the contract was to remain in force for 12 years. There 
is no documentary evidence in the archives thet this time was ever 
extended. 

C.S4x-k-k-

There was considerable dissatisfaction with the training given 
to the seminarians in the 19601s, and Archbishop Duke formed a Committee 
comprised of Fathers J.W. Stewart, J. E. Kilty, and J. Hanrahan to 
discuss th8 prob/eme and try to remove the difficulties. This 
materiel is available if you need it. 

14: 





ARCHDIOCESE OF VANCOUVER 

OFFICE OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

°NU, OH0.026 1 

PRESENT: 

1150 ROBSON STRPIET 
VANCOUVER i3 B.C. 

MINUTES OF THE VOCATION COMMITTEE OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF VANCOUVER 

The first meeting was held at 2100 p.m., Wednesday, January 30,1980 
in the board room of 150 Robson, 

Archbishop James Carney, Monsignor Peter Mallon, Sister Annette, H.C.R., 
Sister Jeanine, S.E.J., Sister Anne S.C.I.C., Rev. James MacLeod, 
Rev. Oliver Mohan, 0.M.I., Rev. Denis Luterbach, Rev. Ran Tompaan, 
Bro. Stan Dawson, C.F.C„ Mr. Dermot Murphy, representing the Serra 
Club. 

ABSENT: Rev. Albert Corridin. 

awareness, 

The meeting was opened with prayer by 'Archbishop James Carney. 

In his opening remarks the Archbishop emphasized; 

- the importance of a "no gimmic" technique for vocation 

- the necessity of prayer ha discerning a vocation, 

- of being open to God's call where he calls, rather 
than being partial to whether or not God calls to Religious orders 
or Diocesan priesthood. 

- having a total dependance on God, 

- emphasizing the Christian vocation as being for 
everyone with special emphasis on Religious vocations. 

- our part to be channels of God's grace in order to 
build up the body of Christ. 

Father MacLeod outlined in skeletal form ideas that could 
be used for vocation awareness. Father's plan was to have s week 
of vocation awareness culminating with a special Mass at the 
Cathedral on Vocation Sunday, April 27th, 1980. 
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Besides this outline, (presented to each person present)Father MacLeod 
had books from various dioceses showing suggestions that could be adapted 
and used in our diocese. It is his wish that packets be made up to 
help priests in the various parishes for suggestions re: Vocation 
Awareness, and hsw to prepare for it. 

The committee was then asked for suggestions and ideas 
as to ways best suited to initiate vocation awareness. Discussion 
then centered around ideas such as: 

- slide presentations re: the Christian vocation. 
- use of good audio-visuals in the Archdiocese re 

the priesthood and updating these visuals. 
- visiting the schools 
- emphasis on prayer for vocations in schools 
- priests visiting schools 
- need for a parish vocation committee 
make Christian community -see necessity of prayer and 

their responsibility to pray and foster vocations. 
- necessity of parish priest to do home visits especially 

where there are vocation prospects - perhaps Choose a half 
a dozen families to visit during lent. 

- pick out some of these "potentials" to work with him 
- set up a vocation committee with young people and 

yet have it guided by priests, Sisters, brothers and older people 
- have Masses during the week - each day emphasizing 

one of the Christian vocations: single, married, Sister, Brother, Priest. 
- Sisters, priests, brothers to speak after homily at Mass -personal 
- confront prospects with the question "What does God witness 

want me to do with my life?" 

After much discussion Father MacLeod asked that each 
member of the committee bring back ideas to implement in parishes. 
The Sisters present were asked to bring back ideas from their communities 
as well as ideas from the Sisters Council of the Archdiocese. 

submitted by 

Secretary 

*May I ask that ideas be written in order to facilitate 
discussion and that these ideas be passed into the Secretary after 
the meeting. 



MINUTES of the Meeting of the Consultors held on 
Wednesday, March 5, 1980 at 1030 a.m. at 150 
Robson Street, Vancouver.  

IN THE CHAIR: Archbishop Carney 

PRESENT : Bishop Sabatini, Msgrs. Nichol, Clinton, Stewart, Mallon 
and Brown; Fathers Campbell, J. Kilty, Defoe and Zsigmond. 

REGRETS : Father O'Brien 

3. Seminary Proposal. The Archbishop reported that Bishop Sabatini had spoken 
to Father Augustine, 0.S.B. asking consideration by the Benedictine Fathers 
of the proposal to have the Benedictines staff the major seminary at Mission 
under a rector to be appointed by the Bishops of the Province as an alternative 
to a major seminary elsewhere in the Archdiocese staffed by other priests 
available to the Bishops. Father Augustine responded that he would take 
the proposal to Abbot Eugene and the Community. He has not since reported 
back to Bishop Sabatini. Last December the Archbishop brought the matter 
up with the Abbot who indicated that the Benedictines preferred to maintain 
the seminary under their control. 
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The meeting adj ourna. d 



Minutes of the July 22, 1980 Meeting of the 
ARCHDIOCESAN CONSULTORS.  

Chairman: Eis Grace, Archbishop Carney 

Present : Bishop Sabatini, Msgr. T.M. Nichol, Msgr. P. Mallon, Frs. O'Brien, 
J. Kilty, Zsigmond. 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 1:00 p.m. on the 
motion from Father Ki1ty. 

Most Rev. Rev. L. Sabatini, C.S. 
Acting Secretary, 



Minutes of the Meeting of the Consultors held 
on Wednesday, July 7, 1982 at 10:30 a.m.-at 
150 Robson Street, Vancouver.  

IN THE CHAIR: Archbishop Carney. 

PRESENT Bishop Sabatini, Msgrs. Stewart, Clinton, Nailon, Brown, 
Fathers Campbell, O'Brien, Kilty and Defoe. 

ii, Seminary Proposal: 

The Archbishop introduced a proposal made by Bishop Sabatini to establish 
a theologate in the Archdiocese which would come under the control of the 
Ordinary (copy attached). The Archbishop reported that the contract from 
1949 to 1961 between the Archdiocese and the Benedictines had been viewed 
by Archbishop Johnson as expired, whereas the Benedictines claim it calls 

14,1/2 



The Consultors' -meeting of July 7, 1982 ,,„.. ...... Page 2.% 

III. ii. for a formal termination, He said there is a feeling that the Archdiocese 
should have more control of the seminary than it has been able to secure, 
especially for its theology students. He recalled that in 1979 Bishop 
Sabatini proposed that we try to get an agreement to have a diocesan priest 
as rector, as had been done at Mt. Angel, Oregon, He had subsequently 
authorized Bishop Sabatini to approach Father Augustine, 0.S.B., the sub-
prier, with such a proposal. Bishop Sabatini reported thatthe proposal was 
turned down. The Archbishop reported that the question of the seminary has 
been much in his eland. 'Me observed that: 

1) the Benedictine Seminary is only 40 miles away, The question is 
asked, "Why do we not use it?" 

2) a satisfactory theologate is needed. 

i. The present access to St, Peter's, London, is limited and calls 
for careful negotiations for admissions. It can't take our 
philosophy students. They must go to the college at Waterloo in 
order to be admitted to London for theology, The future of this 
access is not assured since we do not enjoy priority of admission. 

ii, Other available major seminaries are not satisfactory. 

a) Edmonton: - some Bishops have reservations about it. 
- Bishop 8xner, who had taught there, sent no students 

there from Kamloops. 
- the students reportedly are dissatisfied. 

b) Toronto: - the students live in. Scarboro and bus to Toronto 
School of Theology, an ecumenical structure. 

c) Ottawa - it is reportedly teaching liberal theology, 

d) Seattle: - dissatisfaction is reported with the present set-up, 

The Archbishop recalled that as Auxiliary Bishop he had been commissioned to 
look into the Mission seminary arrangement, He formed, a committee to talk 
with the Benedictines. As a prelude to these talks he had interviewed all 
priest alumni. who all said: "Don't send anyone there as long as the present 
Abbot is there." /lki+001-elte-,eetek41-e-.4-47, tt.;t:4-ter/11-il--1,--M:aoDo-na.yder-OKILIM•eee: 
444 1j hr eleEl i+,(-1-e-4,e4.0!ea we he waS-o.R.es,44het-t-the 

/yOett-pe-lelats in Vancouver go itee-: -bee!,-deal Pao Ion e' that A'ae-ref-gesilerms--1 
didiylt-wan.t to4e-t-e-14,* h-a-15e - n 014,1a,ta 4 if / 

The Archbishop reported that in the dia ogue with the Benedictines the 
committee pressed for a statement on who had the final authority in the 
seminary. The answer given was: "the Abbot." 

The Archbishop faulted the seminary at Mission because the ,rector does not 
refer students originating in the Archdiocese to the Archbishop. He said: 
"We do not have the necssary control," Bishop Sabatini reported that he had 
studied the provisions of the seminary contract between the Archdiocese and 
the Benedictines and found that it gives the Archbishop the right to name 
the rector and the spiritual director and to approve the staff appointments, 
the right to approve the ratio studiorum and the rule book and the right to 
receive a report an each of his students. It provides that upon termination 
of the contract the Archdiocese can establish its own seminary and it vindicates 
the right of the Benedictines to conduct their own theological seminary for 
religious and archdiocesan students. 

..,./3 c)\ 
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III, ii, Bishop Sabatini suggested the possibility of taking advantage of St. 
Mark's College charter and its affiliation with U.B.C, ae a way of 
giving our own theologate an academic standing. The Archbishop felt 
that the proximity of St. Mark's College to the V.S.T. on U.B.C. Campus 
might expose such a seminary to the unwelcome pressure of ecumenical 
theological influences. 

Father Defoe said he did not favour the St. Mark's proposal and felt 
there would be possibilities at Mission. 

spsar. Brown felt that a theologate should be close to the centre of the 
Archdiocese. 

The  Archbishop proposed that the essential requirements of the Archdiocese 
be listed, then the Consultors would meet to decide whether to try to 
secure these requirements in a seminary contract with the Benedictines, 
or,:alternatively, to plan a theologate under the ownership and control 
of the Archdiocese. 

The Archbishop acknowledged the need to be assured of the practical 
viability of the Archdiocese having its own theologate. before making any 
approach to the Benedictines. He asked that Bishop Sabatini prepare a 
list of the salient elements in the contract with the Benedictines for 
distribution to the Consultors. 

The meeting adjourned. 

• 
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MEMD TO: Archbishop Carney 

FROM • Bishop Sabatini 

DATE March 31, 1982 

RE : Comments on Vancouver Seminary Program. 

1, At the UPI School  Level: Christ the King Seminary is available for those who 
wish a residential school - affiliated or non-affiliated. 

However, some form of "contact program" should be established among high school 
students in the Catholic Schools or Parish groups with a priest assigned to direct 
the contact program. 

2. At College Level: a) For those young men (age 28 or under) who have a desire to 
serve the Vancouver Archdiocese and have not had a college 

education (BA or its equivalent), an arrangement should be worked out with Christ 
the King Seminary for their College Training (details to follow). Upon completion 
they would be admitted to the Theology Program (see below). 

b) For those young men who have already a college .degree (BA or 
its equivalent) but who have not had any scholastic philosophy, 

related sciences, I would suggest one year in the Pre -theology Program at Mt. Angel 
Seminary in Oregon (see attached brochure). 

c) For those over 28 years of age beginning College studies, the 
Beda College in Rome should be considered. 

3. At Theology Level: Our own Theology house should be established in Vancouver with a 
Resident Rector (Dean of Studies), Spiritual Director and sufficient 

number of qualified resident and non-resident staff. 

College Level at Christ the Kin2: 

- Graduates of Christ the King High School Program who wish to continue studies for 
priesthood in Vancouver Archdiocese will he admitted to College Program at Christ 
the King. (Some form of official affiliation will be required.) 

- Those young men coming from other schools but wishing to study for Vancouver 
Archdiocese will process their applications through person designated by the 
Archbishop before forwarding it to Seminary Office of Admission. 

- Relationship of ArChdiocese and  Westminster Abbey. 

- The governance and Aministration of the High School Seminary is left entirely to 
the Abbey. 

- Retarding the Liberal Arts Colleoe: 

- Some form of Board consisting of Monks from the Abbey and Priests of the Vancouver 
Archdiocese should be established. This Board will meet a few times a year to 
evaluate College policies and ensure close ties with the local Church. 

- Applications for admission to the College for those men affiliated with the Archdiocese 
of Vancouver shall be processed through designated Archdioccsan channels. 

- The Office of Admissions of the College will include one or more priests of the 
Archdiocese selected by the Archbishop. 

- A common living situation for Vancouver seminarians and those of other dioceses or 
religious communities is acceptable. 

( 
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- At least one diocesan priest assigned by the Archbishop will serve on the 
Faculty of the College (either in residence or off-campus) in the capacity 
of spiritual director to the Vancouver seminarians (and others if acceptable). 
He will also direct the field education program of Vancouver students. 

- Before any Vancouver student is dismissed from the College, a dialogue will 
be established with the Archbishop or his representative and an effective 
board of review will be requested. 

- Evaluations of Vancouver students will be formally submitted to the Archbishop 
each year indicating academic and formational progress of candidates. 



MINUTES of the Meeting of the Consultors 
held on September 21, 1982 at 1030 a,m. 
at 150 Robson Street, Vancouver, B.C. 

* ••••': t'r * * A A• * )1r Ve * 

In the Chair: Archbishop Carney 

Present: Bishop Sabatini, Msgrs. Stewart, Clinton and Mallon, 
Fathers O'Brien and Campbell 

Ii) Archdiocese's  Relationship to the Seminary at  Mission  

The Archbishop called on Bishop Sabatini to present a 
list of the salient factors in the Seminary contract 
between the Archdiocese and the Benedictines. (copy 
attached) 
The Archbishop proposed the need to address the ques-
tions "What priorities do we want for the education 
of our future priests?" and "Can we get them at 
Mission?" He indicated that the Consultors might con-
stitute an appropriate committee to study the matter 
and formulate a proposal. Msgr. Mallon felt that such 
a committee would benefit from the presence of some 
younger priests whose seminary experience is more re-
cent and who are in closer touch with today's seminary 
life. 
Msgr. Clinton asked whether No. 5 in Bishop Sabatini's 
list of salient factors had been observed by the Arch-
diocese and the Benedictines. 
The Archbishop responded that there is a need to re-
search that question in our archives. He asked Bishop 
Sabatini assisted by Msgr. Stewart to research the 
acts of the Archdiocese and the Benedictines relative 
to the seminaries, major and minor, not only during 
the life of the 1945 contract but also during the term 
of any other agreements which may have preceded it. 

Father Campbell asked that the consultors be informed 
of the existing agreements between Vancouver and other 
seminaries such as St. Peter's, London, Ontario and 
the Beda College, Rome, The Archbishop agreed to ask 
Bishop Sabatini to prepare this information. 
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The meeting was adjourned. 



Summary of Principal Points of Contract between Archbishop Duke and 
the Benedictines of Westminster Abbey  re: Christ the King  Seminary. 

This contract committing the governance of the major and minor 
seminary to the Benedictines was signed by Archbishcp Duke and Eugene Medved -Prior 
on August 25, 1949, witnessed by Msgr. Nichol for the Archdiocese and Father 
Andrew Keber for the Monastery. This written agreement was subsequently approved 
on the following September 21 by Cardinal Pizzard0 of the Sacred Congretation of 
Seminaries. 

Some of the main points of the agreement are the following: 

I) Both the major and minor seminaries of Christ the King are 
seminaries of the ArchdiocesLof Vancouver. 

2) The land and the buildings belong to the monastery. 
3) This agreement is binding for a period of 12 years 

4) Neither party can rescind or change agreement, even after expiration, 
wfthout consent of Sacred Congregation and at least 6 months  notice 
to other party. 

5) The Archbishop has right to name Rector and Spiritual Director and to 
apprcve Teachers of both seminaries; the staff is to be established 
by Archbishop who may select members from the monastery with the consent 
of the Prior. Archbishop has right to receive a report at least 
annually on each of his students. 

6) The Archbishop has right to approve the "ratio studiorue of both 
seminaries. 

7) Archbishop and Prior approve seminary rule book. 

8) Ordinary should send his students to Christ the King except in special 
cases. 

9) In the event that the ArchdiocesLpulls out with consent of Sacred 
Congregation and establishes its own seminary, Benedictines retain 
right to have their own seminary for religious and diocesan students 
for priesthood. 

10) Seminary will accept only students who have intention of studying for 
priesthood. 

11) Archbishop has right to visit seminary any time he pleases and make 
any changes he sees fit. 



Minutes of the Meeting of the Consultors held at 
150 Robson St., Vancouver on December 15, 1982 
at 1030  a.m. 

IN THE CHAIR: Archbishop Carney 

PRESENT : Msgrs. Stewart, Clinton, Mallon and Brown and Fathers 
O'Brien, Defoe and Zsigmond. 

iii. Seminaries: a. The Archbishop referred to the inquiry about agreements 
with St. Peter's Seminary, London and the Beda College in Rome. He said 
the Archdiocese has no agreement with St. Peter's or the Beda. London 
takes our students if it has room. Those waiting for admission are sent 
to Resurrection College, Waterloo, Ont. There is no agreement with the 
Beda hut it takes our students. 

b. Msgr. Stewart reported on his research on the question of 
the Acts of the Archdiocese and the Benedictines relative to the seminaries 
during the life of the 1949 contract and the life of any earlier agreements. 

He reported reviewing the available files from 1930 to 1966 and found no 
specific acts dealing with the Archbishop's appointment of the Seminary 
Rector, Spiritual Director or other Seminary staff. (see attached summary) 

The Archbishon said that the ideal for the Archdiocese would be to have our 
Own Seminary but that, failing that, the next best thing would be to try 
to implement the advantages for the Archdiocese in the present contract. 

Msgr. asked whether the Sacred Congregation for Seminaries could be 
consulted about the kind of arrangement possible with the Benedictines, 
using the Benedictine premises but having the Archbishop appoint the rector, 
etc. 
MOVED by Msgr. Brown, SECONDED by Father Defoe that a committee be named 
to pursue discussions with the Benedictines before approaching the S.C. for 
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Seminaries. MOTION CARRIED. 

The Treeting adjourned. 



Outline of material Relating to Seminary of 
Christ the King - from Archdiocesan Archives 
(224 e,ages)  

Eight folders of material: 

Folder  #5, 1948-1949: 

1. a) Letters between Archbishop Duke and S.C. Seminaries beginning 
1946 re question of letting Benedictines continue to run the 
junior seminary and with new buildings at Mission, and under-
take to found a "Major Diocesan Seminary", as they have asked 
consent to do. 

b) Same subject moving toward contract with Benedictines at Mission 
1948. Correspondence re negotiating revisions in the proposed 
contract with the Benedictines and acceptable to the Holy See. 
Father Eugene made Conventual Prior - Father Thomas Meier no 
longer competent to deal. Father Eugene calls on the Abbot 
Primate to represent Benedictine interests. 
1949 Benedictines accept contract, August,1949. 

Folder #6, 1952-1959: 

Various correspondence re: 

- affiliating S.C.K. with U. of Montyeal 
- appointments to the Seminary Discipline Board and Board of Administration 
- numbers of students in the minor s(,minary (1959) Father Placidus to 
Archbishop Johnson 

- circular letter from S.C. Seminaries re ecclesiastical formation 
- list of students reported by Father Wilfred, OS. to Archbishop Duke. 

Folder #7, 1959-1966: 

Correspondence by Father Roberts, Vocations Director with Archbishop 
Duke and various Diocesan and Benedictine Priests re vocation 
promotion, vocation camp, transfers of seminarians out of S.C.K. 

Folder #8, 1962-1965: 

Records and correspondence pertaining to committees established to 
look into reported dissatisfaction with the Seminary at Mission, 

Polder #1, 1930-1932:  

Early correspondence re establishment of Junior Seminary, 

Folder #2, 1932-1940: 

Correspondence between Archbishop Duke and the Benedictines at Mt. 
Angel from earliest contact through full engagement at Deer Lake, 
Burnaby. 

Folder 43, 1939-1940: 

Correspondence between Archbishop Duke and Abbot Thomas Meier, OS B of 
Mt. Angel about contract between Archdiocese and Benedictines. 

Folder #4, 1938-1940:  

More correspondence about arrangements for Benedictines to staff :the 
Seminary. 



Minutes of the Meeting of the Consultors held at 
150 Robson Street, Vancouver, on January 11, 1983 
at 1030 a.m. 

IN THE CHAIR: Archbishop Carney 

PRESENT : Msgrs. Stewart, Clinton, Mallon and Brown, Fathers J. Kilty 
and A. Zsigmond 

IN ATTENDANCE: Rev. A. Lcu and Dr. Francis Ho 
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iv. Seminary: 

The Archbishop reported that no commitLee had yeL been appointed to 
pursue discussions with the Benedictines but that he hoped to appoinL 
one soon. 
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The meeting adjourned. 
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To the survivors of child abuse
who have risked publicly
disclosing their suffering;

You have provided a voice for all who lost their childhood inno-
cence to the tragedy of sexual abuse and have struggled to recover
sexual and emotional balance.  We thank you because your heroic
action has been a prophetic catalyst for fundamental change in the
way we relate to those who are mistreated.

To the survivors of those institutions 
where there was abuse and to the 
families of all abuse victims:

We proclaim our solidarity with you as we seek to follow Christ,
the model of true compassion for all who are the victims of individ-
ual wrongs and alienating societal structures.  We stand with all
those who promote the rights of children as full persons.

DEDICATION
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Members of the Ad Hoc Committee on Child Sexual Abuse have often been
asked to explain the task assigned to us by the Canadian Conference of Catholic
Bishops (CCCB). Generally, those asking were sympathetic to the difficulty of our
task. Some even described it as a “Mission Impossible”.

Others seemed to question the Church’s political and institutional willingness
to face the issue squarely, with all the challenges it presents, including a challenge
to the credibility of the Church itself. More cynical persons believed that our
Committee had been established simply to minimize the harm already done to the
Church through shocking revelations in the media.

We acknowledge that media headlines, incriminating priests or religious as the
actual or presumed perpetrators of sexual offenses against children, have been the
source of very real suffering. In our opinion, the Catholic Church in Canada has
lived through truly difficult times as we confronted the numerous accusations of
reprehensible conduct on the part of some of its ministers. In the eyes of a good
number of our fellow citizens, the Church has lost a great deal of credibility over
the past few years due to these scandals and the suspicion that there were attempts
to conceal these intolerable acts.

Yet, these disheartening facts did not weaken our determination to assume our
responsibilities and, with integrity, take up the task entrusted to us. We were asked
to propose ways and means to deal effectively with the results of the sexual scan-
dals that have affected our Church, and ways and means to prevent recurrences of
sexual abuse of children. Our Christian faith teaches us that hope and life can
arise out of pain and suffering. Saint Augustine was bold enough to say that even
sin itself might, retrospectively, become an unforeseen occasion of grace.

We are aware, however, that to have hope we must do more than just intensely
desire life. Our Church will not move “from death to life” in dealing with sexual
abuse without profound and radical change –  change that reflects a genuine

I – FOREWORD
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search for truth, dedication to a Church of service, community renewal, and
indestructible hope. This point is developed more fully in the sixth and seventh
parts of our report.

We believe that we have discerned a new spirit and an array of means that
point to a shining hope on the horizon and will ensure the triumph of life. These
convictions, rooted in our faith, encouraged us to title our report: FROM PAIN
TO HOPE.

The members of the  CCCB Ad Hoc Committee on Child Sexual Abuse:

André Boyer

Rita Cadieux

Gerard Copeman

✛ Roger Ébacher

✛ Adam Exner

Nuala Patricia Kenny

✛ James MacDonald

Notes:

1) Biographical notes on the members of the Committee can be found in Appendix 1.

2) Bernard Daly (former Assistant General Secretary of the CCCB) served as secretary of the
Ad Hoc Committee April 1990 – May 1991; Marcel Lefebvre, professional staff of the
CCCB, replaced him and edited this final report of the Committee.



As members of the CCCB Ad Hoc Committee on Child Sexual Abuse, we sin-
cerely thank the leaders of the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops. They
entrusted to us a very sensitive task, and gave us their complete confidence. This
attitude of trust, openness and freedom of action has been evident throughout the
whole process of the Committee’s work.

We would not have been able to complete our task without the insightful and
professional assistance of the four persons who chaired the various work groups
studying key issues:

Rev. Francis MORRISEY, O.M.I.
chaired the group that revised the CCCB guidelines of 1987. Father
Morrisey, professor of canon law at Saint Paul University, Ottawa, is an
internationally known specialist frequently consulted on sensitive legal ques-
tions. In addition to chairing the first group, he was also a resource person
for the third group. [GROUP I]

Mr. Paul McAULIFFE
chaired the work group on guidelines and supplementary policies for the pas-
toral care of sexually abused children and their families. Mr. McAuliffe
works at the Catholic Children’s Aid Society in Scarborough, Ontario; he is
a member of the Ontario College of Professional Social Workers and super-
visor of sexual abuse treatment and family support programs. [GROUP II]

Rev. Jacques GAGNÉ, O.M.I.
chaired the work group on guidelines and supplementary policies for the
long-term pastoral care and future of priest abusers. Father Gagné is a profes-
sor in pastoral counselling at Saint Paul University, Ottawa, and for ten
years, was the rector of the University Seminary. [GROUP III]

II – ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
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Dr. Jeannine GUINDON
chaired the work group on guidelines and policies for the selection and for-
mation of candidates to the priesthood and religious life. Ms. Guindon is a
professional psychotherapist and the founder of the Institut de Formation et
de Rééducation de Montréal, which is well known and respected through-
out the world. She was invited by Pope John Paul II to attend the 1990
Vatican synod on priestly formation as a lay auditor. [GROUP IV]

We thank these four professionals for their tireless devotion to this important
cause. We hope they, in turn, will communicate our appreciation to all who col-
laborated with them. An alphabetical list of collaborators follows. The numbers in
parentheses indicate the work group in which each was involved.

AMESSE, Mr. Stephen (1), Senate research assistant, Ottawa; 

AUBUT, Dr. Jocelyn (3), psychiatrist, Institut Pinel de Montréal;

BELLEAU, Ms. Charlene (2), sexual abuse research coordinator, Cariboo
Tribal Council, British Columbia;

BOYER, Mr. André (4), social worker; member, CCCB Ad Hoc Committee
on Child Sexual Abuse;

BRADFORD, Dr. John (3), physician, Royal Ottawa Hospital;

BROWN, Ms. Colette (2), specialist in work groups for treatment of sexual
abuse; member of the Catholic Children Aid’s Society, and executive
member of a sexual abuse treatment program attached to the Scarborough
agencies;

COUTURIER, Sister Marie-Paule (1), licentiate in canon law, former superior
general of her congregation; vice-chancellor, Diocese of Gaspé, Québec;

DOIRON, Rev. Michael, S.J. (1), superior of the Jesuit community in Ottawa;

DUNN, Mr. Brian (2), barrister and solicitor, board member of Catholic
Charities in Toronto;

EVANS, Ms. Marguerite (2), registered nurse, doctoral student,
theologian/ethicist;



FORDE, Dr. Francis (1), psychologist, Ottawa; long-term experience in coun-
selling seminarians;

HEWITT, Mr. Adrian (3), lawyer, Ottawa;

KING, Mr. Jeffrey (1), lawyer, Ottawa;

LOFTUS, Rev. John, S.J. (3), therapist, director of the Southdown Centre,
Aurora, Ontario;

LUGO, Ms. Elizabeth (2), vice principal, De LaSalle High School; member,
Toronto Metropolitan Separate School Board;

MALONE, Mr. William (2), superintendent of education, Wellington County
Separate School Board, Ontario;

MANCINI, Rev. Anthony (4), coordinator of Ministry to Priests Program,
Archdiocese of Montreal, English sector;

McCANN, Mr. David (2), coordinator for St. Joseph’s (Alfred) and St. John’s
(Uxbridge) Victim Helpline, Ontario;

McDEVITT, Sister Mary, I.H.M. (2), pastoral consultant for the Catholic
Children’s Aid Society of Metropolitan Toronto; former spiritual counsellor,
Southdown Centre, Aurora, Ontario;

McFARTHING, Dr. A.M. (3), physician, Sudbury, Ontario;

MIAN, Ms. Marcellina (2), paediatrician; director of the Suspected Child
Abuse and Neglect Program (SCAN), Hospital for Sick Children, Toronto;

O’HANLEY, Rev. Peter (1), priest actively involved in issues relating to sexual
abuse and pastoral care (Saint John, N.B.);

O’REILLY, Rev. Michael, O.M.I. (1), professor of canon law, Saint Paul
University, Ottawa; consultant to the Vatican Congregation for the
Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life;

OUELLET, Rev. Marc, P.S.S. (4), rector, Major Seminary of Montreal;

PAGÉ, Rev. Roch (3), professor of canon law, Saint Paul University, Ottawa;
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PIGEON, Rev. Léo-Paul, O.M.I. (1), retired professor, Faculty of Education,
University of Ottawa;

PRENDERGAST, Rev. Terrence (4), S.J., professor, Regis College, St.
Michael’s University, Toronto;

ROBILLARD, Msgr Jean-Marc (4), director of formation for future priests,
Diocese of St. Hyacinthe, Quebec;

SCHRER, Dr. Gilles (3), psychiatrist, Institut Pinel de Montréal.

To all who volunteered many hours of their time to help us formulate the most
judicious recommendations possible, as well as to all who were consulted, we offer
our profound gratitude. 

Their work will not have been in vain if it assists the Canadian bishops to
achieve their threefold objective:

– to deal effectively, justly and compassionately with cases of sexual abuse;
– to work towards eradicating the blight of sexual abuse within the ranks of

the clergy;
– to contribute to the eventual elimination of this plague in society as a whole

by educating and sensitizing the Catholic population.

Our solidarity with the Church must inspire us to move towards eliminating
the evil itself, rather than remaining silent, as sometimes was done in the past.
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The Ad Hoc Committee on child sexual abuse by priests or male religious was
created at the annual Plenary Meeting of the Canadian Conference of Catholic
Bishops, October 23-27, 1989. On that occasion, the bishops expressed deep con-
cern and sympathy for victims of sexual abuse committed by Church personnel.
Concerned also for Catholics in those dioceses where these abusive acts had
taken place, the bishops requested the Committee give priority to such issues as
the long-term prevention of sexual abuse, the care and support for victims and
their families, and the rehabilitation and future of offenders. 

The Plenary Assembly of bishops gave the Permanent Council of the
Conference responsibility for determining the precise mandate of this Committee
and appointing its members. The Plenary Assembly also asked the Committee to
develop a series of guidelines to help the bishops respond appropriately to allega-
tions of sexual abuse by priests or religious in their dioceses.

The Permanent Council devoted much of its meeting of November 29-30,
1989, to this issue and appointed three bishops as members of the Ad Hoc
Committee: Most Reverend Roger ÉBACHER (chairperson); Most Reverend
Adam EXNER and Most Reverend James MacDONALD. The Council then del-
egated to the Conference’s Executive Committee responsibility for selecting the
four priest and lay members of the Committee according to certain criteria of rep-
resentation and competence. The Executive Committee was also responsible for
determining the precise mandate of the Ad Hoc Committee.

The members of the Permanent Council also provided some parameters for
the work of the Committee. The following is an excerpt from the minutes of the
Permanent Council meeting:

“The Committee’s task will be to elaborate additional policies to help individ-
ual dioceses to assist victims, their families and friends, as well as heal and rec-
oncile the parish and diocesan communities affected. It is not to conduct

III – MANDATE OF THE COMMITTEE
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extensive new investigations. Additional policies/guidelines could be foreseen
in the following areas:

1) Completion/expansion of the 1987 suggested guidelines, in the light of
their use in dioceses, other recent experiences, etc.

2) Additional guidelines/policies for the extended pastoral care of victims and
their families.

3) Guidelines/policies for the extended pastoral care and future of priest
offenders.

4) Guidelines (models) for diocesan community self-awareness (“auto-critique”)
and prevention strategies and mechanisms, which foster and facilitate a
fuller human support system for all priests and indeed for all parishioners.

5) Guidelines for affirmative activities at the local level, to help Church
members join other people of good will to help break the cycle of sexual
abuse.”

At the second meeting of the Committee, we reviewed the terms of our man-
date and the way in which it was to be carried out. We decided to combine
points 4 and 5 into a single project. In addition, we identified “the selection and
training of candidates for the priesthood” as a specific question that needed to be
addressed. To carry out our task, we formed four work groups and asked a special
team of CCCB personnel to draft materials that could be used by local discussion
groups.



The CCCB Ad Hoc Committee on Child Sexual Abuse met twelve times over
two years (April, 1990 - April, 1992). In addition, each of the four work groups
and the special team responsible for drafting the group discussion material met at
least several times. In fact, one group alone held twelve meetings. This attests to
the importance of the project for those involved and the dedication with which
they carried out their work.

This capsule history of the Committee is divided into two main phases. In the
first year, we studied intensely the issue of sexual abuse. At the same time, we
responded to successive drafts of the discussion material prepared by the special
team. In the second year, we received the reports of each work group and incorpo-
rated their findings into drafts of the Committee’s final report. In addition, we
maintained regular contact with the bishops responsible for the Committee’s man-
date, keeping them informed of the results of our on-going research.

A. Phase I

At our second meeting, August 2, 1990, we studied the recently released
WINTER report. We noted the strong points of the report: its courageous tone;
its sweeping recommendations calling for a profound change in the life of the
Church; its reasoned recommendations; its emphasis on the process of healing;
its discussion of efforts required to reduce and hopefully eliminate sexual abuse;
and, despite the initial scandal, its mention of the long-term benefits and liber-
ating power of the truth. Clearly it would influence our own work.

We also discussed the importance of assessing factors that might have con-
tributed to the present situation, including the isolation of priests, abuse of
power, problems of ecclesiastical administration, dissociation of preaching from
real life, the formation of priests to meet their responsibilities, and spiritual and
moral leadership in the Church.

IV – HISTORY OF THE COMMITTEE
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In subsequent meetings, we reflected on whether the living conditions of some
priests might contribute to deviant behaviour, e.g.: isolation; overload of pastoral
work; an environment in which the concerns of laity are not easily heard; inade-
quate training or inadequate response to the training received; lack of true spiritual
integration, and inadequate training in terms of moral responsibility. 

Without claiming these are necessarily the determining factors, we began to
explore preventive measures based on these preliminary reflections and on our
professional experience.

We also had very candid discussions on a variety of related issues: 

• How, in the face of revelations of allegations of sexual abuse by priests or
religious, do we transcend discouragement and defeatism, and find the
courage to respond justly and compassionately? 

• How, in a spirit of openness and truthfulness, can we restore the confidence
and credibility that the Church has unfortunately lost in the eyes of many
Canadians? 

• Are there structural causes within the Church and within society which
explain the sudden rash of sexual abuse scandals? How can parishes repair
the pastoral damage caused by wrong behaviour on the part of pastors? 

In the sixth part of this report most of these questions will be discussed, with
some specific recommendations.

Other problems were also raised during Committee meetings, which helped
define more precisely the directives for the four work groups. These problems
included, among others: the failure to fully implement the dynamic ecclesial
communion proposed by the Second Vatican Council; how abuse by a priest is
really a betrayal of a covenant; how diocesan practices could be revised in order
to eliminate any suspicion or appearance of a cover-up by the ecclesiastical
institution; ways of encouraging dioceses to examine how they respond to
crises, and how to assess medium- and long-term consequences of abuse.

Gradually, we laid the groundwork for the second phase of the Committee’s
work. At the same time, the various drafts of the discussion materials were
reviewed to ensure its orientation would be in accord with our findings.
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B. Phase II

The second phase of the Committee’s work consisted mainly of meeting the
leaders of the four work groups to discuss the conclusions they had reached in
their respective areas of responsibility. The Committee then took the main
points of the four inquiries and consolidated them into the final report.

To assure the input from the work groups would not be lost, we formulated
recommendations based on their research and addressed these to a number of
persons or groups for implementation. The four work groups shed valuable light
on the issue of sexual abuse and certain ways of remedying it. The appendices
to this report give some indication of the painstaking work of the four groups. 
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In order to understand better the formal recommendations of the report and the
texts included in the appendices, a glossary of frequently used terms may be help-
ful. Some expressions are described in simple terms. Others required a more strict
definition to correspond to legal situations.

ALLEGATION

A statement or accusation of sexual abuse that is yet to be proven. (See
Appendix 2: Diocesan Protocol).

CHILD

The legal definition of a child varies across Canada, according to federal,
provincial or territorial legislation. In this report, child refers to a person
who has not yet reached eighteen years of age. [Since the various applicable
canonical and civil statutes mention different ages (for instance 7, 14, 16,
18, 19, 21), attention should be given to the applicability of such laws in a
particular case.]

DIRECT VICTIM OF SEXUAL ABUSE AGAINST CHILDREN

The child who has been abused by an adult; or the adult survivor of child
abuse.

DUTY TO REPORT

Every province and territory has legislation that requires the reporting of
child sexual abuse or situations where the child is “in need of protection” or
where the “security or development of a child is in danger.” The report is
made to the local child protection agency or the police. While there are dif-
ferences among the statutes about what is included in the term “in need of
protection”, everyone has a duty to report sexual abuse.
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The applicable statutory reporting requirements should be consulted to verify one’s
obligations.

ECCLESIASTICAL AUTHORITY

Either the diocesan bishop or the major religious superior, or his/her autho-
rized representative.

EXTENDED PASTORAL CARE

The informed, understanding and healing support given by the Catholic com-
munity to the victims of sexual abuse and the offender, from the disclosure of
the abuse and for as long as it is required, possibly throughout a lifetime.

INDIRECT VICTIMS BY RELATIONSHIPS

The parents, foster parents, siblings, extended family and close friends of the
direct victim of sexual abuse.

LAY PASTORAL AGENT

A man or woman employed and remunerated by a parish or diocese for per-
forming a specific pastoral duty under the responsibility of that religious
authority (parish or diocese).

PREVENTION

“In the context of child sexual abuse, prevention means any measure aimed
at preventing the occurrence of sexual abuse, detecting its early signs, and
reducing its impact” (Government publication, Health and Welfare
Canada, Child Sexual Abuse: Guidelines for Community Workers, Ottawa,
Supply and Services Canada, 1989, p. 19).

RELIGIOUS

A member of a religious institute or of a society of apostolic life recognized
by the Catholic Church.

Note that when they are assigned to pastoral work that reaches out to people out-
side their particular religious order, religious priests are responsible to two sepa-
rate ecclesiastical authorities: the major superior of their order (depending on the
religious province to which they belong) and the bishop of the area in which they
perform their pastoral ministry.
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Religious brothers, on the other hand (i.e., those who have not been ordained
as priests), are responsible to their major religious superior (depending on the reli-
gious province to which they belong).

SECULAR

A structure or a system in society, as distinguished from Church structures or
systems which are referred to as “ecclesiastical” or “canonical”.

SECULAR COURTS

The term applies both to criminal and to civil courts.

SEXUAL ABUSE

“Contacts or interactions between a child and an adult when the child is
being used as an object of sexual gratification for the adult. A child is abused
whether or not this activity involves explicit force, whether or not it
involves genital or physical contact, whether or not it is initiated by the
child, and whether or not there is discernible harmful outcome” (WINTER
Report, Vol. II, p. A-20).

TREATMENT

“Specific intervention(s) by a qualified professional or specialist based on a
statement of need and designed to limit, reduce or remedy individual
and/or family dysfunction.” Both the abuser and the victim could benefit
from treatment (Health and Welfare Canada, Child Sexual Abuse:
Guidelines for Community Workers, p. 21).
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The few pages summarizing the Committee’s mandate cannot possibly convey the
long path we have travelled in our two years of work. Nor can such an overview
adequately explain the convictions that inspired us or the goals we set for ourselves
when we accepted the task confided by the Canadian Conference of Catholic
Bishops. Yet all of this background is essential in order to understand the proper
context of the fifty recommendations presented in Part VII.

To aid readers, we have chosen, at this point in our report, to present the basic
perspectives and conclusions that emerged from our discussions of the five aspects
of our mandate as originally specified by the CCCB Permanent Council. We are
fully aware that, despite all the time spent on our task, this will not be the final
word on this difficult issue. One of our strongest and clearest convictions is that it
will require the concerted effort of many people to stem the tide of sexual abuse
against children.

A. Completion/Expansion of the 1987 Guidelines

As a first part of our mandate, we were asked to complete and expand the 1987
guidelines prepared by the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops. We
noted, with satisfaction, that the bishops’ decision was taken shortly after major
government initiatives and preceded most professional corporate bodies in this
respect. Three years before, the voluminous BADGLEY Report had been pub-
lished. In August of 1987, the Minister of Health and Welfare named Rix
ROGERS as Special Adviser on Child Sexual Abuse. Rix ROGERS was given
the following mandate: “to prepare for the Minister a report on the long-range
direction of federal child sexual abuse initiatives, their implementation and co-
ordination” (Reaching for Solutions: Report of the Special Adviser to the
Minister of Health and Welfare on Child Sexual Abuse in Canada, 1990, p. 7 –
cited elsewhere as Rix ROGERS). 

In 1987, the ecclesiastical authorities had reacted in a predictable and normal
manner, given the circumstances. In other words, they attempted to respond to
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the crisis resulting from the scandal brought about by disclosures of child sexual
abuse by priests or religious. Three years later, at the end of 1989, this led the
bishops to ask that the guidelines be expanded and completed.

To accomplish this task, we decided to conduct a survey in order to gauge
the actual impact of the 1987 guidelines. In summary, we found:

• many dioceses had discovered for the first time the implications of a
problem of which they had not been aware; 

• some dioceses had drafted a protocol or action strategy on this issue; 

• in at least one instance, a major pastoral region encompassing some
twenty dioceses had drafted a common protocol on the issue of child
sexual abuse; 

• bishops had begun to call upon the services of professionals from a variety
of disciplines to help in this task. 

Overall, the guidelines represented a promising first step, but could they pro-
vide long-term direction?

At that time, however, the public was not sufficiently conscious of an essen-
tial element in the problem of abuse. The ideal breeding ground for the devel-
opment and repetition of child sexual abuse is a general conspiracy of silence,
motivated by the fear of scandal and of major repercussions for the institutions
directly or indirectly concerned. A family is shaken by an incestuous relation-
ship between father and daughter coming to light; the good name of a profes-
sion is smeared by the publication of facts implicating some of its members in
reprehensible acts against children for whom they are responsible.  The Church
finds itself in a position that contradicts its own message when a priest or reli-
gious is accused of child sexual abuse. 

The spontaneous reaction of shamed self-defense must be avoided under the
circumstances, lest one risk becoming, consciously or not, party to further cases
of abuse. The fear of scandal often conditions our instinctive reactions of inad-
vertently protecting the perpetrators and a certain image of the Church or the
institution we represent, rather than the children, who are powerless to defend
themselves.
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Five years of numerous painful experiences, a great number of excellent pub-
lications on abuse, and the opportunities afforded by seminars and various
meetings have led many of our co-citizens to question their tendency to remain
silent on the matter of child sexual abuse. More and more individuals no longer
hesitate to break through the wall of silence surrounding instances of abuse,
even if this leaves the impression that the number of cases is increasing.
Disclosure brings these cases to light and helps to expose the conditions which
may have contributed to their occurrence. Rix ROGERS noted pertinently:
“Every public awareness and education effort related to child sexual abuse
prompts more disclosures, thereby generating an immediate need for more sup-
port services” (Rix ROGERS, p. 54).

This situation of more or less conscious denial of sexual abuse by priests or
religious allowed, in some cases at least, intolerable conditions to persist far too
long. The Winter Commission report makes this point quite clearly.

The first disclosures were inadequately dealt with by the Archdiocesan administra-
tion. This allowed the threat of sexual abuse to continue, though the poor handling
of the early accusations of abuse may be understandable in the context of the times,
when most people were not aware of the prevalence and dynamics of child sexual
abuse, or the damage that it causes. [The Report of the Archdiocesan Commission
of Enquiry into the Sexual Abuse of Children by Members of the Clergy, St.John’s,
1990, Vol I, p. 136.]

Ecclesiastical authorities may not have always been completely successful in
distinguishing between the individual and personal responsibility of a priest
abuser and the indirect responsibility borne by the Church. Consider the fol-
lowing analogy: well-meaning parents suddenly find themselves almost directly
involved in a judicial process because their son or daughter (who has reached
majority) is implicated in drug trafficking. We all know of cases where parents
blame themselves, intervene in a sometimes awkward manner, and tend to act
in ways that are undoubtedly inspired by their love as parents, but ill-advised
from the point of view of fostering a re-orientation of their now adult child. In
spite of their good will, these parents delay their child’s coming to terms with
the consequences of his or her acts. 

Similarly, a clearer understanding of the individual and personal responsibility
of the priest-abuser as contrasted with the indirect responsibility of the institution
makes it possible now to develop a more adequate action plan.  In our view, the
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1987 guidelines laid insufficient emphasis on the fact that normally the direct
and immediate responsibility for such actions rests with the abuser himself.

What is the situation today, five years later?  On what grounds can we hope
that our recommendations fulfill what we were asked to do, namely to com-
plete and expand the work begun in 1987?

1. In contrast to what was done in 1987, we are not simply formulating guide-
lines to be communicated to the bishops alone to help them draft their own
plans. The final report of the Ad Hoc Committee will be available to any-
one interested in joining the fight against the current flood of child sexual
abuse cases, regardless of the identity of the abusers. The bishops will no
longer feel they are the only ones expected to take action.

2. Unlike the 1987 text, our recommendations are addressed to a much wider
audience, including those at the crossroads of the Canadian Church and of
Canadian society:

–  Catholic men and women of Canada
–  diocesan bishops
–  those responsible for priestly formation
–  those responsible for clergy
–  the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops.

3. In addition, a number of our recommendations are specifically intended to
break through the wall of silence that has been and continues to be a key
factor in allowing abusers to persist for years in their intolerable behaviour
towards children. (In particular, see Recommendations #1, 2, 3, 9, 12, 32
and 38.)

4. Among other recommendations which go beyond what was dealt with in
the past, we underline the following:

• Recommendation # 6 asks that the bishop’s delegate receive special
training commensurate with his or her responsibilities.

• Recommendation # 8, as complemented by Appendix 2, suggests that a
“current basic protocol regarding situations of sexual abuse” be pre-
pared and updated; we think that this measure responds to one of the
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major problems encountered by those dioceses ill-prepared to react
appropriately to an unexpected situation. 

• Recommendation # 11 proposes the formation of an advocacy committee
for the victims, as distinct from an advisory committee (see also
Recommendation # 7).

5. There is no denying that the problem of abuse has increasingly become a
focus of concern over the past five years. The Rix ROGERS report and the
publications of the National Clearinghouse on Family Violence have done
much to heighten public awareness of this issue. The special adviser to
Canada’s Minister of National Health and Welfare alludes to this fact. “On
a more personal level, I am troubled that, despite thirty years of work in a
major child-serving organization, I was not more aware of child sexual abuse
as I entered the assignment two years ago [i.e., 1988]. How could it be that
such a serious problem has escaped my attention?” (Rix ROGERS, p. 12).
Thanks to media reports, as well as research and literature aimed at raising
awareness on the subject of sexual abuse, we are certain that our recommen-
dations will not go unheard.

6. Lastly, in addition to the fifty recommendations we have formulated, we
have great hopes for the group discussion document recently published
under the title Breach of Trust/Breach of Faith. This gives Canadians a discus-
sion materials on the subject of sexual abuse, which should encourage dia-
logue on a topic that, not so long ago, was taboo.

Group discussion of this issue, however, must take into account what has
happened in Canadian society over the past thirty years. We have clearly wit-
nessed a dramatic and ugly upsurge in pornography. It will be difficult for a
civilization that indulges in depictions of violence, turns the female body into
an object, and trivializes sexuality, to rediscover the reasons for respecting the
privacy of children, including their sexual identity. Much remains to be done
to turn around the values of our civilization, given the many opposing social
and cultural hurdles which are buttressed by such powerful technical means
as videos. Our guidelines, as well as our educational venture, must be set
within a broader strategy that is not afraid to challenge certain contemporary
trends with Christ’s message of respect for each human person.
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B. Pastoral Care to Victims and Their Families

The type of pastoral care the Church should offer to children who are victims
of sexual abuse and to adults who were sexually abused in their childhood will
appear in the fourth preliminary observation. It is one of the basic principles
underlying our analysis: namely, “giving priority to the protection of children
and more vulnerable adults” (see Part VII, Recommendations: Preliminary
observations).

We believe that this touches on an essential part of the Church’s mission:
compassion for the victims of injustice. This is true especially when the injus-
tice is perpetrated by a member of the Church’s personnel. The direct and per-
sonal responsibility of the abuser for the deed should not prevent the ecclesias-
tical community from showing kindness and compassion to innocent victims.
Too often in the past, the uneasiness felt by Catholics in such circumstances
prevented them from responding adequately to victims. Consequently, the vic-
tims and their families once more felt rejected. The word “ revictimization” has
been used to denote this second ordeal. 

Over the last two years, through our work groups, we have come to know the
feelings of anger, shame and violence expressed by victims of abuse. These feel-
ings ran particularly high against the administrative structures of the Church in
cases where the abuser was a member of the clergy or a male religious. Victims
denounced the system for its attitude, accusing it of being more interested in
limiting damage to the Church’s image than in dealing with the serious violence
that had been inflicted on the victims.

On occasion, the language directed against the ecclesiastical authorities was
quite strong, and some people felt that these authorities did no more than react
defensively to revelations of abuse. Beyond such language, however, an ardent
hope could also be perceived: a hope that the Church would eventually find
the courage and the will to reshape its attitudes and behaviour into a firm com-
mitment to undertake pastoral action primarily directed towards the needs of
the innocent victims of sexual abuse.

We are convinced that pastoral care for the victims of sexual abuse consists
above all in compassion, justice and healing of a grave injury inflicted upon those
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powerless to protect or defend themselves. Moreover, this pastoral concern is
rooted in one of the most important commandments Jesus gave to his disciples: to
care for the development of children in the candour, confidence, innocence and
sanctity of their youth (see Matthew 18:2-5; Matthew 19:14; Mark 9:36-37; Mark
10:13-15; Luke 9:48; Luke 18:16-17). This commandment reflects the central
message of the entire history of the Old Testament: the God of Abraham and of
his descendants resolutely took the side of the weaker against the stronger who
surrounded them, and came to the side of the poor against the powerful.

To be adequate, pastoral care for victims of abuse should have a twofold
focus. First, pastoral care must aim to heal the wound caused by the abuse the
child has suffered, employing great tact, discretion and understanding. The
wound inflicted by sexual abuse cuts much deeper than a physical wound, as
visible and as severely handicapping as such a wound might be. The wound
caused by abuse is invisible and often rendered almost inaccessible through an
unholy alliance whereby victims are convinced they must protect the abuser by
their silence. Wounds such as these damage children to the very core of their
being and their fundamental self-identity.

When the abuse is repeated over a long period of time or when the child is
particularly vulnerable, the consequences of a wound inflicted in childhood
may continue to trouble the person even into adulthood. The diocesan Church
should, if necessary, contribute to the cost of the sometimes prolonged therapy
required to heal the wound suffered by a child or by an adult when a child. The
Church should also ensure that the offender contribute to the payment of the
expenses incurred, even if only symbolically.

A second focus needed in pastoral care may be less evident at first glance. It
involves restoring the confidence lost in an institution which, through the mis-
deeds of one of its ministers, betrayed this confidence. Children should be able
to rely instinctively and implicitly on the good care of their parents. They come
to learn, through repeated testing on their part, that their mother and father are
always there, ready to meet their primary needs. As they pass from early child-
hood, the parents teach them that they can extend this act of implicit trust to
other special individuals and that the capacity to care about the welfare of chil-
dren can be found in other people, adults they meet on a regular basis, including
members of the extended family, daycare workers, teachers and priests.
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For children sexually abused by a priest or a religious, this entire system of
protection and confidence is destroyed. The children feel that the basis on
which they have built relationships with a small group of special people has
collapsed beneath them. The damage done extends well beyond a deep psycho-
logical wound; it causes radical soul-searching about the meaning of life and
the pertinence of all that has been taught about God and religion. This sort of
spiritual crisis goes so far as to render impossible, at least temporarily, the
capacity to forgive (see Appendix 8).

Therapy to heal this second wound is often long and difficult. Some have
argued that this second wound is akin to that produced when a natural father
abuses his own son or daughter. Confidence can never be restored simply
through words. A lasting change in behaviour and attitude is required. A new
type of relationship must be built between the child (or the adult still suffering
from the consequences of childhood abuse), and the representatives of the
Church which betrayed that confidence. The transformation needed for the
Church to gradually restore the confidence it has lost in the eyes of sexual abuse
victims will be discussed later. For the time being, let us say these transforma-
tions will involve a humble admission of the facts, the implementation of effec-
tive preventive measures, greater solidarity between priests and lay persons,
greater support on the part of teams of priests, and a commitment by ecclesiasti-
cal authorities to cooperate in addressing the wrong. This perspective is reflected
more precisely in a number of the recommendations found in Part VII.

The establishment of an advisory committee, either diocesan or interdioce-
san, “to whom [...] is referred any issue of sexual abuse or any allegation of sexu-
al abuse” (Recommendation # 7), is specifically intended to provide bishops
with a support team able to assist them in carrying out their obligations to vic-
tims. This multidisciplinary team should include at least several persons who
already have professional expertise in the area.

A committee for the victims (see Recommendation # 11) should also be
formed with the specific task of providing “individualized support” to each
minor who is the alleged victim of sexual abuse by a priest. The different tasks
assigned to this committee clearly indicate the attention which a pastoral
response must give to the particular consequences of acts of sexual abuse com-
mitted by priests or male religious.
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In the same spirit of concern for the victims and of real commitment to pre-
venting child sexual abuse, we recommend that the bishops “communicate to
priests and the religious personnel concerned the duly approved text of the
diocesan protocol” (Recommendation # 9). This protocol must explicitly note
each citizen’s obligation of reporting all cases of sexual misconduct, regardless of
the perpetrator. Respecting civil legislation on reporting is a key element in the
prevention of further abuse.

Concern for victims is also reflected in the receptiveness advocated in
Recommendation # 10: To “provide a sympathetic and attentive hearing with-
in the Church to each victim of sexual abuse committed by a priest or a reli-
gious.” This attitude will obviously need to be shown in concrete fashion by
responsible individuals and by mechanisms set up to respond to the varying
needs and situations.

In addition to this receptiveness, we suggest that the bishops “provide vic-
tims, after sentence has been pronounced against a priest for sexual abuse, the
services of qualified resource persons who can provide the pastoral support
wanted, counselling and, if necessary, therapy” (Recommendation # 12).

We believe these specific recommendations express the concern for justice
which the Church should show victims and survivors of sexual abuse commit-
ted by priests. These should be uppermost in our thinking and in our pastoral
practice.

C. Pastoral Care and Future of Priest Offenders

We were aware of the very difficult task which the third part of our mandate
entailed: How to deal within the Church with priests who had been found guilty
of sexually abusing children? Should there be any possibility of returning to active
ministry after a criminal sentence and a prison term? If so, under what conditions?

We chose to approach the problem of child sexual abuse by priests from
three specific angles: pastoral, legal and clinical. At the outset, we lamented the
lack of compiled scientific research specifically concerning the target group of
sexually deviant priests. As a result, little or no systematic data was found on
the following points: 
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– the proportional representation of priests among all adult male abusers, 
– the sexual orientation of priest abusers, the number of victims, patterns

of abuse,
– the incidence of drugs or alcohol,
– the possibilities of rehabilitation, and the long-term prospects. 

Recommendation # 50 recognizes this shortcoming and invites the
Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops to call for “immediate and continu-
ing research in the social sciences regarding the complex reality of human sexu-
ality (both homosexual and heterosexual orientations), the sexuality of celi-
bates, as well as the issues linked to the deviant expressions of sexuality”. 

Some specialized studies do exist and offer valuable data backed up by limit-
ed but controlled experiments. Our recommendations are based on this clinical
experience.

Child sexual abuse by priests or male religious must certainly be seen within
the larger context of an entire society where people experience difficulty in
coming to live in harmony with their sexuality. The Church, however, must
not use this fact as a pretext for shirking its responsibility in this area or for
avoiding its duty to deal frankly and humbly with the problem of some of its
ministers being involved in such abuse. This presents a major challenge for the
Church to re-examine its traditional attitudes towards both sexuality and rela-
tionships of power. In addition, professional clinical experience involving
priests accused of sexual abuse reveals clear shortcomings in their formation in
how to relate interpersonally, control their sexual urges, integrate their person-
alities and live as celibates.

In dealing with the problem posed by the return of a priest to his pastoral
ministry after being convicted on charges of sexual abuse and incarcerated for a
more or less lengthy sentence, we had to confront very clear-cut and divergent
opinions. Some people refuse even to consider the possibility. Others insist
with equal vigour that human beings have immense potential for radical con-
version. With the assistance of experienced clinicians, we were able to formu-
late a recommendation which, in our view, avoids the exaggerations of a some-
what dogmatic position on the matter, and at the same time accounts for a
variety of experiences that have been thoroughly scrutinized by the experts.
Recommendation # 20 suggests that bishops:
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Decide, in consultation with the treatment centre, about the possible
return to active ministry of a priest who, having been convicted of child
sexual abuse, having served his sentence, or having received a suspended
sentence, asks to resume his ministry. Such a decision must give the protec-
tion of children first priority and, correspondingly, evaluate the potential
risk constituted by the priest’s eventual return to the ministry. Appendix 9
outlines the services available from treatment centres in such cases.

The bishop should neither promote re-entry of priests at all costs, nor refuse re-
entry of priests under any circumstances. The bishop or the religious superior
should make the decision in consultation with the treatment centre. The following
points should be kept in mind:

• a complete and reliable diagnosis and prognosis has to be available;
• the priest would have to accept or at least recognize the problem exists;
• there would need to be adequate probation time between the period of incarcer-

ation and eventual acceptance of re-entry;
• the priest would have to agree to maintain a relatively low profile in the commu-

nity;
• an effective system of monitoring would have to be available;
• other mechanisms such as support groups and aftercare programs would need

to be available in the diocese which can and will provide continuing support and
guidance to the priest;

• an assurance that any ministerial assignment would avoid bringing the priest into
contact with potential victims (namely, individuals or groups with similar charac-
teristics to previous victims, or with persons who themselves had been previous
victims of sexual abuse);

• in each individual case, the relationship between the occurrence of the offence
and the existence of a personal crisis or risk factors would have to be assessed.
(It should be emphasized that not all sex offenders have the same motivations or
behaviour patterns.)

Prudential judgements are necessarily difficult, since risks can occur outside
the identifiable ministerial context.

We realize that our solution is neither as appealing nor as easy to apply as
the extreme positions for or against re-entry. However, we think that it has the
merit of being true to the problem in all its complexity, and accepts the arduous
moral discernment that must be applied to the questions of life.

Despite the extremely strong negative reactions aroused in the public
because of child sexual abuse by priests or male religious, one must strive to
maintain an attitude of charity towards those accused and even towards those
found guilty. Our legitimate desire to protect children to the utmost must not
lead us to be unjust towards the adults who inflicted such serious wrongs upon
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them nor to decide summarily that such individuals must bear the scarlet mark
of shame for the rest of their lives.

Before considering the return to ministry of a priest found guilty of sexually
abusing one or more children, a certain number of specific conditions must be
duly verified by an accredited professional therapeutic centre. Furthermore, a
request such as this can be accepted only when a number of other strict condi-
tions are met, as seen in the major recommendation just quoted.

This central recommendation regarding the future of delinquent priests is
complemented by a number of others. It is recommended that the accused
priest be placed on administrative leave with pay from the time there are
reasonable and probable grounds to believe an allegation of sexual abuse
until completion of the investigative or judicial process (see Recommenda-
tion # 41); and that during the period of incarceration, both those responsi-
ble for the diocese and fellow priests be asked to visit the priest periodically,
“offering him all the moral support needed, and never forgetting that he is
a fellow human being, a child of God in need of compassion”
(Recommendation # 42).

Furthermore, the possible re-entry itself is accompanied by a number of
important precautions: the enlightened opinion of the presbyterium (see
Recommendation # 21); the possibility of instituting a re-entry committee
(see Recommendation # 22); clear information given to the community in
which re-entry is to take place (see Recommendation # 43). We obviously dis-
approve of a practice which may have happened in the past, namely that a
priest who had committed child sexual abuse was accepted in another diocese
without any information about this being given to the bishop of the receiving
diocese and, a fortiori, to the receiving parish.

To conclude, we will mention two analogous but slightly different cases. It
may happen that a priest committed acts of child sexual abuse in the recent
or distant past but that the parents involved declined to initiate legal pro-
ceedings against him under criminal law. When informed of such a case, and
in the absence of a reporting obligation (because the young person concerned
is now over sixteen or eighteen, depending on the province or territory in
which he or she now resides), the bishop should conduct an ecclesiastical
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investigation, insist that the priest acknowledge the facts of the case, possibly
recommend treatment, and, if necessary, temporarily suspend him from his
pastoral duties. 

Similar action may be necessary when a priest is acquitted in criminal court
as a result of insufficient evidence, but serious doubts remain about his moral
responsibility and about the likelihood and probable nature of the alleged acts.
Prudence and the obligation to protect potential victims should guide the bish-
op in making decisions concerning the future of such priests and the type of
ministry with which they might be entrusted. The points listed in
Recommendation # 20 could be used with the adaptations deemed necessary.

On the basis of the cases known to us, we believe that actual instances of re-
entry will, in all likelihood, be infrequent. Nonetheless, the attitude and basic
message of Jesus challenges us. He came that we may have life and have it in
abundance (see John 10:10), and he said he did not wish death for sinners, but
rather their conversion: “I did not come to call the virtuous, but sinners”
(Matthew 9:13).

D. Selection and Formation of Candidates to the Priesthood

At our second meeting on August 2, 1990, we decided to combine the fourth
and fifth aspects of the original mandate assigned to us and to add a new issue:
the selection and training of candidates to the priesthood. We decided to form
a fourth working group to study this issue, in order to benefit from the expertise
of specialists in this area. [The fifth aspect, on long-term prevention and com-
munity involvement, originally numbers four and five of our mandate, is dis-
cussed in Section E.]

Why did we decide to create a work group specifically for a question which
was not explicit within our mandate? In our view, the imperative nature of
early prevention of sexual abuse by priests or religious has to be embedded in
the very process of selecting and forming candidates for the priesthood. From
the earliest moment in formation, attention must be paid to the strengths and
weaknesses of the candidates, and taken into consideration in an individualized
program based on an integral human formation process, as described in
Appendix 5.
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The formation of candidates to the priesthood in the Catholic Church is a
long and complex process which includes various dimensions: theological,
spiritual, communal and pastoral formation within a framework which usually
requires three or four years of study and one or two years of pastoral experi-
ence. We could not possibly review the specific content of all that is treated in
the biblical, theological and pastoral formation of future priests. Instead, we
focused specifically on the personal capacity of the candidate to integrate his
knowledge and abilities, and on ways of enhancing the capacity a person has
for actual personal conversion, as opposed to his potential for merely accumu-
lating knowledge. The potential for profound integration must be already pre-
sent even before the candidate comes to the seminary. The implications of
this are seen in Recommendation # 24 which suggests that those responsible
for priestly formation:

Advocate, in the groups which journey with priesthood candidates in order to
discern their vocation, that the candidates be accompanied by a spiritual
guide who can also serve as mentor (for example, an adviser who is a wise
and experienced counsellor, and  whose life work is proven and inspiring).

This accompaniment, even for a candidate journeying outside such a group, helps
the candidate to come to know Jesus Christ better and develop a significant rela-
tionship with him. In the case of an aspiring candidate who has recently under-
gone a conversion experience, discernment of his vocation over several year is
advised.

Admission criteria should also be based on the personal strengths of the
individual and on the integration of his life experience in terms of transforming
his own self rather than in terms of acquiring new knowledge. The last sen-
tence of Recommendation # 25 clarifies this point: “Special attention will be
paid to the harmony or disharmony which exists between the candidate’s
chronological age and his life-style.”

We do not wish to suggest that the formation of future priests has until now
been inadequate. Nonetheless, we think that improvements are possible and
desirable, and, with the assistance of the specialists we consulted, we suggest a
number of main objectives for an integral human formation of future priests:

• “Implement a selection process for candidates which focuses more on
the candidate’s personal fundamental strengths, rather than on factors
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of vulnerability, without however disregarding the latter”
(Recommendation # 26).

• “Personalize” the whole process of the candidate’s formation, paying
special attention to each candidate’s personal strengths, history, age,
the progress of his achievements, and his development towards matu-
rity” (Recommendation # 27).

• “Pay particular attention to the candidate’s progress in the following
areas: his assumption of commitments and becoming truly responsible
for his own personal development; concern for others; his life-style
and the attainment of a certain financial independence; the adequate
satisfaction of his basic needs and the presence of a healthy balance in
life; his emotional stability” (Recommendation # 28).

• “Examine with the candidate his own insight into himself, and identi-
fy the strengths and weaknesses of his key life experiences”
(Recommendation # 29).

These four emphases are different avenues leading to the integral human for-
mation described in Recommendation # 30 and Appendix 5. They set a goal as
well as a strategy, without, however, implying that we think we have discovered
new or infallible means of formation. Some bishops and directors of seminaries
may have experimented successfully with slightly different means of reaching
the same objective of autonomy, integration, increasing maturity, acceptance of
responsibility, and personal insight into oneself. Some would rather in this type
of educational process bring together small groups of candidates belonging on
the same level. The goal remains the same: a genuine sense of responsibility in
the young man undergoing training, that is, fostering his ability to look for the
good of others and not for his own immediate gratification (involving children
or adolescents).

The reason for insisting on personal integration is that, in our view, the
sexual abuse of a child by a priest, especially if repeated on one or more 
victims, is possible only in the individual who undergoes dissociation and
whose existence is compartmentalized among pastoral duties, theoretical
knowledge, and behaviour. Insight into oneself, true maturity, and a deep spiri-
tual life grounded on the person of Christ do not co-exist with the kind of per-
sonality-splitting typical of the actions of a priest who abuses children sexually.
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Even though we do not intend to enter into the many means that could be used
to improve priestly formation, we wish at this point to include two recommenda-
tions related to this topic. First, there is a need for the best possible consultation
between the various resource persons who assume specific responsibilities in the for-
mation of candidates, and we underscore the need of involving women in the
process of formation (see Recommendation # 31). Secondly, the explicit mention
of a factor which, up to now, may have been omitted from the various topics of the
curriculum: We ask seminaries to “foresee, within the formation process of semi-
narians, the presentation of up-to-date statistics on the present-day phenomenon
of family violence; noting especially the frequency of child sexual abuse, and paying
special attention to child sexual abuse by priests (i.e., its incidence, the psychologi-
cal profile of offenders, the factors of risk, pastoral care of victims, etc.)”
(Recommendation # 32).

At this point, we wish to turn to recommendations pertaining to the life of
priests already engaged in ministry. Even though these extend beyond the for-
mation stage of candidates for the priesthood, they relate directly to the same
concern of preventing cases of abuse. Our first concern was for priests in their
early years of ministry, according to Recommendation  # 34: to “appoint, in con-
sultation with the diocesan bishop, an experienced priest to be available to
newly ordained priests who can act as a mentor for them, to assist them in the
transition from the seminary life to the many forms of pastoral experience in the
local Church community.” In addition, provisions have been made for sustain-
ing the spiritual direction of newly ordained priests (see Recommendation # 35)
and setting personal and ministerial goals at the time of their first assignments
(see Recommendation # 36).

A second aspect of prevention concerns priests after the first years of their
apostolic work. This requires making provision for the periodic up-dating and
the life-long on-going formation of the clergy (see Recommendations # 37
and 38) and individual support to priests experiencing a major personal or
pastoral crisis (see Recommendation # 39). In preparing these recommenda-
tions, we strove to go beyond wishful thinking and commendable, but often
fruitless, resolutions. We want to be quite specific about the preventive
action we advocate.
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E. Church Joint Affirmative Activities against Sexual Abuse

Consolidating aspects 4 and 5 of the original mandate produced a broad
objective, encompassing both an educational strategy and the special dynam-
ics of ecclesial community life. The Permanent Council had described the
latter aspect of the mandate as follows: “to suggest guidelines/policies for
diocesan self-awareness (“auto-critique”) and prevention strategies and mech-
anisms which foster and facilitate a fuller human support system for all priests
and indeed for all parishioners” (For Your Information, #1423 [05.12.89]).
Although it might not be immediately evident, the internal dynamics of
ecclesial communities can be very relevant to cases of child sexual abuse by
priests or religious.

As the supporting statements contained in the Winter Commission report
indicate, we are becoming increasingly aware that the sexual abuse of a child by
an adult represents, if not physical violence, at the least the assertion of power
by an adult over a child to make him or her the adult’s “object” or “possession”.
This is clear in cases where a father sexually abuses his own son or daughter,
and it is also true when the abuser is a summer-camp counsellor, a teacher, a
guardian or a parish priest. Parental authority or delegated parental authority is
perverted into a relationship of power and domination rather than an expres-
sion of service and availability.

The members of the Winter Commission saw the same link between a
model of Church life and the imposition of this style on relations between its
ministers and members of the People of God. In their words, “the relationship
that was established between offender and victim involved an abuse of power
and betrayal of trust in which the victim was unable to give informed consent
for participating in the sexual acts” (WINTER Report, Vol. I, p. 30).

Relatively recently in our history, Catholic priests in Canada could, on
account of their ministry and their status as priests, exercise considerable
authority over the day-to-day lives of their communities. This excessive power,
unchecked by any kind of social control, placed certain individuals beyond the
reach of legitimate questioning and made it possible to prevent detection. The
fact that priests were placed on a pedestal was actually a kind of trap. This con-
tributed to their becoming more and more isolated from the people they served
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and not developing healthy relationships built on simple friendship – some-
thing essential to a balanced humanity.

We agreed that important changes have taken place in the Catholic
Church over the past thirty years. The Second Vatican Council, in the
Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, emphasized that the two complemen-
tary dimensions of communion and the institutional hierarchy were both nec-
essary for an adequate understanding of the mystery of the Church. Numerous
conciliar texts have emphasized the fact that, according to Jesus’ own teach-
ings, the authority granted to officials at various levels of the hierarchy of the
Church must be lived as a form of service, not power: 

“You know that among the pagans the rulers lord it over them, and their
great men make their authority felt. This is not to happen among you. No,
anyone who wants to be great among you must be your servant, and anyone
who wants to be first among you must be your slave, just as the Son of Man
came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many”
(Matthew20: 25-28).

We are aware that steps have been taken in all corners of the country to
develop a more communal Church, and to ensure that the authority of hierar-
chical officials is understood and exercised as a form of service rather than
power. The wording of Recommendation # 46 acknowledges the changes and
transformations that have occurred.

We believe, however, that much remains to be done before our Christian
communities begin to resemble what Jesus envisioned for them. We feel that
this conversion, besides corresponding to a desire clearly expressed by Jesus,
will have a positive impact on many aspects of life in the Church. We believe
in particular that an attitude of humility and service will make parochial and
diocesan communities more unified, more responsive, more able to deal with
the crises that assail them, and more concerned with building a dynamic model
of parochial life that can become a valuable source of support for the priests
serving that community (see Recommendation # 5).

We dealt with the question of an educational strategy for the prevention of
sexual abuse by creating a special team to prepare and pilot a collection of dis-
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cussion materials for the general public. It can be used as a tool for raising
awareness and promoting education on all aspects of child sexual abuse. 

The special team completed its assigned task in March, 1992, with the pub-
lication of discussion materials in English and French on sexual abuse. This
publication contains additional documentation on the most recent information
on the issue, as well as material for discussion groups, and recommends a series
of five meetings on the following themes: Sexual Abuse of Children in our
Church; the Dynamics of Child Sexual Abuse; Factors in Society and Church
That May Contribute to Child Sexual Abuse; Personal and Community
Responsibility in Child Sexual Abuse; and Preventing Child Sexual Abuse.
The booklet is available from the Publications Service of the CCCB, under the
title Breach of Trust /Breach of Faith: Child Sexual Abuse in the Church and
Society: Material for Discussion Groups. (The French title is: Comme une brisure
... Les agressions sexuelles contre les enfants dans l’Église et dans la société.)

We believe the publication and wide distribution of these discussion
materials has engaged our Church in a movement of hope, and there has
been positive response to the booklet. In trying to shatter the conspiracy of
silence that was a major factor in the repeated incidence of abuse in the
past, we call upon all Catholics to make a commitment to react vigourously
against all forms of sexual abuse, including that perpetrated by ministers of
the Church.

We feel that the most appropriate way for the Church to address the
wrongs committed by some of its ministers against children is to cooperate
closely with the child sexual abuse programs already begun by Health and
Welfare Canada: “That the federal and provincial/territorial governments
continue to support community-based primary prevention, public aware-
ness programs so that all sectors of society are encouraged to participate in
the prevention of child sexual abuse” (Rix ROGERS Report,
Recommendation # 17).
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SUMMARY: WHERE DOES THE CHURCH STAND?
At the beginning of the sixth part of our report, we expressed the firm conviction
that the concerted effort of many people will be needed to stem the tide of sexual
abuse against children. To conclude this section, let us state where the Catholic
Church should stand in the context of this plan for action.

• On the side of openness and truth

We would like to see our Church guided by a spirit of openness and truth
when responding to allegations of child sexual abuse by a priest or a reli-
gious. We want our Church to cooperate fully with child-protection agen-
cies and the judiciary, not claiming preferential treatment for one of its min-
isters when suspected or formally accused in such cases.

• On the side of extensive cooperation by Catholics

In our minds, our Church would be socially irresponsible if it participated in
the fight against child sexual abuse only when one of its ministers is impli-
cated. We know that such cases represent only a small proportion of the
total number of cases in our country.

We would like to see our Church, inspired equally by belief in the
cause itself and by a sense of responsibility, actively encourage all
Catholics to co-operate fully with Health and Welfare Canada in its
efforts to curb family violence and, in particular, child sexual abuse. Our
Church should call its members to unite with those who condemn such
forms of aggression.

• On the side of transforming persons and institutions

We would like to see our Church face, with clarity and courage, the deci-
sions that must be taken in light of the failure that child abuse represents for
society and the Church itself. Indeed, it is simply intolerable that a society
should degenerate to the extent of closing its eyes to the injustices which are
destroying the foundations on which children build their identity.

These decisions will call for change in the attitudes of those who are
wholeheartedly to defend children and other vulnerable people in society.
They also call for change in institutions themselves, both those in civil
society and those within the Church.
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Child sexual abuse flourishes in a society that is based on competition
and power and which is undermined by sexual exploitation and violence
against women. Contemporary society has shown itself quick to reject tradi-
tional values, to be unable to offer new ones, and to be unfair to women and
children. The challenge to transform society becomes enormous when we
begin to realize the terrible social cost when child abuse is tolerated.

Another contributing factor to child sexual abuse is a Church that too
readily shelters its ministers from having to account for their conduct; that is
often tempted to settle moral problems behind a veil of secrecy which only
encourages their growth; that has not yet fully developed a process of inter-
nal reform in which the values of familial communion would predominate.
Challenges for personal conversion and institutional change are far from
lacking. We would like to see our Church take firm steps which would leave
no doubt as to its genuine desire to eradicate the phenomenon of child 
sexual abuse.

Such is our understanding of the findings which flow from our mandate.
We will let our readers study the recommendations we have made and
decide for themselves whether or not we have been true to it.
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VII – RECOMMENDATIONS

Preliminary observations

1) Most of the following recommendations concern the sexual abuse of children
by priests. Those for whom these recommendations are intended will easily
make the adaptations needed for cases that have some similarities but remain
different – for example, sexual abuse by deacons or male religious; abuse com-
mitted by lay personnel of the Catholic Church; or the sexual abuse of adults.

2) The recommendations made to Church authorities call for the maximum
reconciliation of the following three principles:

– justice towards all who are implicated

– diligence

– respect for civil authorities and their proper jurisdiction in these matters.

3) The following recommendations try to reconcile two attitudes essential for an
adequate Church response: compassion and responsibility.

Compassion towards the victims of abuse will be demonstrated by show-
ing that the Church does care and will do everything possible to respond to
the situation. The same compassion should also affect the response of the
Church to those who are accused. The Church must manifest the compas-
sion of Christ.

Responsibility calls for getting to the truth of a difficult situation, while
firmly maintaining the principle that a person is innocent until proven
guilty. It also calls for a search for appropriate remedies, various forms of
response and, eventually, reconciliation through the actions of an authorized
representative of the Church.

Both compassion and responsibility are facets of the Church’s love. How
the Church responds will be a determining factor in eliciting positive cooper-
ation on the part of all those involved in this painful situation.
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4) A certain number of guiding principles underlie the recommendations we are
making and indicate the spirit in which we have laboured. These guiding
principles include:

– giving priority to the protection of children and vulnerable adults;

– taking allegations of sexual misconduct seriously, independently of esteem
for and the reputation of the accused;

– presuming an accused person’s innocence until proven otherwise;
This presumption of innocence should not, however, disregard a healthy need for
prudence. Necessary measures must be taken in order to avoid all risk of future
abuse.

– respecting both the civil and canonical legislation which is applicable in
these cases, while avoiding any undue interference;

– respecting the rights of all persons implicated in allegations of sexual mis-
conduct and in the proceedings following an allegation;

– carefully avoiding any word or gesture that risks dissuading someone from
carrying out his or her duty of reporting a case of child sexual abuse.

5) Despite the technical, clinical or juridical character of many of the recom-
mendations made in this report, those to whom these are addressed are
invited to implement them thoughtfully and humanely. To do otherwise
would risk injustice.
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A. Recommendations to the Catholics of Canada

We recommend that our Catholic brothers and sisters of Canada:

1. Move beyond the fear and shame they experience when confronted with
cases of child sexual abuse perpetrated by adults (even when these are priests
or religious whom they esteem and admire), and so become free to search out
the truth about this socially tragic issue. By so doing, Catholics will be able to
break silence and become actively involved in addressing and eradicating this
social affliction of which we are becoming more and more aware.

We suggest that Catholics who have become aware about questions concerning
the prevention of sexual abuse take the initiative in promoting a frank dialogue
within the Christian community.

2. Become involved, in a spirit of generosity, determination and hope, in the
whole process of healing the sometimes serious and long-lasting after-
effects that mark those who have been victims of child sexual abuse, and
those near to them who are also often profoundly affected.

Such involvement is rooted in a strong trust in divine grace. It will demand that
many people acquire new skills and abilities.

3. Support those who, with great difficulty, struggle to allow a painful truth to
be heard, despite the conspiracy of silence which develops so readily as a way
of self-protection against the fear of scandal.

The Committee suggests that Catholics take advantage of the mechanisms put in
place by the institutional Church for responding fairly and openly to all instances of
child sexual abuse alleged to have been committed by priests or religious. The
Committee also invites Catholics not to trivialize or minimize the seriousness of
child sexual abuse by priests or religious.

4. Become informed about the requirements of provincial and territorial
reporting laws on child sexual abuse (see Recommendation # 6 and
Appendix 2), and become involved in information, education and prevention
programs on child sexual abuse.

5. Support, sustain and encourage in their mission and daily lives the thou-
sands of Canadian priests who, living their ministerial vocation in dignity
and honesty, are unjustly smeared by the misconduct of a small minority of
their colleagues.

Finding the adequate means by which Catholic individuals and communities can
actualize this recommendation is closely linked with the need for new models of
parish community life, as we have suggested in Part 6. There is need for consider-
able creativity in this regard.
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B. Recommendations to the Canadian Catholic Bishops

We recommend that the Catholic Bishops of Canada:

6. Appoint in their respective dioceses a priest, hereinafter called the bishop’s
delegate, for issues regarding sexual abuse or allegations of misconduct or sex-
ual abuse (c. 1717- § 1). Any allegation of sexual abuse by a priest should be
referred to this delegate (or to the deputy delegate), whether such allegations
are doubtful or appear to be founded on fact. [Here and in the remainder of
the text, “c.” refers to the number of an article or “canon” in the Code of
Canon Law.]

A bishop’s deputy delegate should also be appointed at the same time as
the delegate, who would have the same duties and functions as the bishop’s
delegate, in the latter’s absence or incapacity.

The bishop’s delegate and the deputy delegate should participate in a special
training session before taking on the delicate responsibilities entrusted to them.
Social workers and specialists in police investigation should be involved in their
training.

It is recommended that the delegate or the deputy delegate not be the judicial
vicar of the diocese; if a process of canonical adjudication is later initiated, the
person who carried out the preliminary inquiry cannot act as judge in the judicial
process (c. 1717 - § 3).

The delegate should be empowered and directed by the bishop to act immedi-
ately (i.e., within twenty-four hours or as soon thereafter as possible), with a view
to determining in a discreet and pastoral manner whether there are reasonable
and probable grounds to believe there was child sexual abuse by a priest. If such
is the case, the delegate must ensure that any applicable child protection laws for
reporting are complied with immediately (see Appendix 2: Diocesan Protocol). The
priest under inquiry should be placed on administrative leave with pay, according
to Recommendation # 41.

7. Establish, in their respective dioceses (or group of dioceses), an Advisory
Committee of at least five persons to whom, under the authority of the
bishop’s delegate, is referred any issue of sexual abuse or any allegation of
sexual abuse.

The membership of the Advisory Committee, without being too large, should be as
diversified as possible; in addition to the delegate (as chairperson) and the deputy
delegate, it should include a canonist (who must not be the judicial vicar), a civil
lawyer, a professional person experienced in the treatment of those who have suf-
fered sexual abuse, or a professional specialized in the treatment of persons who
suffer from sexual integration disorders. The Advisory Committee’s members
should include men and women, parents, and professionals or others with experi-
ence well suited to deal with emotionally charged issues.
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Experience shows that rather than increase the size of the Advisory
Committee, it is preferable for it to invite specialists as required (for example, in
criminal law, education or communications).

8. Mandate the Advisory Committee to prepare and maintain a current basic
protocol regarding situations of sexual abuse; after being prepared and up-
dated, the protocol should of course be approved by the diocesan bishop in
order to be implemented.

Integral to this protocol should be a decision-making process which is prompt,
reasonable and fair to all those involved. The protocol should also ensure that
appropriate action is taken when facts are established or suspicions are linked
to circumstantial evidence, according to the civil and ecclesiastical laws
involved. [Appendix 2 lists elements necessary to prepare an adequate dioce-
san protocol].

There are those who favour a common protocol for a civil province; others
maintain that because of regional differences it is better to choose from a variety of
protocols. In any case, dioceses can inform one another of their experiences in
this regard.

9. Communicate to priests and the religious personnel concerned the duly
approved text of the diocesan protocol.

Priests and religious personnel thus become aware of both their responsibility
to oppose any possible instance of child sexual abuse and also their obligation
to report every allegation of sexual misconduct (even if the alleged abuser is a
colleague).

10. Provide a sympathetic and attentive hearing within the Church to each
victim of sexual abuse committed by a priest or a religious.

Victims often need to express their sufferings and conflicting feelings. Sometimes
it is better that the victims have the opportunity of addressing someone chosen
from the staff of the Church, since they had been betrayed by one of its ministers.

11. Form a Committee for the Victims, distinct from the Advisory Committee
(see Recommendation # 7) but of an equally multidisciplinary composition,
which will provide individualized support to each minor who is the alleged
victim of sexual abuse by a priest until the competent civil authorities have
concluded whether the allegations are valid. This support does not imply, at
this stage, any admission regarding the guilt of the accused.

This support will include, if necessary, arrangements for treatment and coun-
selling, as well as any other form of assistance considered necessary by the victim
or his/her representative and judged pertinent. Such support must not however
entail meetings with the child, unless proper authorization is obtained from police
or judicial authorities, in order to avoid unwarranted interference.
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12. Provide victims, after sentence has been pronounced against a priest for
sexual abuse, the services of qualified resource persons who can provide
the pastoral support wanted, counselling and, if necessary, therapy. The dio-
cese of course may refer to existing outside facilities.

It is the Committee for the Victims (see Recommendation # 11) that is involved in
this process.

13. Designate, if this has not already been done, one competent person who
will be responsible for dealing with the media and who will answer all
questions concerning sexual abuse or allegations of abuse in the diocese;
this person should not be the bishop’s delegate (see Recommendation # 6).

Designating one mandated spokesperson allows for better mutual under-
standing and collaboration with the media, and helps avoid a variety of state-
ments which could give the impression of divergent or contradictory declara-
tions (see Appendix 7).

There will be openness and trust in relations with the media when based on the
following principles:

– Acknowledging the right of the public to know what information of general
nature is available;

– Protecting the right of the accused to a fair trial;

– Safeguarding the right of the victims to maximum privacy;

– Safeguarding the right of the state to initiate legal proceedings.
The spokesperson should especially be diligent in providing information to the

parish community whose priest is under suspicion.

14. Decide, when there are allegations of child sexual abuse by a priest, on the
advisability and timing for introducing a preliminary canonical inquiry.
Canonical proceedings should not be pursued at the same time as the secu-
lar proceedings (criminal and civil). The decision should be made by the
bishop and his judicial vicar in consultation with the bishop’s delegate (see
Recommendation # 6). 

The precise canonical details about the canonical preliminary inquiry are found
in Appendix 3 of the present document. Information on both the administrative
procedure and the canonical trial is found in Appendix 4. As a point of fact, few
dioceses conduct a canonical penal process in such cases.

For the sake of clarity, in this report we group everything together that con-
cerns the preliminary canonical investigation (Appendix 3) and the adminis-
trative proceedings and the canonical penal process (Appendix 4), in case
they might be lost in the series of different recommendations addressed to the
bishops.
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15. Ensure, whether or not additional canonical procedures are undertaken, that
the canonical norms are carefully observed by the diocesan authorities. 

Because religious authorities are subject to ecclesiastical legislation, they there-
fore must be able to document their defence if charges are brought against
instances within the jurisdiction of the Holy See.

The juridical formulations used in the foregoing should not be construed as
neglecting the fact that the bishop (or the religious superior) is the primary pastoral
care-giver for the accused at a very difficult moment in life. This pastoral care
should be characterized by understanding of, and respect for, the person accused
and by a non-judgemental attitude.

16. Provide, to the extent possible, depending on prevailing laws, the maximum
confidentiality for all written documents related to allegations of sexual abuse
by a priest. The documents should be recorded as having been prepared for
the benefit and assistance of the diocesan counsel. 

This rule of confidentiality should also be applied, as much as possible and with
due respect for the existing canonical or civil laws and regulations, for the benefit
of the victims and their parents. 

Legal experts might remark on the many precautions taken in the wording of
this recommendation: “to the extent possible”, “depending on prevailing laws”, “the
maximum confidentiality”; “as much as possible and with due respect for the exist-
ing canonical or civil laws and regulations”. The authors of this recommendation
are very aware of the difficulties concerning privileged confidentiality: each case is
special (the reader is referred to Appendix 6).

17. Identify, in each diocese, experts from many disciplines involved in the
serious study of issues connected with sexual abuse, in order to approach
the whole problem from a multidisciplinary perspective (in its legal, psycho-
logical, sociological, spiritual, moral and pedagogical dimensions). This will
make it easier to propose a form of therapy which takes into account the var-
ied aspects of this complex problem.

There is one pre-requisite before a priest implicated in child sexual abuse can begin
specialized treatment: he must have begun to re-examine his own emotional, spiri-
tual and sexual life. He should be capable of recognizing that this admission of his
own limitations and failings is a sine qua non, and that it is vital for him to cooper-
ate with competent people in the field of psychiatry, counselling and spirituality who
are ready to help him. It is of paramount importance that he seek to overcome
denial and resistance to truth if he wishes to be as free as completely possible for
the rest of his life.

It would be useful to consult a recent document from the Family Violence
Prevention Division (Health and Welfare Canada), which has been produced by the
Canadian Child Welfare Association (CCWA): National Inventory of Treatment
Programs for Child Sexual Abuse Offenders (April, 1989), 125 pages.
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For the therapy required for priests implicated in child sexual abuse, the spe-
cialists can help locate an appropriate clinic, that is, with personnel specifically
trained in the treatment of sexual abuse; having access to a variety of up-to-date
tools for diagnosis; and offering different forms of treatment adapted to specific
individual needs. The contract between the diocese and the clinic should specify
that professional information acquired during the course of treatment can be
shared with the diocesan authorities.

For the therapy required by victims and their families, see Recommendations
11 and 12.

18. Verify with insurance companies the particular clauses of a contract required
so that the diocese can fulfil its obligations in regards to maximum pastoral
support to all persons concerned, as well as appropriate services for coun-
selling and therapy.

In the same context, the diocese or religious institute could establish a contin-
gency fund, where applicable, in view of covering legal, medical and psychothera-
peutic expenses. These contingent measures should consider taking into account
possible revelations of cases dating back several decades.

The priest who has been convicted should be asked to contribute as much as
possible, even if it be only in a symbolic way, towards paying the expenses
incurred because of his conduct.

19. Manifest particular pastoral care for the sufferings of the parish community
when one of its priests is accused or convicted of child sexual abuse; and
encourage the parish congregation to participate in the recovery process by
offering assistance and understanding to those affected.

Among those affected by the accusation or sentencing of a priest for child sexual
abuse, we must not forget his brother priests, whether in the same parish or
neighbouring parishes. They feel through association the negative impressions cir-
culating on the priestly ministry.

20. Decide, in consultation with the treatment centre, about the possible return
to active ministry of a priest who, having been convicted of child sexual
abuse and having served his sentence or having received a suspended sen-
tence, asks to resume his ministry. Such a decision must give the protection of
children first priority and, correspondingly, evaluate the potential risk consti-
tuted by the priest’s eventual return to the ministry. Appendix 9 outlines the
services available from treatment centres in such cases.

The bishop should neither promote re-entry of priests at all costs, nor refuse re-
entry of priests under any circumstances. The bishop or the religious superior
should make the decision in consultation with the treatment centre. The following
points should be kept in mind:
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• a complete and reliable diagnosis and prognosis has to be available;
• the priest would have to accept or at least recognize the problem exists;
• there would need to be adequate probation time between the period of incar-

ceration and eventual acceptance for re-entry;
• the priest would have to agree to maintain a relatively low profile in the

community;
• an effective system of monitoring has to be available;
• other mechanisms such as support groups and after-care programs need to be

available in the diocese which can and will provide continuing support and
guidance to the priest;

• an assurance that any ministerial assignment would avoid bringing the priest
into contact with potential victims (e.g., individuals or groups with 
characteristics similar to the previous victims, or persons who had previously
been victims of sexual abuse);

• in each individual case, the relationship between the occurrence of the offence
and the existence of a personal crisis or risk factors would have to be
assessed. (It should be emphasized that not all sex offenders have the same
motivations or behaviour patterns.)
Prudential judgements are necessarily difficult, since risks can occur outside

the identifiable ministerial context.

21. Obtain the informed opinion of the diocesan presbyterium about reinte-
grating a priest into the ministry after his period of incarceration, and give this
advice full consideration.

The ways for consulting the diocesan presbyterium will be set by each diocese. In
most cases, the dioceses will establish representative groups, that is, the mem-
bers of the Priests’ Council, of a special committee (see Recommendation # 22),
or of the advisory committee to the clergy office, etc.

22. Institute in each diocese, if required, a re-entry committee to assist the
bishop in his decisions regarding reintegration. Members of this committee
should be recruited from among those who already know the facts, and from
people in neighbouring parishes or the actual parish where the priest would be
accepted for reintegration into pastoral ministry. This committee would be
under the responsibility of the bishop’s delegate or the priest responsible for
diocesan clergy, who should evaluate all the factors discussed in
Recommendation # 20, and meet with the priest who is seeking to return to
active ministry.

The personal intervention of the diocesan bishop is recommended in such circum-
stances. The priest who would be reintegrated should be prepared to meet with
the members of the parish council or with a group of parishioners to ask for their
support, understanding and prayer.
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23. Offer to priests who have completed a prison sentence for of child sexual
abuse, and who cannot meet all the established conditions for re-entry into
pastoral ministry, one of the following options:

• to remain as priests under a formal prohibition of exercising any pastoral
ministry whatsoever; in this situation, they should be independently capa-
ble of earning their living for their own sake and for the good of the
Church; 

• to retire, if they have reached the age to do so and if they are financially
able to provide for their own needs;

• to ask for their laicization voluntarily;

• to accept canonical penal proceedings which could result in their being
removed from the clerical state.
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C. Recommendations to Those Responsible for Priestly Formation

Preliminary note

Those responsible for priestly formation receive a mandate from the diocesan
bishop to prepare the future priests of a particular diocese. These persons co-
operate at different levels (for example, archdiocesan, interdiocesan, civil
province or larger pastoral region) in order to develop common policies which
then are submitted for the approval of the bishops concerned. However, it is
the diocesan bishop who commits  to those responsible the specific task of
forming his priests.

Those responsible for priestly formation will readily recognize in this report
the main emphases of a particular movement in psycho-education. This
movement has inspired the whole dynamic behind a formation plan we con-
sider especially appropriate to the contemporary world and Church. Even
though we believe this movement has already proven itself in many formation
and therapeutic settings in Canada, we do not claim that it represents the
only valid approach. We invite those responsible for priestly formation to
make the necessary adjustments in order to achieve, perhaps through different
means, the same basic objectives as envisaged by this particular movement.

The following recommendations do not pretend to be a replacement or
substitute for a complete program for the formation of future priests in its full
philosophical, theological and spiritual dimensions. Nor are these recommen-
dations intended to replace the orientation document approved by the Holy
See in 1980 to which we will subsequently return. Their purpose is rather to
indicate some of the conditions needed for the psycho-affective development
of the candidate to the priesthood in order to foster the interiorization of his
vocation, the strengthening of his commitment, and the integration of his
vocation as a priest and his pastoral work.

We recommend that those responsible for priestly formation:

24. Advocate, in the groups which journey with priesthood candidates in order to
discern their vocation, that the candidates be accompanied by a spiritual
guide who can also serve as mentor (for example, an adviser who is a wise
and experienced counsellor, and whose life work is proven and inspiring).
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This accompaniment, even for candidates journeying without such groups, helps
the candidate to come to know Jesus Christ better and develop a significant rela-
tionship with him. In the case of an aspiring candidate who has recently under-
gone a conversion experience, vocation discernment over several years is
advised. 

25. Propose and enforce criteria for a candidate’s admission to the priesthood
based on his personal fundamental strengths, as these relate to the stages of
the candidate’s human growth. Special attention should be paid to the har-
mony or disharmony which exists between the candidate’s chronological age
and his life-style.

A candidate who applies to a formation centre in his twenties is still attempting to
integrate Gospel values into his decision making. A candidate in his thirties has
already met the earlier challenges of his professional life and his community com-
mitments. He must become more autonomous in his choices and deepen his
sense of pastoral commitment. Lastly, a candidate in his forties has already
arrived at mid-life and should be capable of renouncing external expectations,
accepting solitude as part of a more intense interior life, and understanding that
celibacy has a spiritual significance and also provides greater availability in terms
of priestly ministry.

26. Implement a selection process for candidates which focuses more on the
candidate’s personal fundamental strengths, rather than on factors of vulnera-
bility, without however disregarding the latter. In the same spirit, it is recom-
mended that there be an initial meeting with the candidate and those respon-
sible for his formation even before there is psychological testing.

Most bishops ask that those responsible for formation be assisted in the formation
process by experts on the team of an accredited centre, so as to obtain a detailed
assessment of each candidate. The results of the psychological tests, recorded in
a report given to the candidate and, with his permission, forwarded to the rector of
the seminary, are an important and indispensable part of his admission file.

27. “Personalize” the whole process of the candidate’s formation, paying special
attention to each candidate’s personal strengths, history, age, the progress of
his achievements, and his development towards maturity.

The objective is life as a priest, with achievements to be realized and challenges
taken on during the course of the journey (see Appendix 5).

28. Pay particular attention to the candidate’s progress in the following areas:
his assumption of commitments; his becoming truly responsible for his own
personal development; concern for others; his life-style and the attainment of
a certain financial independence; the adequate satisfaction of his basic needs
and the presence of a healthy balance in life; his emotional stability.
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It would be helpful to refer to a document prepared through a joint effort of repre-
sentatives from seven English-language seminaries in Canada and members of
the CCCB Secretariat. Its final version was approved September 28, 1978, by all
the bishops of the English-speaking sector of the CCCB. The document was
submitted by the Conference to the Congregation for Catholic Education as a
revision of the 1971 “ratio fundamentalis” for English Canada and later pub-
lished under the title, The Program of Priestly formation, Ottawa, CCCB,
1981, 35 pages.

Those responsible for priestly formation should also be attentive to the follow-
ing factors: the candidate’s functional or dysfunctional relationship with the mem-
bers of his family, particularly with the authority figures (father and mother); his
emotional development in relationships with women and men; as well as the
special case of an only child, etc. This is intended to help the candidate acquire
the self-knowledge necessary for progressing in his interpersonal and community
life.

It would be advantageous for those involved in the formation process to know
the seminarian’s family background in order to better understand the origins of
certain dysfunctional relationships between a candidate and his family. This
would help a candidate overcome specific obstacles to his personal growth (for
example, an alcoholic parent, a difficult relationship with a brother or sister, a
parent’s over-authoritarian attitude, the trauma of abuse at an early age).

29. Examine with the candidate his own insight into himself, and identify the
strengths and weaknesses of his key life experiences.

A human formation counsellor, as distinct from the spiritual director, should be
appointed who will guide each candidate in his integral human formation. Some
seminaries prefer a formation process involving small groups of seminarians, but
with the same objective of the candidates obtaining better insight into them-
selves. This group work could, as needed, be complemented with an individual-
ized approach.

The human formation counsellor, with special training in the basic principles
of human development, should be clearly and unambiguously concerned with
the external (observable) behaviour of the candidate, which includes the mani-
festations of his psychosexual identity. This form of accompaniment should help
the candidate acquire and develop a greater self-awareness and to take a more
conscious possession of his integrated self.  He will be required to do this
throughout his life in order to live his commitment to celibacy. This personal
accompaniment should be recognized, by common agreement, as being in the
external forum, thus leaving the human formation counsellor free to participate in
the evaluation of the candidate and of his call to the diaconate and priesthood.

Human formation counsellors should be chosen from among men and
women who are well established in their faith and convinced of the essential
reality of the ministry of priests, and should have the necessary training to do
this important task. It would be hoped that those involved in such formation
would be able to acquire, and integrate into their own respective areas of
responsibility, a vision of integral human formation and of the role of the human
formation counsellor. 
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30. Advocate the formation of priesthood candidates within the context of
integral human development. This implies in particular:

• a clear view of the theological identity of the priest, and a global (holis-
tic) view of the human person which integrates all the dimensions of
human identity; 

• the practice of supervised reflection on their human experiences, so that
candidates might have a deeper understanding of themselves and the
capacity to make choices that are clear, free and consistent with their
vocation; 

• the development of altruistic and impartial relationships with others, in a
spirit of collaboration with lay people (men and especially women). 

For a fuller explanation of what integral human development involves,
see Appendix 5.

The concept of integral human development must be understood as a process in
which the seminarian can gradually grow in human maturity, in an atmosphere
of trust and accountability, with the help and accompaniment of the human for-
mation counsellor (or a formation group),as well as with the collaboration of
other resource persons, in particular the spiritual director. Growth in maturity
reveals itself through increased self-awareness and the deliberate integration of
the various facets of personal identity. It is linked to the age of the candidate, his
background and his understanding of life, as well as to the quality of his relation-
ships with others. Such growth is realized through a process of self-revelation of
the seminarian’s life experience (with particular attention to his accomplish-
ments). Its objective is to actualize the candidate’s strengths, from the approach
and perspective of human growth and development. 

31. Foster agreement and collaboration among the various resource people
who have special responsibilities in the formation of candidates (including
the academic, spiritual, human, pastoral, artistic, missionary, and community
dimensions). 

It is important to emphasize how necessary it is that women be among those who
collaborate in the formation of candidates for the priesthood. The involvement of
women is considered essential at all stages and in every aspect of the formation
(including teaching, counselling and pastoral work). 

Moreover, it will be noted that the collaboration recommended goes beyond a
team of “directors” or those responsible. Collaboration should result in an experi-
ence of community life in which there is a true life sharing among all the members
of the community, both those responsible for giving the formation and the candi-
dates, in an atmosphere of confidence and clarity about the goals and criteria of
the formation process. 
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32. Foresee, within the formation process of seminarians, the presentation of up-
to-date statistics on the present-day phenomenon of family violence; noting
especially the frequency of child sexual abuse, and paying special attention to
child sexual abuse by priests (i.e., its incidence, the psychological profile of
offenders, the risk factors, pastoral care of victims, etc.).

Such a formation program should reflect clearly and unequivocally the position of
the Church in this regard:

a) Child sexual abuse has been committed by priests in the past and could 
happen again in the future;

b) Child sexual abuse is tolerated neither by the Church nor by society;
c) In the course of their ministry, priests can become aware of situations of child

sexual abuse and should know how to respond properly in such circum-
stances. In particular, they should know the requirements of provincial legis-
lation for reporting (see Recommendation # 8 and Appendix 2).

d) In times of personal crisis, certain priests may feel overwhelmed by the urge
to act out their sexual fantasies. Church authorities must be able to listen to
their problems before abuse actually occurs, and provide a pastoral and
clinical response. Once a sexual offence has been committed against a
minor, the canonical and secular laws must be allowed to follow their course
without hindrance, since the life of a child could be seriously affected (see
Appendix 6, which compares the concurring requirements of confidentiality
and reporting).

33. Ensure that those responsible for the formation of seminarians provide the
diocesan bishop and/or the clergy office with a profile of each deacon to be
ordained priest, which would be helpful in determining what first assignments
are appropriate for the priest. 

This profile should be prepared in an open manner and in collaboration with the
different resource people on the formation team and with the candidate himself. It
would show the candidate’s various accomplishments with respect to the aims and
objectives of the formation process. In some dioceses, the profile is prepared in
progressive and gradual stages and given to the bishop at the time of ordination.
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D. Recommendations to Those Responsible for
Priests in a Diocese

Preliminary Note

The carrying out of the recommendations concerning the life and ministry of
priests ultimately comes under the diocesan bishop. However, at least in dio-
ceses with several hundred priests, the bishop will usually entrust the immedi-
ate and direct pastoral responsibility to the Clergy Office (responsible for both
religious and diocesan priests).

We recommend that those responsible for priests:

34. Appoint, in consultation with the diocesan bishop, an experienced priest to
be available to newly ordained priests as their mentor, and to assist them in
the transition from seminary life to the many forms of pastoral experience in
the local Church community.

This priest could be the pastor with whom the newly ordained is called to serve or,
preferably, a priest in a neighbouring parish. 

35. Put in place, when opportune, a plan of action (including time for meeting,
resource persons, etc.) for sustaining the spiritual direction which the
newly ordained priests began during the years in seminary. 

This form of support is crucial to maintaining and furthering a sustained life of daily
prayer, the development of which can be observed. The new priest obviously
remains responsible for his own spiritual growth.

36. Invite newly ordained priests to set personal and ministerial goals for the
period of their initial assignments; these goals should be reviewed periodically,
especially when the priest takes on new pastoral assignments.

Attention should be paid in these evaluations to the various facets of a priest’s
personal identity: the use of his physical energies, productiveness in his work,
awareness of his responsibilities and talents, his psychosexual integration,
receptiveness to others, the meaning he gives to his life, etc. 

37. Prepare policies regarding the need for periodic up-dating, renewal and spe-
cialized training. This will foster a life-long, on-going formation of all the
priests of the diocese.

This implies that the means and resources which the priest can call on to enhance
his personal and professional development be well publicized. 
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38. Provide priests with regular opportunities for up-dating their pastoral
knowledge through seminars. These seminars should periodically address
the issue of child sexual abuse, from three angles:

– new scientific knowledge;

– Church policy as well as civil and criminal laws;

– issues concerning moral theology, professional ethics, and the theology of
sexuality. 

39. Pay particular attention to priests who are experiencing a major personal or
pastoral crisis, offering them counselling, if requested or judged necessary. In
such circumstances, immediate consideration must be given to evaluating
whether it is preferable to allow the priest to continue his ministry or to invite
him to take on another type of work which would be more suited to this tem-
porary situation. 

40. Make sure that an accused priest is informed about the availability and
possibility of supportive treatment or counselling during the judicial
process, and is encouraged, according to the advice of his counsellor, to use
these services (see Recommendation # 17). 

41. Place a priest accused of child sexual abuse on administrative leave with
pay, from the time there are reasonable and probable grounds to believe that
child sexual abuse occurred until completion of the investigative or judicial
process. This leave does not imply either the guilt or the innocence of the per-
son under investigation. 

When a priest has been financially assisted by his diocese in order to choose and
retain legal counsel, it is suggested that suitable arrangements be made, when
possible, for the priest to reimburse the diocese for its financial outlay, should he
be found guilty.

42. Ensure that the bishop’s delegate, the diocesan vicar general or the bishop
himself (or the religious superior, if such is the case) continue caring for the
incarcerated priest, visiting him periodically, offering him the moral support
needed, and never forgetting that he is a fellow human being and a child of
God in need of compassion.

The incarcerated priest should be treated as a priest with his rights as long as he
has not been canonically removed from the clerical state. Fellow priests and lay
persons should also be encouraged to visit him in prison. 
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43. Clearly inform the parish council or representative parishioners, in an open
and responsible manner, before appointing a priest who has been reintegrated
into the pastoral ministry, and ensure that the receiving parish community
will support the initiative of this appointment.

This sharing of information is not without problems, given the additional pressure it
puts on the candidate for re-entry. Nonetheless, experience tends to indicate that
those few who are involved in the situation will be fully supportive.
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E. Recommendations to the Canadian Conference
of Catholic Bishops

We recommend that the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops:

44. Prepare and implement a code of professional ethics for clergy and pastoral
agents.

45. Continue to co-operate with the Canadian Religious Conference, according
to the situation as it evolves, in working towards healing as initiated with
the Native peoples following revelations concerning the former Indian resi-
dential schools (this is in reference to the meeting in Saskatoon, March,
1991).

46. Support and foster the present involvement of the diocesan Churches of
Canada in their efforts to emphasize baptismal priesthood and promote an
ecclesial communion in which the ministerial priesthood serves the priest-
hood of all the faithful.

Throughout the country we see a progressive transformation in the way certain
diocesan structures function, e.g.: greater accent on the partnership of women and
men; clearer expressions of the ministries of priests and pastoral agents; diocesan
synods, etc.

We recognize that there is a direct connection between a certain model of
Church life and the deviations we deplore in the behaviour of some of the Church’s
ministers. We do not claim this relationship is one of cause and effect but suggest,
based on certain studies, particularly the Winter Commission, that a model of
Church life in which priests live their ministry as if it were an undebatable power,
provides a more favourable environment for committing and continuing acts of
child sexual abuse (see Winter Commission, Vol. I, pp. 137-138). However, rather
than belatedly putting hypothetical blame on outdated social structures that still
exist, we ask the CCCB to support and promote all that is being done to implement
the true spirit of the Second Vatican Council. Indeed, it is through fidelity to their
own vocation of renewal and conversion that our diocesan churches will indirectly
become less vulnerable to possible deviations by some of their ministers. 

47. Explore ways of participating in a telephone service designed to provide
assistance to troubled youth. Dioceses or groups of dioceses could consider a
similar project at the local or regional level.

48. Collect suggestions and recommendations submitted by local groups
throughout Canada, using the discussion materials prepared by our Ad Hoc
Committee, and provide the best follow-up possible.
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49. Have the competent authorities undertake an up-dated outline of the
“ratio fundamentalis” for the formation of future priests (see
Recommendation # 28).

This updating could take advantage of three recent studies: the Synod document
on this subject, the evaluations from the apostolic visitations of the Canadian 
seminaries, and findings of the work group that was commissioned by the Ad Hoc
Committee. 

50. Call for immediate and continuing research in the social sciences regarding
the complex reality of human sexuality (both heterosexual and homosexual
orientations), the sexuality of celibates, and the issues linked to the deviant
expression of sexuality.

According to some researchers, it is urgent to establish a scientific basis on which
clear guidelines can be made for the treatment of sexually dysfunctional priests. 
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The two years of study we undertook, in response to the request of the Canadian
Conference of Catholic Bishops, have taught us a great deal about the insidious charac-
ter of sexual abuse. Within the limits of our studies, our discussions and the reports of
our work groups, we have been able to come to a better understanding of the extent of
the devastation caused by this abuse.

The devastation touches the whole community to one degree or another: the fami-
lies and friends of the victims; those in their immediate community (school, neighbour-
hood, parish, scout troop, sport’s club, activities centre, etc.); and the groups linked to
the abusers (teaching staff, medical institutions, clergy, psychologists and psychiatrists,
therapists, etc.). In varying degrees, these persons or agencies were obliged to live in an
atmosphere of mistrust, suspicion, insidious accusations and at times contempt.

But abuse also causes profound damage. We became aware of the traumas that still
resound within adults who lived through repeated abusive experiences in the past. Many
or most have had to go through a long process before being able to recover, as adults,
some belief in their own personal worth. Groups and institutions felt stigmatized when it
was revealed that some of their members had been implicated in incidents or allegations
of abuse. Our Church, people and clergy, has been deeply affected by the devastation.
These profound effects on others, as well as on the actual victims, illustrate how the
consequences of evil are transmitted and how difficult it is to control their damaging
spread, even when the abusers are not numerous.

Rather than let ourselves be discouraged by these devastating effects, we chose to rely
upon another kind of infectiousness. Goodness is also able to spread among people! We
remembered the words and actions of Jesus and how some were scandalized by the con-
tacts he maintained with publicans and sinners. This reminded us that the effects of the
Good News can also be contagious.

We began our work firmly rooted in the hope that life and resurrection will triumph
over the seeds of death, provided we remain true to the message of the one who told us
he is the Resurrection and the Life, and who showed us the paths that lead to him:
truth, humility, conversion and forgiveness.

CONCLUSION
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The path of truth becomes immediately evident. All our considerations convinced
us that child sexual abuse occurs and will continue in a climate of deception, hypocrisy
and lies. This is why our suggestions and recommendations are clearly oriented towards
the search for truth: The truthfulness of statements made to the media. Personal truth-
fulness and honesty in the preparation of candidates for the priesthood. Insistence on
the truth throughout the therapy of the abusers. Truthfulness with those few parishes
asked to accept a priest who is being reintegrated into the ministry.

The path of humility is no less important. Even if only a tiny fraction of Canada’s
11,000 priests in active ministry have been implicated in cases of abuse, the Church
must humbly admit that some of its ministers are in flagrant contradiction to the mes-
sage they have been commissioned to preach. In this spirit of humility, we suggest that
more energy be put into correcting wrongs, than into safeguarding appearances; into
humble care of the wounded, than into attempts to justify; into effective forms of educa-
tion and careful research into ways of improving services for children, the poor and the
most vulnerable in our society.

The path of conversion is also most necessary. Priest abusers are not numerous, but
they are a painful indication that something is lacking within the Church. It is in this
spirit that we have drafted a number of recommendations calling for: particular atten-
tion to all the measures of prevention possible in the formation of future priests; multi-
ple ways to assure better pastoral and spiritual care for newly ordained priests; new insis-
tence on communities and forms of fraternal support; and the progressive transfor-
mation of how our parish communities and their pastors live the insights of the Second
Vatican Council.

Forgiveness is certainly not the easiest path the Lord has indicated to us. In cases of
sexual abuse it can, at times, become confused with other paths erroneously called “the
road to pardon”. We must never forget, for example, that sacramental forgiveness can be
used as a kind of security or a form of “cheap grace”, to use Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s expres-
sion. Nor should we demand premature forgiveness on the part of victims, particularly as
a means of more or less silencing the demands of justice or concealing an unhealed
wound. In this report we have tried to indicate what truly leads to forgiveness and how
to avoid becoming side-tracked.

Knowing well that we have not said the final word in response to these difficult ques-
tions, with humility we ask our readers: “Are we right in believing that we, as Church,
can pass from pain to hope?”
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mission band; superior of Holy Cross houses of formation; parish priest and dean of
the Waterloo Deanery (Diocese of Hamilton, Ontario). In 1978, he was appointed
Auxiliary Bishop of Hamilton; in 1982, Bishop of Charlottetown, Prince Edward
Island, and, in 1991, Archbishop of St. John’s, Newfoundland. As a member of the
CCCB he has served on several national commissions, the Permanent Council
and the Executive Committee.
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APPENDIX 2

DIOCESAN PROTOCOL

The eighth recommendation of the report invites each diocesan bishop to “mandate
the Advisory Committee to prepare and maintain a current basic protocol regard-
ing situations of sexual abuse; after being prepared and updated, the protocol must
of course be authorized by the diocesan bishop in order to be implemented.”

Why prepare a diocesan protocol?

Basically, because a number of parties must act on the same case, their respective
responsibilities differ, the order of their intervention must not be haphazard,
children must receive maximum protection, different jurisdictions deal with the
same problem, and children must be spared as much as possible the trauma of
having to testify repeatedly concerning an event which caused them great distress.

In fact, where there is an allegation of child sexual abuse against a priest, the fol-
lowing parties are liable to intervene at one time or another: the direct or indirect
witness or witnesses of the facts which led to suspicion; a representative of the
Church establishment (i.e., the bishop’s delegate); someone acting in the name of
the government child protection agency; someone entrusted with the police inquiry;
the child’s parents; the child; the respective lawyers; social workers; therapists; a
judge; witnesses from the school environment; representatives of the media; etc.

Furthermore, the respective responsibilities of all the parties liable to intervene
are quite specific: pursuant to provincial legislation, there is the duty to report
child sexual abuse to the local child protection agency or the police; the bishop’s
delegate cannot take the place of the police or judiciary authorities to conduct an
investigation, which would, in effect, contravene most provincial or territorial
laws; the person acting on behalf of the government child protection agency must
receive the report and determine whether the abused child’s safety or development
are at risk; the police force must investigate and, depending on the outcome, 
recommend for or against bringing the case before a criminal court; the local
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Crown Attorney must weigh the evidence and decide whether indictment is war-
ranted. The responsibilities of other parties are also quite specific.

On the other hand, the actual sequence of these interventions must never be
left to chance or improvisation because the very requirements of both the investi-
gation and the logical ordering of its various stages serve a purpose no one should
think of trivializing. The children’s higher interest, that is, their maximum protec-
tion, requires the efficient joint effort of all parties involved.

Finally, preparing a diocesan protocol serves a secondary purpose of no little
importance: sending out a clear message to the effect that any form of child sexual
abuse by adults is unacceptable in any society, a fortiori when perpetrated by men
whose priesthood or religious calling is dedicated to protecting the weak.

What is a joint-intervention protocol?

It is a document in which are set out, to the greatest possible extent, the times and
specific objectives of the intervention of the various parties involved in reacting to
a given event. In the case at hand, the event is the following: an allegation of sex-
ual abuse by a priest or religious against one or more children. Diocesan authorities
must prepare a document in which are established the chronology of necessary
actions, the names of those responsible for each intervention, and the interaction
between Church and state interventions with respect to the same event, namely
the allegation that A sexually abused child Y.

The joint-intervention protocol differs from diocesan policies on sexual abuse.
Whereas the latter could and should extend to the whole area of prevention and
therapeutic support for victims and their parents, the former is more akin to a tra-
ditional “customary” or crisis-response tool prepared for use in unforeseen circum-
stances where efficient joint action is needed which is respectful of the various lev-
els of jurisdiction, geared to the protection of the child, etc. This type of document
is, in some respects, analogous to the contingency plans developed by public pro-
tection agencies which deal with potential emergencies or catastrophes (PCB fires,
toxic material spillages, hospital fires, major gas leaks).

How to prepare a diocesan protocol?

Two complementary avenues are available for the preparation of a diocesan proto-
col on allegations of sexual abuse by a priest or religious against one or more chil-
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dren: on the one hand, experience and, on the other, a rationalization based on
the consideration of all pertinent parameters.

Experience is the first avenue. It can be the direct experience of a diocese
with similar cases or the experience of another diocese with a similar situation. It
can also be the experience that other authorities have formalized in a protocol
created outside the Church. The following is a good example: Child Abuse
Protocol: An Investigative Procedure to Coordinate Response in the Regional
Municipality of Ottawa-Carleton (September, 1990). This agreement was pre-
pared by a liaison sub-committee of the Police and the Children’s Aid Society of
the region, after a broadly based consultation undertaken by committee members
with their respective organizations, in addition to consultation with the Crown
Attorney’s office, Probation Services, the Ministry of Community and Social
Services, and the Community Advisory Committee on Child Abuse. [Le docu-
ment comporte une version française intégrale sous le titre: Protocole concernant
les enfants maltraités.] 

We may also refer to the following document: Inter-Ministry Child Abuse
Handbook: An Integral Approach to Child Abuse and Neglect, Victoria, B.C.,
Ministry of Social Services and Housing, 1988, 125 pages. The latter involves the
collaboration of five departments: Attorney General, Education, Health, Social
Services and Housing, and Solicitor General.

The second avenue – which is a complement to the first – is the consideration
of all pertinent parameters:

A. Lawyers should have in-depth knowledge of the various Criminal Code provi-
sions pertaining to child sexual abuse;

B. Lawyers should be acquainted with the current provincial legislation pertain-
ing to the duty to report child sexual abuse. The following list of the relevant
statutes for 1990 is provided for convenience only. It is assumed that the
applicable legislation will be consulted by lawyers at the local level.

• Newfoundland: Child Welfare Act, section 49: 1, 2, 3;

• Prince Edward Island: Family and Child Services Act, section 14: 1, 2, 3, 4,
and 5;

• Nova Scotia: Children’s Services Act, section 77: 1, 2, 4; section 82;
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• New Brunswick: Family Services Act, section 30: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10;

• Quebec: Loi de la protection de la jeunesse, sections 39, 43, 134;

• Ontario: Child and Family Services Act, 1984, section 68, 1-8; section
81,1;

• Manitoba: Child and Family Services Act, section 18, 1-6;

• Saskatchewan: Child and Family Service Act, sections 12, 1-4;

• Alberta: Child Welfare Act, section 3, 1-6;

• British Columbia: Family and Child Services Act, section 7, 1-4;

• Yukon: Children’s Act, section 117, 1-3;

• Northwest Territories: Child Welfare Ordinance, section 30.1, 1-6; section
35, 1.

C. Canonists should have in-depth knowledge of the pertinent Church legisla-
tion (see, in particular, Appendices 3 and 4);

D. Diocesan authorities should have in-depth knowledge of contemporary com-
munications requirements (see, in particular, Appendix 7).

Why not propose a standard protocol?

Some Committee members and bishops were hoping that our report would pro-
pose a standard protocol for adoption in all Canadian dioceses. In spite of the
obvious appeal of such a suggestion, there were a number of reasons against imple-
menting it. First, the various provincial laws on reporting, despite their basic simi-
larity, show differences which must be respected. Moreover, the coordination of
interventions between the child protection agencies and the office of the local
Provincial Crown Attorney can vary from province to province. Finally, the basic
diocesan organizational structure is not identical in all dioceses.

Nonetheless, we earnestly stress the importance of interdiocesan consultation
within a pastoral district or a province. In fact, we already did this in the explana-
tory notes following Recommendation # 7 and have mentioned the value of the
expertise other dioceses can provide in this respect.
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APPENDIX 3

THE CANONICAL PRELIMINARY INQUIRY *

1. It should be remembered that, both in the secular courts and in the canonical
penal system, a person is presumed innocent until proven otherwise.
Therefore, care should be taken to ensure that this principle is always
observed, even when encouraging a thorough yet sensitive inquiry.

2. It should also be noted in a canonical inquiry that the accused person is not
bound to admit to an offence, nor may an oath be administered to the accused
(canon 1728, § 2) who should be informed of this provision before being ques-
tioned, even in a preliminary inquiry.

3. At no time after an allegation has been made should the diocesan bishop or
any of the priests involved in the process hear the sacramental confession of
the accused. The seal of confession is, of course, inviolable (see canon 983,
§ 1).

4. The delegate shall be empowered at any time to carry out his or her responsi-
bility personally, or to appoint any number of persons, “examiners”, who may
or may not be members of the committee, to assist in conducting a prelimi-
nary inquiry into an allegation (see Recommendation # 7). The purpose of
such an inquiry is to obtain information determining whether or not there are
reasonable or probable grounds to believe that there has been a situation of
sexual misconduct.

If the case is one that would be the object of reporting laws, the delegate shall
make the necessary contact with the secular authorities.

5. In the case of a minor, a person selected for this purpose by the delegate
would, if possible, and according to the instructions of the delegate, meet with
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the parents on behalf of the diocese to offer pastoral support and show care
and concern for those involved.

If such support is not desired, at least advice should be available to them as to
where to obtain appropriate professional counselling for themselves and the
minor.

If there are reasonable grounds to believe that abuse might have taken place,
and if the parents accept, professional help should be offered immediately if it
is available in the area. If it is not available, the parents and minor child could
be referred elsewhere.

It would be important to explain to the parents that the matter has to go
through legal processes, and that no judgement can be made before such
processes have taken place and the matter resolved.

In all matters relating to this phase of the inquiry, professional secrecy is to be
observed.

6. If the delegate determines the allegation to be frivolous or unsubstantiated,
the inquiry will be terminated and the diocesan bishop and the accused priest
will be so informed. If the priest in question is a religious, the competent
superior shall also be informed.

If, however, in the meantime, the allegation has become public, appropriate
steps must be taken to repair damage done to the priest’s reputation.

7. An accused priest is encouraged to engage the services of a lawyer who shall
not be the diocesan lawyer. Suitable arrangements would have to be made
regarding the covering of legal expenses, taking into account the financial
situation of the diocese.

Furthermore, considering the seriousness of these cases, if the accused is called
for questioning at this stage of the preliminary canonical process, or if the case
is to be treated administratively, it seems only just that he also have the aid of
a canonical advocate.  However, he should be informed that anything he says
might be used against him in a secular criminal proceeding or in a civil lawsuit.
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8. If the delegate has reason to believe that there may be an allegation against a
priest who does not hold an appointment from the diocesan bishop (e.g., cer-
tain religious, visiting priests), the delegate shall immediately communicate
with and advise the ecclesiastical superior of the priest regarding the possible
allegation.

9. In the case where the accused priest holding an appointment in the diocese is
a religious, the competent superior shall notify the diocesan authorities if the
superior consents to the application of the diocesan procedures. The delegate
conducting the inquiry shall report the outcome to the superior, and shall
answer such legitimate inquiries about the progress of the matter that the
superior may make.

If, on the other hand, the institute’s own procedures for dealing with such
matters have been invoked, a report of the outcome shall be made to the
diocesan bishop’s delegate, and the superior shall from time to time answer
any legitimate inquiries that the delegate may make.

10. Upon completion of this phase of the preliminary inquiry, a meeting could
then be held with the appropriate civil counsel present; it would comprise the
diocesan bishop or his representative, the diocesan lawyer, the accused priest
and counsel for the accused. At this time, having heard the delegate, the
diocesan bishop could make an interim disposition that would be made in
respect of the priest’s functions in the diocese (see below, No. 14).

11. If secular proceedings are taking place, it might be preferable to delay any
further canonical inquiry until the matter has been resolved before the secular
courts.

12. If, on the other hand, there are no secular proceedings, and if the accused
admits that the allegations are true, the delegate shall immediately present a
report on the investigation to the diocesan bishop.

13. If, however, the priest denies the allegations which have at least the semblance
of truth, then the preliminary canonical inquiry prescribed by canon 1717
could proceed to a second phase, ensuring that the rights to due process are
fully respected.
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14. If the priest admits the allegations, or if the delegate finds that indeed there is
matter for further action, the priest is to be given an administrative leave
within twenty-four hours or as soon thereafter as possible, and an appropriate
place chosen for him to reside pending the outcome of the inquiry. At no
time, though, should he return to the parish or to the pastoral work where he
is assigned (if such is the case) or approach the persons involved. If appropri-
ate, a penal precept (cf. c. 1319) could even be issued to this effect.

Furthermore, the priest’s faculties to preach (c. 764) and to hear confessions
(c. 974, § 1) should be removed. He would also be asked not to celebrate
Mass publicly. While such measures could be painful, they are necessary to
protect the good of the community.
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APPENDIX 4

THE ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES AND
THE CANONICAL CRIMINAL TRIAL (cc. 1717 - 1731) *

1. If the ecclesiastical authorities concerned decide to proceed to the second
phase of the preliminary canonical inquiry, the matter is taken up again by
the delegate (see Recommendation # 5) who will conduct it. The lawyers
designated above (# 7 of Appendix 3) or members of the committee (see
Recommendation # 6) may be invited to participate. Great discretion is
required in this phase of the inquiry, since care is to be taken that it does
not call into question anyone’s reputation (cc. 1717, § 2; 220).

2. If the delegate, after hearing those who are bringing the complaint, is of the
opinion that there is indeed reason to proceed further, the accused is to be
given the right to be heard (right of defence, c. 1720, 1˚).

3. If there is reason to proceed further, the priest, with his consent, is then
referred to the selected treatment centre for appropriate assessment, if this
has not already been done.

4. If the priest could be considered to be responsible for his actions (cf. c.
1321), the committee (see Recommendation # 7) should meet to decide
whether it is appropriate to recommend that the matter be referred to the
diocesan bishop.

5. If the diocesan bishop or the competent religious superior decides to proceed
in an administrative manner, then he may impose the appropriate penalties
according to the norm of law. It should be noted, however, that a priest
cannot be deprived of the clerical state by an administrative process at the
diocesan level or by the religious superior (cc. 1342, §2; 1425, § 1, 2˚).
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6. In those instances where the diocesan bishop determines that the case is to
be judged by a canonical penal process, he passes on the evidence to the
promoter of justice in order to begin a canonical penal trial.

7. If the promoter of justice considers it opportune to begin a canonical trial, the
provisions of canon 1722 can then be applied: the accused can be prohibited
from the exercise of sacred ministry or of an ecclesiastical office and position;
or, residence in a certain place or territory can be imposed or forbidden, and
so forth.

8. The judge would then summon the accused and the evidence is presented.
The accused must have a canonical advocate, appointed freely by himself; if,
however, he does not designate someone to represent him, then the judge is
to appoint such an advocate (c. 1481, § 2). The accused or the procurator-
advocate has the right to present his defence and, in fact, has the right to
make written submissions or speak last (c. 1725).

9. The procedures prescribed by canonical legislation would be applied through-
out this process.

10. If the priest is found guilty at the conclusion of the trial, then the appropriate
canonical penalties are to be applied (not excluding possibly depriving him
of the clerical state).

11. In imposing penalties on a priest, except in the case of dismissal from the
clerical state, care must always be taken that he does not lack what is neces-
sary for his worthy support (c. 281).

If a person is truly in need because he has been dismissed from the clerical
state, the diocesan bishop or the proper Ordinary is to provide in the best way
possible (c. 1350).

12. During these processes and throughout any follow-up period, the priest, in
addition to financial support, should be given appropriate personal support.

13. Likewise, pastoral assistance should be continued in various ways for those
directly involved and for their families, until such time as there is an agree-
ment or evidence that this is no longer necessary or appropriate.
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APPENDIX 5

THE FORMATION OF CANDIDATES FOR THE PRIESTHOOD *

• WHAT is Integral Human Formation?

Integral human formation is a process whereby an individual seminarian, with
the guidance and accompaniment of a human formation counsellor – as well as
the contribution of the other formative resources – can strive for, attain, and
grow in personal human maturity by an increased self-awareness and the delib-
erate integration of the various facets of his identity, that takes into considera-
tion the candidate’s age, his context, the meaning of his life, as well as his rela-
tionship with others.

• WHY Integral Human Formation?

There is a need to take up this area of a seminarian’s formation in a systematic,
organized, and skilled manner, so that it can be inserted into the overall for-
mative process of the candidate for priesthood, insuring that his spiritual,
academic, and pastoral training will include development and growth in
human maturity.

• HOW does Integral Human Formation take place?

Integral human formation is a process of personal accompaniment involving
the human formation counsellor and the candidate within a community of for-
mation.

Integral human formation focuses on the candidate’s differentiated self-identities
(his body-self – productive-self – individual self – psychosexual-self – psychoso-
cial-self) and aims at the integration of all the facets into his one self-identity:
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– in regular meetings with the human formation counsellor, for the duration
of the entire formation period;

– by a series of questions and dialogue intended to shed light on the candi-
date’s behaviour, decisions, choices, and day-to-day experiences;

– on a journey of discovery, self-evaluation and accountability for achieve-
ments and challenges needing to be met prior to ordination.

• WHO is the HUMAN FORMATION COUNSELLOR?

The human formation counsellor, who must be a member of the formation
team, may be male or female, and should possess a knowledge of the constitu-
tive elements of human development, the process of self-representation, and
basic counselling skills. He or she must be a person of faith, open to the mind of
the Church and the needs of the people of God and be committed to the essen-
tial ministry of the ordained priest.

• WHAT are the Human Formation Counsellor’s RESPONSIBILITIES?

The human formation counsellor’s responsibilities include the following:

– establishing a relationship of mutuality and an atmosphere of trust;

– leading a candidate in a process of self-representation, in order to facilitate
awareness and growth, by actualizing his personal vital strengths;

– aiming at establishing the candidate in self-confidence and self-esteem as
necessary qualities for a free and autonomous response in following Jesus
Christ through the priestly ministry;

– helping the seminarian become more aware of his psycho-sexual identity by
addressing the subject of sexuality in a clear and unambiguous way;

– helping the candidate see himself as part of the formation community by
drawing attention to how the seminarian interacts with his peers, as well as
the other formation resource personnel.
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APPENDIX 6

PRIVILEGE AND CONFIDENTIALITY *

1. Privilege and confidentiality in the context of this discussion relate to the
privilege or confidentiality that attaches to communications, whether they be
oral or written.

2. Confidential statements are not necessarily privileged.  Some confidential
statements may be privileged.

3. Whether a communication is confidential is dependent upon the circum-
stances under which it is made and arises out of the relationship between the
parties to the communication. Unless a communication is made in circum-
stances which give rise to the confidential nature of it, it cannot be subse-
quently clothed with confidentiality.

4. A privileged communication is one in respect of which a court would not
require any party to the communication to reveal the communication in a
judicial proceeding.

5. A privileged communication is a confidential communication which is specif-
ically recognized by a statutory enactment or meets four criteria established by
the common law.

6. The test as to whether or not a communication may be privileged as a matter
of common law is as follows:

1) the communication must originate in a confidence that it will not be dis-
closed;

2) this element of confidentiality must be essential to the full and satisfactory
maintenance of the relation between the parties;
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3) the relation must be one which, in the opinion of the community, ought
to be sedulously fostered; and

4) the injury that would inure to the relation by the disclosure of the commu-
nications must be greater than the benefit thereby gained for the correct
disposal of the litigation.

7. A confidential communication which would qualify under the four criteria set
out above may be abrogated by statutory enactment.

8. In the context of the specific considerations of this working group, child pro-
tection legislation is of paramount importance.

9. This paper will deal only with child protection legislation in effect in Ontario.
Where applicable in other provinces in Canada, reference should be had to
the law of those provinces. It is likely that most jurisdictions have comparable
child protection legislation in place.

10. “Child” is defined under the Child and Family Services Act of Ontario to be a
person under 18 years of age. The provisions of that Act, however, in respect
of all obligations to report abuse of a child, relate to children under the age of
16 years. The age of majority is generally 18 years of age and over in most
jurisdictions but provisions in the Criminal code and provincial legislation
relating to child protection vary, depending upon the particular application of
the legislation. For purposes of this discussion, the terms “child” or “minor”
relates to any person under the age of 18 years but in specific instances the
applicable legislation should be consulted.

11. In Ontario, for example, under the Child and Family Services Act,  a person
who performs professional or official duties in respect of a child and who in
the course of his or her professional duties has reasonable grounds to suspect
that a child is or may be suffering or may have suffered abuse, is required forth-
with to report this suspicion and the information on which it is based to a
children’s aid society having jurisdiction. This requirement is mandatory even
where the information reported is confidential or privileged.

12. Persons who perform professional or official duties with respect to a child
include physician, nurse, dentist, pharmacist, psychologist, school teacher,
school principal, social worker, family counsellor, priest, rabbi, clergyman, day
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nursery personnel, youth and recreational worker, peace officer, coroner,
solicitor, and a service provider or an employee of a service provider.

13. A privileged communication between a solicitor and client is specifically
excepted but it should be noted that if the solicitor is performing a profes-
sional or official duty with respect to a child, then the communication is not
privileged.

14. A privilege in respect of communication between a priest and penitent does
not exist in many jurisdictions including Ontario, but has been given statutory
effect in Quebec and Newfoundland and in all 50 states of the United States.
In the many common law jurisdictions including Ontario which have not
enacted a statutory privilege, the courts may nevertheless not require the dis-
closure of a communication between a priest and penitent but this is deter-
mined on a case by case basis.

15. A priest should be aware that if he makes any admission to his superior, his
peers or any health care professional, such admission is probably not privi-
leged. Even though the communication is made in confidence, it may be one
which must be reported to a children’s aid society or other designated author-
ity or law enforcement agency, and the person to whom the communication
is made may be compellable to testify as to the content of the communica-
tion. It is also important that the person receiving the communication be
aware of these obligations to report what may appear to be a confidential
communication.

16. A communication which is otherwise privileged may lose the protection of
that privilege if it is disclosed to a third person who does not fall within the
cloak of confidence.  In other words, if the confidentiality of an otherwise
privileged communication is breached, it cannot be reinstated.

17. There are two situations in respect of which a confidential communication
must be disclosed:

a) where the confidential communication is one required to be disclosed
under child protection legislation, and

b) where a party to the confidential communication which is not otherwise
privileged is required to testify in a judicial proceeding.
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With these two exceptions, disclosure of a confidential communication
cannot be enforced even though not privileged.

18. Of the four criteria or tests outlined above, the most difficult in application
is the fourth, which requires the weighing of the injury to the relationship
against the benefit to be gained for the correct disposal of the litigation.
This ultimately is a policy consideration and the law in this area continues
to develop. Any extension of the privilege is dependent on convincing the
tribunal that the public interest would benefit from a non-disclosure of par-
ticular communications.

19. Should a witness refuse to testify about a confidential communication which
has been held not to be privileged, the court may not excuse the witness
from answering but has a discretion in respect of the penalty to be imposed
for refusing to reveal the confidential communication.

20. Every individual has a privilege against self-incrimination. This is not a privi-
lege which attaches to a communication but is the right to remain silent in
the face of accusations and a right not to be forced to testify against oneself
in judicial proceedings. Although the privilege is absolute, it should be noted
that in some circumstances an adverse inference may be drawn from silence
in the face of accusation.

21. If a communication is received in circumstances from which it is clear that
the communication is made in confidence, then those who receive the confi-
dential communication are obliged to maintain confidentiality and may
incur liability for improper disclosure.
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APPENDIX 7

MEDIA RELATIONS *

1. The guidelines for media relations need not be any more complex than these:

– protect the right of the accused to a fair trial;

– protect the ability of the state to proceed to trial;

– give the media as much general information as possible;

– be available;

– tell the truth.

2. In communicating with the media, the focus should not be seen as primarily
limiting the liability of the Church. Nothing must be said about the particu-
lars of the incident or those affected – because in so doing, it may infringe
either or both upon the right of the accused to a fair trial on the one hand; or
the ability of the state to proceed with prosecution, undefeated by the simple
defence that the right to a fair trial has been compromised by comments made
public before the trial. The press knows this prohibition exists, and accepts its
valid application – but it must not be used as a device to avoid any communi-
cation at all.

3. Interested media should be made to feel welcome. Interviews should be
granted readily, or may even be suggested before the media makes the
approach. Indeed, relations with the press should ordinarily be established
before a crisis occurs. This permits reporters to know and trust the Church’s
communicators when crises do occur.

4. What the media do not know or understand, cannot be accurately reported
with clarity or without some distortion. Briefing or “background” papers

*  Excerpt from the Work Group III report.  This report was submitted to the
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should be written centrally and provided to the press at all levels to ensure
deeper understanding of the issues. Such papers should be concise, written in
plain language, and explanatory. They should explain in simple terms the
most complex issues: the nature of celibacy, the roles assigned to hierarchical
levels in the structure of the Church, the nature and application of Canon
Law, and so forth. These materials and a plan for their distribution should be
prepared at the appropriate time.

5. The spokesperson for the Church, not only when dealing with the media,
should tell the truth. There is nothing wrong with admitting that the
Church is in shock. There is nothing wrong with admitting that we cannot,
at a particular moment, see the answers. There is nothing wrong with admit-
ting that the Church authorities and the People of God are troubled, con-
cerned, and devoting themselves to discovery and prayer in a difficult situa-
tion. While these have been posed as “negatives”, such admissions are, in
fact, validations to all concerned. They are reassuring because they are open
and truthful. The spokesperson should feel comfortable speaking from the
heart. The Church will be far better regarded if it admits that it does not have
all the answers, rather than appear to be concealing answers and forcing
reporters to play hide-and-seek. Devious and evasive responses are destructive
to the relationship between the Church and the media. They indicate lack of
confidence in the Church’s ability to confront problems as well as immaturity
in the spokesperson.

6. Media communications must be placed in an appropriate modern context.
They represent an important integral part of the Church’s outreach to the
People of God and society as a whole, and should be approached in this
context.
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CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE BY A PRIEST OR RELIGIOUS

Spiritual and religious issues *

Victims of sexual violence experience crises in their spirituality and conflicts in
religious values. Victims struggle to integrate their beliefs and values with the
losses imposed by sexual assault. They may challenge the values practiced and
held by their religion, and they may question the existence of God. Victims may
also express anger and distrust toward the clergyperson who is trying to help them.

Spiritual crises are compounded by experiencing rejection or judgmental
responses from clergy or church. These victims become further alienated from
their religious community or sink deeper into despair and shame. Clergy must
listen nonjudgmentally and openly to the content and feelings expressed by vic-
tims. By allowing the victim to evaluate and struggle with spiritual and religious
issues, clergy can play an important role in the victim’s process toward resolution
and healing. Spiritual hope, guidance, and support, offered in a nonintrusive
manner, create a nurturing climate for the victim to move from spiritual crisis to
spiritual growth.

It is difficult for victims to resolve the contradiction of being a good person, of
“following all the rules,” with the experience of having a most degrading violation
of their spiritual and physical being perpetrated against them. It simply does not
mesh with the religious values they have learned, implicitly or explicitly: “If you
are good, good things will happen to you,” or “if bad things happen to you, you
must be a bad person.” Some victims thus conclude that they must have done

APPENDIX 8 87

APPENDIX 8

*  Chris Servaty, “Support Counseling with Victims of Sexual Assault”, Sexual
Assault and Abuse: A Handbook for Clergy and Religious Professionals, edited by Mary
Pellauer et al, Harper & Row, © 1987, pp. 137-138. Given as an Appendix in the
Work Group II Report.



something wrong or that they really are inherently bad or sinful in God’s eyes.
Whatever the clergy counselor’s perspective on original sin, such theological
positions need to be disentangled from the specific facts about sexual assault.
These victims need patient guidance and consistent feedback that they are not to
blame and that they did nothing to deserve the sexual assault. They also need
continual validation that they are truly good people.

Another spiritual area that causes great confusion for victims is whether they
really ought to “forgive and forget”. This is not a realistic nor healthy practice for
victims, particularly in the first three stages of recovery. They can find inner peace
by clearly placing responsibility onto the perpetrator, a process that allows integra-
tion to occur and is actually a “letting go” process for the victim. The “forgive and
forget” practice too often becomes a form of minimization and denial and does not
serve to heal the internal wounds of the victim. Healthy anger, focused on the
perpetrator, acts as an energizing and healing force for the victim. The victim
always has the right to deny forgiveness to the offender.

A third area of spiritual crisis involves loss of hope. Victims are naturally very
sensitive to, and consequently may feel overwhelmed by, the violence in their
lives and in the world around them. This reinforces their feelings of insecurity and
powerlessness. They may temporarily lose their coping skills for maintaining a
spiritual balance and perspective. If this balance is not regained, the victim may
become immobilized with depression and despair. Clergy can play a powerful role
in instilling hope by reminding the victim of what is of value in that person’s life,
of what control the victim does have to make choices, and of those who care
about the victim, including the clergyperson. When victims question whether
they will ever feel hopeful again, encourage them to accept this struggle as part of
the grieving process and assure them that they will indeed heal spiritually.
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APPENDIX 9

SERVICES IN SEXUAL BEHAVIOURS CLINICS *

The functions of the clinic at this level are to:

(a) Assess the extent of the sexual problem (e.g., paedophilia), precipitating
factors, and associated problems (e.g., alcoholism, sexual dysfunction, etc.);

(b) Provide opinion as to treatability, treatment objectives and modalities
(e.g., length and cost of treatment);

(c) Evaluate the priest’s capacity to acknowledge his sexual problems. This
opinion should be formulated pragmatically to help avoid the many inter-
pretations assigned to the word “acknowledge”. The following examples
can illustrate the possible evolution of acknowledgement:

(i) A priest says he is a victim of false accusations or has no memory of
the events;

(ii) A priest says he had contacts with the victim, but they were not of a
sexual nature;

(iii) A priest says he had sexual contacts with the victim, but the victim
solicited these, or was consenting, and there was “no harm done”;

(iv) A priest says he had sexual contacts with the victim and there have
been consequences for the victim. He feels these contacts happened
because of factors which were not, and still are not, under his control;

(v) A priest recognizes that he is having problems in sexual or non-sexual
areas of his life, or both. He recognizes the factors associated with the
development of his problems, and the situations in which he is at risk.
He wants to change and recognizes he needs help. 

IV – HISTORY OF THE COMMITTEE 89

*  Excerpt from the Work Group III report. This report was submitted to the
CCCB Ad Hoc Committee on Sexual Abuse in January, 1992.





Excerpts from The Report of the Archdiocesan Commission of Enquiry into the
Sexual Abuse of Children by Members of the Clergy, Volumes One and Two,
Archdiocese of St. John’s, June 1990. Reproduced with permission from the
Office of the Archbishop, Archdiocese of St. John’s.

Excerpts from Reaching for Solutions, The Report of the Special Advisor to the
Minister of National Health and Welfare on Child Sexual Abuse in Canada,
Ottawa: Minister of Supply and Services Canada, 1990. Reproduced with per-
mission from The Minister of Supply and Services, Canada 1992.

Excerpts from Sexual Assault and Abuse: A Handbook for Clergy and Religious
Professionals by Mary D. Pellauer, Barbara Chester and Jane A. Boyajian.
Copyright © 1987 by Mary Pellauer et al. Reprinted by permission of
HarperCollins Publishers Inc.
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IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH 
8842 - 119th Street, Delta, B.C. 

V4C 6M4 

Telephone: 591-2271 

Sept. 12, 1994 

Most Rev. Adam Exner, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Vancouver 
150 Robson Street 
Vancouver, B.C. 

Your Grace, 

On the recommendation of my parish pastoral council, our parish would like 
to help contribute to the work of vocations by paying the total wage of the 
seminarian who will be working in the parish for the coming year. We consider it 
an honour and a privilege to have a seminarian working in the parish and hope 
that it will be an encouragement for vocations in the parish. 

I have enclosed a cheque for $1000, the amount that has been sent to us 
for July and August to be returned to the Vocation Fund and will ask Fr. Galvon to 
cancel the future cheques. 

Yours in ,Christ, 

Fr. D. Luterbach, 
Pastor 



FILE COPY 

Ärchdioces(,.(4VCIIICOUVCI 
MWHIMANWSOFMT 

September 14, 1994 

Rev. Dennis Luterbach, Pastor 
Immaculate Conception Parish 
8842 - 119th Street 
Delta, BC 
V4C 6M4 

Dear Father Luterbach: 

Thank you for your letter of September 12, 1994. 
I am most grateful to you and to your parish for your 
kindness in covering the wages of the seminarian working 
in your parish this year. 

Your generosity and thoughtfulness in contributing 
in this way to the work of vocations in the Archdiocese of 
Vancouver are very much appreciated. I ask God to reward 
you and your parishioners and to bless Immaculate Concep-
tion Parish with vocations to the priesthood and to the 
religious life. 

Thanking you again, and with personal best regards 
and the assurance of my prayers, I remain, 

AE/mim 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Adam Exner, OMI 
Archbishop of Vancouver 
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