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Placidus Sanders [Disclaimer: Information here has been gathered from library sources and media posts by Bernadette Howell and Leona Huggins 
who hold no responsibility or liability for the information provided. This summary overview was submitted to the Archdiocese of Vancouver 
following the request of Archbishop Michael Miller (March 22, 2019) that any such overviews collated by Bernadette Howell and Leona Huggins be 
placed on the individual cleric’s file.]

Harold (Placidus) Sanders

Date of Birth:  ?

Date of Ordination: 22 May 1952 

Ordained same day/date:
Ordained month prior/after: 
Ordained same year:

Date of Death: 

Current status: Living at the Abbey, Mission (2019)

No photo available

YEAR LOCATION FELLOW 
PRIESTS

COMMENT

1959 Christ the King Minor 
Seminary, Mission

Rector Christ the King Minor Seminary, 
Westminster Abbey, Mission BC.  
Listed as Dom Placidus Sander (Sylvia’s 
Site) 

1967 Christ the King Minor 
Seminary, Mission

Eugene Medved
Boniface Aicher
Wilfred Sowrby 
(CCCD)

Rector Christ the King Minor Seminary, 
Westminster Abbey, Mission BC.  Listed  
as Dom Placidus Sander (Sylvia’s Site) 

1968- 1969 Christ the King Minor 
Seminary, Mission

Eugene Medved
Wilfred Sowrby 
Maurus Macrae
(CCCD)

Choir Director, Westminster Abbey, 
Mission BC.  Listed  as Dom Placide 
Sander (CCCD) 

1973/1974 Eugene Medved
Wilfred Sowrby 
Maurus Macrae 
(CCCD)

1974/1978 Christ the King 
Seminary, Mission

1993 Christ the King Minor 
Seminary, Mission

RCMP investigation started after first 
complainant came forward (Media 
source)

1996 Christ the King 
Seminary, Mission

Charged with four counts of indecent 
assault, one count of gross indecency and 
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Placidus Sanders [Disclaimer: Information here has been gathered from library sources and media posts by Bernadette Howell and Leona Huggins 
who hold no responsibility or liability for the information provided. This summary overview was submitted to the Archdiocese of Vancouver 
following the request of Archbishop Michael Miller (March 22, 2019) that any such overviews collated by Bernadette Howell and Leona Huggins be 
placed on the individual cleric’s file.]

one count of buggery related to 
allegations that in the 70’s he molested 
three boys at Christ the King Seminary, 
Westminster Abbey,  in Mission British 
Columbia (Sylvias Site)

1997 Christ the King 
Seminary, Mission

At trial said he had consensual sex with 
an 18-year-old seminary student on one 
occasion in the 1980s. (Sylvia’s Site)

“Harold Vincent Sanders, known as 
Father Placidus, told B.C. Supreme Court 
yesterday he had consensual sex with an 
18-year-old seminary student on one 
occasion in the 1980s. He said he often 
gave students hugs and kissed one 
student on the lips twice.But the 70-year-
old monk insisted he never touched boys 
without their consent: “I respect people. 
That is such an important thing in my 
beliefs.” (Media source, Dec 1997)

December 14, 1997: Acquitted 

(An acquittal signifies that a prosecutor 
failed to prove his or her case beyond a 
reasonable doubt, not that a defendant 
is innocent)

2008 Christ the King 
Seminary, Mission

Preached annual Ecumenical retreat in 
Cache Creek, BC to three Anglican, three 
Lutherans and 13 Catholic priests.  
Bishop Monroe (Diocese of Kamloops) 
was in attendance ( Kamploops Diocese 
News letter JUNE 2008 (page 7 – Father 
Placidus Sander conducting retreat)

2011, 2012, 
2017 

Christ the King 
Seminary, Mission

2018 Christ the King 
Seminary, Mission





     
      
    
    
           

      

     
      

           
   

    

                       
                     

       

            

   

  

   
  

  
 

                            
                         

  

 







 · Abuse Crisis Clergy Sexual Abuse Report

2020 Update Report on Clergy Sexual Abuse
December 14, 2020

INTRODUCTION

UPDATE

PROGRESS SINCE THE NOVEMBER 2019 REPORT ON CLERGY SEXUAL ABUSE

OBJECTIVES STILL OUTSTANDING

ADDITIONAL UPDATES

PRIEST SEXUAL ABUSE UPDATE

CONCLUSION

In late 2019, the Archdiocese of Vancouver published a report on the historical cases of clergy sexual abuse in the
archdiocese. Since then an archdiocesan group has been working to implement recommendations published in that
report. This new report gives an overview on the progress of that group, a few more updates and the publication of
an additional three priests involved in abuse settlements that have not been previously published.

Click here to download the 2020 Update Report on Clergy Sexual Abuse

If you or someone you know has experienced clergy sexual abuse, we encourage you to report it and take a step
towards the healing and care you deserve. Our primary concern is your well-being. We are here to support you in
any way we can with your mental, relational and/or spiritual needs.

While an accurate and transparent reporting process of abuse is important, our top priority is that you receive the
care and support you deserve. No matter how long ago the abuse may have occurred, we encourage you to come
forward. If you want to speak with an independent social worker, please call (604) 363-7338. The people providing
this service will compassionately listen to you and outline some possible options for care.

We are aware that many victims/survivors and their families have little or no connection with the Catholic church. But
for those who choose to approach us, we are committed to offering you the compassion, respect and path towards
the deeper healing that you deserve. You are not alone and people within the Catholic community deeply want to
help. We understand how much courage it takes to report your experience and we sincerely hope that each victim
will consider coming forward.

Introduction
In late 2019, the Archdiocese of Vancouver published a report on the historical cases of clergy sexual abuse in the
archdiocese. While the subject and findings are troubling for many, the response received was positive overall, and
much good has come from the steps taken. Subsequent to the Report, 13 previously unknown victims/survivors have
come forward and reported their experiences. In most cases, meetings with representatives of the Archdiocese have
taken place and support services, including counselling, have been offered.

We understand that some people think that we should speak less about this issue because it may seem that it feeds
into an “antifaith” narrative. Moreover, the vast majority of reported abuse cases occurred between the 1960s
through the 1980s. Others, including some victims/survivors, think that we are still not doing enough to address the
issue and they remind us that recent and future cases may yet come to light.

We believe that greater transparency allows us to reach and care for more victims/survivors while increasing
vigilance and safe environments within our parishes. Catholics are called to accept the hard truth of clerical sexual
abuse and to live lives of charity and mercy especially reaching out to the most suffering among us We ask for your

 LO G  I N SIGN UPCATHOLIC VANCOUVER



abuse and to live lives of charity and mercy, especially reaching out to the most suffering among us. We ask for your
prayers and patience as the Archdiocese does its best to address this painful issue effectively and with compassion.
Archbishop J. Michael Miller stated, “We again want to acknowledge the deep suffering of the victims and their loved
ones and I apologize to each of them for the trauma caused by the abuse by a priest. They are in my prayers.”

Update
The Implementation Working Group (“IWG”) was formed to assist in the development and application of solutions
proposed in the Case Review Committee’s (“CRC”) final report, dated Nov. 25, 2019. (The report can be found online
at ).rcav.org/abuse-crisis/abuse-report

A number of the 31 recommendations were already implemented by that date; many are still in progress. Below is a
list of three categories:

�� Objectives with significant progress made.

�� Objectives that are mostly still outstanding.

�� Additional updates.

Progress since the November 2019 Report on Clergy Sexual
Abuse

�� An independent Intake O�ce has been established. See .Recommendation #1

�� The Review Board has been reconstituted to have a lay chairwoman and a lay majority. See

.Recommendation #2

�� Updated policies are almost finished and will encourage and protect people bringing allegations forward. See

.Recommendation #5

�� All known memorials honouring priests known to have abused, have been removed. In several cases,

victims/survivors found and reported memorials the Archdiocese had missed. See .Recommendation #8

�� All known online/public references and celebrations of priests known to have abused have been removed, but

with more than 100 years of newspaper coverage and more than 30 years of online material, we are aware

that more may exist. See .Recommendation #9

�� An ad hoc seminary committee has been formed and is meeting regularly to recommend improvements to the

seminary application and formation process. See .Recommendation #19

�� The Archdiocese appointed its first female Chancellor and hired several other women in leadership positions.

See .Recommendation #26

�� The Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB) established the Standing Committee for Responsible

Ministry and the Protection of Minors and Vulnerable Persons to oversee the improvement of Safe

Environment policies, work towards a national response to clergy sexual abuse, and establish systems to

increase accountability for bishops. See .Recommendation #27

�� This CCCB committee has selected a national system for reporting sexual abuse by bishops and has

committed to improved information sharing nationally. See .Recommendation #28

��� The Archdiocese has contacted all religious orders and communities who have sent clerics to work in

Vancouver. The majority have responded and provided the information requested and the remainder will not

be able to send a cleric until the information is received. See Recommendation #29.

��� The Archdiocese has shared all available information with religious orders who have members accused of

clerical sexual abuse in Vancouver. See .Recommendation #30

Objectives Still Outstanding
�� Archdiocesan employees are still filling this role while a full victim/survivor support system is being

developed. See .Recommendation #4

�� The two independent investigators are working through the files of accused clerics and can bring in other

support resources as needed. See .Recommendation #10

�� The pandemic has delayed parish-based training but remote education and tracking has continued. See

.Recommendation #14

�� Several priest performance review programs have been analyzed but none have yet been implemented. See



.Recommendation #15

�� Priests have been identified for training to become “trauma-informed” resources for any victims/survivors

who wish to connect with a priest, but this system is not yet in place. See .Recommendation #18

�� A process for supporting admitted abusers yet to be finalized. No priest has volunteered to receive such

support. See .Recommendation #22

�� No parish-based clergy abuse response events have occurred in 2020 but post-pandemic events are being

planned based on the listening session model established in Victoria. See .Recommendation #23

�� The first All Survivors Day prayer service was held on November 3rd at Holy Rosary Cathedral. Unfortunately,

the event was planned late and had insu�cient victim/survivor input. Planning for a more e�ective 2021

event will begin in the spring. See .Recommendation #24

�� A committee to explore ways to address the problem of clericalism has been discussed but has not yet been

formed. See .Recommendation #25

Additional Updates
�� Policy regarding clerics who father children. The decision was made that any policy would apply only to

future cases in which clergy members have fathered children. For past cases, support and obligations have

already been established. From 2019 on, the review board will determine the degree to which such priests

should be restricted from active ministry and whether they should be encouraged to seek laicization. This has

been a di�cult decision to reach but was done so after speaking with people directly a�ected by these

situations. See .Recommendation #11

�� In the November 2019 Report, was accidentally misstated. The full recommendation

should read, 

 While three

members of the IWG were selected from the former Case Review Committee, the IWG is committed to

increasing input from independent sources, including other members of the former CRC.

recommendation #31 

““As a “bold step” in the interest of the “greater transparency” that you [Archbishop Michael

Miller] wrote about in your letter of February 20, 2019, with the goal of “foster(ing) greater trust” and

“invit(ing) more input for change” this Committee proposes a group that will meet quarterly whose

responsibility it is to review and report on Archdiocese progress in responding to the abuse crisis. These

reports will be made public. For the sake of continuity, members of that committee should include (but not

be limited to) some representatives of this Clerical Sexual Abuse Case Review Committee.”

Priest Sexual Abuse Update

 was born in 1919 and ordained in 1945. He served at the following parishes in the Archdiocese
of Vancouver:
Fr. John Edward Kilty

�� Holy Rosary Cathedral, Vancouver: 1945 - 1946

�� Stella Maris Missions: 1946 -1948

�� St. Edmund’s, North Vancouver: 1946 - 1948

�� Holy Trinity, North Vancouver: 1948 - 1982

�� Sts. Peter & Paul, Vancouver: 1982 - 1983

Fr. Kilty died in 1983.Twenty years later, in 2003, an allegation of sexual assault of a minor was received from a man
and another allegation by a different man was received shortly after. The families involved received counselling and a
financial settlement was reached with one party. Another allegation was brought forward in 2013 by a family who
believed that their son had been abused, but the person involved decided not to proceed with a claim. In November
of 2019, after the publication of the Report on Clergy Abuse, another man came forward with an allegation of sexual
abuse when he was a minor in the 1970s. Representatives of the archdiocese met with the man, heard his personal
story, and offered him counselling services and other support. In October of 2020 a new allegation was brought
forward in a lawsuit alleging sexual abuse of a minor in the 1970s.



 was born in Germany in 1916, ordained in 1953, and served at the following parishes in the
Archdiocese of Vancouver:
Fr. Johannes Holzapfel

1. St. Patrick’s, Vancouver: 1955 
2. St. Joseph’s, Powell River: 1955 - 1956

He left the archdiocese to go to Mexico.

3. St. Margaret’s, Ocean Falls: 1958 - 1960 
4. St. Patrick’s, Vancouver: 1960 
5. Our Lady of Good Hope, Hope: 1960 - 1963 
6. St. Joseph’s, Squamish: 1963

He took medical leave after refusal of assignment.

7. St. John the Apostle, Vancouver: 1965 - 1966 
8. St. Margaret’s, Ocean Falls: 1966 - 1967

He requested a leave of absence and release from his priestly vows in Jan 1967. The leave of absence was granted.

He worked at St. Mary’s, Vancouver, and at Youville Residence, Vancouver, from 1967.

9. St. Ann’s, Abbotsford: 1972 - 1974

He returned to Germany in 1974 and was then incardinated in the Diocese of Aachen. Fr. Holzapfel died in early
1997. Shortly after, the archdiocese received an allegation of physical and sexual abuse of a minor. A financial
settlement was reached.

 was born in 1916 and ordained in 1945. As a Franciscan priest, he served at the following
parish in the Archdiocese of Vancouver:
Fr. Armand Frechette

Our Lady of Lourdes, Coquitlam: 1953 - 1970

Fr. Frechette died in 1971. In 1999, a complaint of “improper sexual behaviour” against an unnamed Franciscan priest
resulted in a financial settlement. It is now believed that this settlement involved abuse carried out by Fr. Frechette.
In early 2020, the archdiocese received an allegation of abuse of a minor by Fr. Frechette. The abuse of the then 9 or
10-year-old boy was believed to have occurred in the mid 1950s. The reporting person has been offered counselling
and has received a financial settlement to his claim.

Conclusion
Some past accusations have been very difficult to assess based on several factors but we will continue to work
towards clarity and justice for victims/survivors. Currently, remaining cases fall into the following categories.

�� Some clergy files, mostly from the 1960s-80s, have been referred to independent investigators for further

review.

�� Victims/survivors with settlement agreements must give permission before publication can occur. Some are

still being contacted and other discussions are on-going.

�� Several other cases from 40-50 years ago are in legal processes so we are unable to comment further at

present.



This year, the pandemic negatively affected our schedule for investigations, meetings, and other in-person events
that assist in making progress towards fully implementing the recommendations. We hope that 2021 will offer the
opportunity to make better progress and engage more fully with victims/survivors and others within the Church and
the broader community.

Click here to download the 2020 Update Report on Clergy Sexual Abuse

What can we help you find? 

Catholic Vancouver

4885 Saint John Paul II Way Vancouver BC V5Z 0G3  

Phone:  Fax: 604 683 0281 604 683 4288

        

Parishes & Mass Times

Ministries & O�ces

About Us

JPII Centre

Contact

Newsletter

Catholic Faith

Archbishop Miller

Priorities & Goals

Policies and Procedures

Job Opportunities

Abuse Crisis

Proclaim

Behold

Schools and Colleges

Cemetery

Catholic News

Catholic Directory

The Archdiocese of Vancouver acknowledges that the land on which we gather and work is the unceded territory of the Coast Salish Peoples, including the territories of the Musqueam, Squamish and

Tsleil-Waututh Nations.

Clergy Webmail Privacy Policy Terms Made with  and Glass Canvas Tilma
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Report on Clergy Sexual Abuse Update

Introduction

In late 2019, the Archdiocese of Vancouver published a report 

on the historical cases of clergy sexual abuse in the archdiocese. 

While the subject and findings are troubling for many, the 

response received was positive overall, and much good has come 

from the steps taken. Subsequent to the Report, 13 previously 

unknown victims/survivors have come forward and reported 

their experiences. In most cases, meetings with representatives of 

the Archdiocese have taken place and support services, including 

counselling, have been offered.

We understand that some people think that we should speak less 

about this issue because it may seem that it feeds into an “anti-

faith” narrative. Moreover, the vast majority of reported abuse 

cases occurred between the 1960s through the 1980s. Others, 

including some victims/survivors, think that we are still not doing 

enough to address the issue and they remind us that recent and 

future cases may yet come to light. 

We believe that greater transparency allows us to reach and care 

for more victims/survivors while increasing vigilance and safe 

environments within our parishes. Catholics are called to accept 

the hard truth of clerical sexual abuse and to live lives of charity 

and mercy, especially reaching out to the most suffering among us. 

We ask for your prayers and patience as the Archdiocese does its 

best to address this painful issue effectively and with compassion.

Archbishop J. Michael Miller stated, “We again want to  

acknowledge the deep suffering of the victims and their loved 

ones and I apologize to each of them for the trauma caused by the 

abuse by a priest. They are in my prayers.”

UPDATE
The Implementation Working Group (“IWG”) was formed to assist 
in the development and application of solutions proposed in the Case 
Review Committee’s (“CRC”) final report, dated Nov. 25, 2019. (The 
report can be found online at rcav.org/abuse-crisis/abuse-report). 

A number of the 31 recommendations were already implemented by 
that date; many are still in progress. Below is a list of three categories:

1. Objectives with significant progress made.

2. Objectives that are mostly still outstanding. 

3. Additional updates.

If you or someone you know has experienced 

clergy sexual abuse, we encourage you to report it 

and take a step towards the healing and care you 

deserve. Our primary concern is your well-being. 

We are here to support you in any way we can with 

your mental, relational and/or spiritual needs.

While an accurate and transparent reporting 

process of abuse is important, our top priority is 

that you receive the care and support you deserve. 

No matter how long ago the abuse may have 

occurred, we encourage you to come forward. 

If you want to speak with an independent social 

worker, please call (604) 363-7338. The people 

providing this service will compassionately listen 

to you and outline some possible options for care.

We are aware that many victims/survivors and 

their families have little or no connection with 

the Catholic church. But for those who choose 

to approach us, we are committed to offering 

you the compassion, respect and path towards 

the deeper healing that you deserve. You are not 

alone and people within the Catholic commu-

nity deeply want to help. We understand how 

much courage it takes to report your experience 

and we sincerely hope that each victim will con-

sider coming forward. 

DECEMBER 14, 2020
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Progress since the November 2019 Report on Clergy Sexual Abuse
1. An independent Intake Office has been 

established. See Recommendation #1. 

2. The Review Board has been reconstituted 
to have a lay chairwoman and a lay 
majority. See Recommendation #2.

3. Updated policies are almost finished 
and will encourage and protect people 
bringing allegations forward. See 
Recommendation #5.

4. All known memorials honouring priests 
known to have abused, have been removed. 
In several cases, victims/survivors found 
and reported memorials the Archdiocese 
had missed. See Recommendation #8.

5. All known online/public references and 
celebrations of priests known to have 
abused have been removed, but with more 
than 100 years of newspaper coverage and 
more than 30 years of online material, 

we are aware that more may exist. See 
Recommendation #9.

6. An ad hoc seminary committee has 
been formed and is meeting regularly to 
recommend improvements to the seminary 
application and formation process. See 
Recommendation #19.

7. The Archdiocese appointed its first 
female Chancellor and hired several 
other women in leadership positions. See 
Recommendation #26.

8. The Canadian Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (CCCB) established the Standing 
Committee for Responsible Ministry and 
the Protection of Minors and Vulnerable 
Persons to oversee the improvement 
of Safe Environment policies, work 
towards a national response to clergy 
sexual abuse, and establish systems to 
increase accountability for bishops. See 

Recommendation #27.

9. This CCCB committee has selected a 
national system for reporting sexual abuse 
by bishops and has committed to improved 
information sharing nationally. See 
Recommendation #28.

10. The Archdiocese has contacted all religious 
orders and communities who have 
sent clerics to work in Vancouver. The 
majority have responded and provided 
the information requested and the 
remainder will not be able to send a cleric 
until the information is received. See 
Recommendation #29.

11. The Archdiocese has shared all available 
information with religious orders who have 
members accused of clerical sexual abuse in 
Vancouver. See Recommendation #30.

Objectives Still Outstanding

Additional Updates

1. Archdiocesan employees are still filling 
this role while a full victim/survivor 
support system is being developed. See 
Recommendation #4.

2. The two independent investigators are 
working through the files of accused clerics 
and can bring in other support resources as 
needed. See Recommendation #10. 

3. The pandemic has delayed parish-based 
training but remote education and tracking 
has continued. See Recommendation #14.

4. Several priest performance review programs 
have been analyzed but none have yet been 

implemented. See Recommendation #15.

5. Priests have been identified for training to 
become “trauma-informed” resources for 
any victims/survivors who wish to connect 
with a priest, but this system is not yet in 
place. See Recommendation #18.

6. A process for supporting admitted 
abusers yet to be finalized. No priest has 
volunteered to receive such support. See 
Recommendation #22.

7. No parish-based clergy abuse response 
events have occurred in 2020 but post-
pandemic events are being planned based 

on the listening session model established 
in Victoria. See Recommendation #23.

8. The first All Survivors Day prayer service 
was held on November 3rd at Holy Rosary 
Cathedral. Unfortunately, the event was 
planned late and had insufficient victim/
survivor input. Planning for a more 
effective 2021 event will begin in the 
spring. See Recommendation #24.

9. A committee to explore ways to address 
the problem of clericalism has been 
discussed but has not yet been formed. See 
Recommendation #25.

1. Policy regarding clerics who father children. The decision was made that 
any policy would apply only to future cases in which clergy members have 
fathered children. For past cases, support and obligations have already been 
established. From 2019 on, the review board will determine the degree to 
which such priests should be restricted from active ministry and whether they 
should be encouraged to seek laicization. This has been a difficult decision to 
reach but was done so after speaking with people directly affected by these 
situations. See Recommendation #11. 
 
 
 
 

2. In the November 2019 Report, recommendation #31 was accidentally 
misstated. The full recommendation should read, ““As a “bold step” in 
the interest of the “greater transparency” that you [Archbishop Michael 
Miller] wrote about in your letter of February 20, 2019, with the goal 
of “foster(ing) greater trust” and “invit(ing) more input for change” this 
Committee proposes a group that will meet quarterly whose responsibility 
it is to review and report on Archdiocese progress in responding to the 
abuse crisis. These reports will be made public. For the sake of continuity, 
members of that committee should include (but not be limited to) some 
representatives of this Clerical Sexual Abuse Case Review Committee.” 
While three members of the IWG were selected from the former Case 
Review Committee, the IWG is committed to increasing input from 
independent sources, including other members of the former CRC. 

DECEMBER 14, 2020
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INTRODUCTION

31 RECOMMENDATIONS 

PROGRESS SINCE THE DECEMBER 2020 UPDATE 

OBJECTIVES STILL OUTSTANDING

CORRECTIONS AND UPDATES SECTION 

NAMES FOR PUBLICATION

CLASS ACTION LAWSUIT REGARDING CLERICAL SEXUAL ABUSE 

CLASS ACTION LAWSUIT REGARDING ABUSE AT VANCOUVER COLLEGE AND ST. THOMAS MORE COLLEGIATE 

ADDITIONAL CASES 

CONCLUSION 

HOW DO YOU RECOGNIZE CLERICALISM?

Click here to download the June 2021 IWG Update

Introduction
With the goal of providing better care for victims, improving reporting systems and increasing transparency,
Archbishop J. Michael Miller, CSB, is committed to publishing regular updates regarding the implementation of the
recommendations received from the  (CRC) in late 2019. The 
(“IWG”) oversees this work and will publish progress reports each June and November for the foreseeable future.

Case Review Committee Implementation Working Group

The process is bearing fruit. This report shares both positive developments as well as ongoing challenges. In
addition, we have been sharing our resources and strategies with other dioceses in Canada.

This work is critical to helping people heal who have been deeply affected by clergy abuse. The Church is firmly
committed to addressing clerical sexual abuse and underlying contributing factors fully and honestly. Our goal is to
put an end to clerical sexual abuse.

31 Recommendations 
You can find the full text of all the recommendations at .rcav.org/abuse-crisis/abuse-report/2019#recommendations

Progress Since the December 2020 Update 
�� The O�ce of Victim/Survivor Support began operating on July 20, 2020. Since then, services have been

expanded to include the Dioceses of Victoria, Kamloops, and Prince George. See .Recommendation #1

�� The reconstituted Review Board is chaired by Suzanne Nixon and comprises a majority of lay people. More on

the Board’s members and mandate will be available in an upcoming publication. See .Recommendation #2

�� All files related to clerical sexual abuse are now centrally located at the John Paul II Pastoral Centre and can

be accessed by the lay Chair of the Review Board. See .Recommendation #6

�� The IWG and the Archbishop have committed to publishing progress reports twice a year in June and

November. See .Recommendation #7

�� Updated Safe Environment policies took e�ect on March 31, 2021 and can be reviewed . See

.

here

Recommendation #12

�� All allegations of sexual misconduct involving a cleric and an adult are now forwarded to the Review Board.

See .Recommendation #16

 LO G  I N SIGN UPCATHOLIC VANCOUVER



�� Fr. Bryan Duggan, a priest of the Archdiocese, recently completed his Doctorate in Clinical Psychology and

will begin to form a team of trauma-informed clerics. See .Recommendation #18

�� The ad hoc Seminary Committee continues to discern, discuss, and propose recommendations related to the

application and formation process of archdiocesan seminarians. The Committee consists of ten members

and includes lay persons and religious, both male and female, and clerics. See .Recommendation #19

�� A committee to address clericalism began meeting in March 2021. Its task is to study this recommendation

and propose practical measures to address clericalism in our local Church. The committee consists of 8

members and includes lay, religious, and clergy, including two members of the CRC that made the original

recommendation. See .Recommendation #25

��� The CCCB, through the work of its Standing Committee for Responsible Ministry and the Protection of Minors

and Vulnerable Persons, recently launched a third-party reporting service through . This system

receives allegations of abuse and/or coverups by bishops in Canada. See .

Clearview

Recommendation #28

Objectives Still Outstanding
�� At this time, archdiocesan sta� are filling the role of accompanying those individuals who report abuse,

based on the victim/survivor preferences. Reporters guide the process in terms of the frequency of

communication desired, what resources they wish or need to access, and ongoing updates. The continued

development and implementation of a comprehensive Victim/Survivor Care plan is ongoing. See

.Recommendation #4

�� The Archdiocese does not yet have access to files of all priests from religious communities who have served

here. See .Recommendation #6

�� A review of archdiocesan files of all clerics will be undertaken by a third party. This will include a review of

priests from religious who served in the Archdiocese. See .Recommendation #10

�� A system for annual performance reviews has not been completed or implemented. See 

.

Recommendation

#15

�� (While almost all known abusers are deceased), no known living abusers have accepted the o�er of a

support and accountability circle. See .Recommendation #22

�� Based on the model developed by the Diocese of Victoria, we are preparing for listening circles to commence

once parishes are fully re-opened after the pandemic. See .Recommendation #23

Corrections and Updates Section 
The IWG wishes to correct the November 2019 and 2020 reports that implied the CRC reviewed all the clerical sexual
abuse related files. This was not the case. Some members of the Committee reviewed the files and orally presented
summaries covering a selection of the files and the information therein to the Committee members. Other issues
involving abusive forms of misconduct were only discussed in general terms.

Update: Fr. Johannes Holzapfel

Fr. Johannes Holzapfel was born in Germany on August 2, 1923 and ordained in 1953, after partial studies in
Germany and one year at Christ the King Seminary. He served at the following parishes and in the following roles in
the Archdiocese of Vancouver:

�� Corpus Christi, Vancouver: 1953

�� St. Patrick’s, Vancouver: 1955

�� St. Joseph’s, Powell River: 1955–1956

�� Left the Archdiocese to go to Mexico for missionary work

�� St. Margaret’s, Ocean Falls: 1958-1960

�� St. Patrick’s, Vancouver: 1960

�� Our Lady of Good Hope, Hope: 1960–1963



y

�� St. Joseph’s, Squamish: 1963

�� Medical leave after refusal of assignment

��� St. John the Apostle, Vancouver: 1965-1966

��� St. Margaret’s, Ocean Falls: 1966-1967

��� He requested a leave of absence and release from his priestly vows in Jan 1967. The leave of absence was

granted but the release from vows was not considered until after the leave ended.

��� He worked as a volunteer at St. Mary’s, Vancouver and at Youville Residence, Vancouver from 1967 until 1972.

��� St. Ann’s, Abbottsford: 1972–1974

��� He returned to Germany in 1974. He worked in Paderborn and Aachen but was still incardinated in Vancouver.

Holzapfel died in Germany in early 1997. One victim/survivor came forward in the 1990’s and another in 2007. Both
reports related to his time spent in St. Mary’s Parish, Vancouver, in the 1960s and included allegations of physical and
sexual abuse of a minor. The Archdiocese provided counselling to, and reached financial settlements with, the
victim/survivors. In addition, a member of the CRC received an allegation from someone reporting abuse while
Holzapfel was in Port Alice BC in the 1950s. The person remembers sharing her experiences with someone at her
church in 1986; she reported feeling dismissed and even being told that she was vindictive for raising the issue. This
person recently died. While the Archdiocese does not have a record of this interaction, we want to share her story.

Update: Paul Blancard 

Paul Blancard, formerly a priest in the Archdiocese of Vancouver, was profiled in the 2019 report. In March of 2021, a
new lawsuit was brought forward by another person; the case is currently before the Court.

Names for Publication

was born in Edmonton and studied to become a Jesuit. When he did not complete his final vows
with the Order, he was ordained a priest on June 21, 1957, in Montreal. After a period teaching at a Residential
School in Spanish, Ontario he was incardinated in Vancouver in 1962.

 Fr. Roland Joncas

He served at the following parishes and in the following roles in the Archdiocese of Vancouver:

�� Holy Rosary Cathedral, Vancouver: 1961

�� St. Mary’s, Chilliwack: 1962 to 1963

�� St. Joseph’s, Powell River: 1963 to 1965

�� Our Lady of Good Counsel, Surrey: 1966-1971

�� St. Joseph’s, Vancouver: 1971-1977

�� Chaplain at Mount St. Joseph’s Hospital, Vancouver: 1977-1980

�� Chaplain at the Port of Vancouver: 1980-1997

In 1992, a woman reported to the Archdiocese that Fr. Joncas had sexually abused her when she was about 10 years
old, around 1963-64. The Archdiocese provided counselling for her. Fr. Joncas died in 2000. Around 2002, the
Archdiocese became aware of another allegation regarding a potential male victim, who was also around 10 years
old at the time of the reported abuse.



was born on August 15, 1948 and became a Christian Brother in 1970s. He served at
the following parishes and in the following roles in the Vancouver area:
Br. Edward Patrick English, CFC 

�� Sunday School Teacher at St. Michael’s Parish, Burnaby: 1978

�� Teacher at STM in Burnaby and VC in Vancouver: 1976 to 1987

In 1989, Br. English was charged with abuse of minors at St. Thomas More Collegiate. During the proceedings, it was
proven that his previous abuse at the Mount Cashel orphanage had been known to local government and law
enforcement, but all parties reached an agreement requiring Br. English to leave the province. He received
“treatment” before the Christian Brothers transferred him to BC, without informing the Archdiocese of his past abuse.
He taught here up until the time of his arrest. The Archdiocese of Vancouver did not appoint or employ teachers at

schools run by the Christian Brothers. A new class action lawsuit related to sexual abuse at certain Christian Brothers
schools was filed in February 2021 and is currently before the courts. A further update on this class action is
provided below.

was born on May 10, 1935, and ordained June 2, 1962, as a priest of the Archdiocese of
Edmonton. Following his education at Columbia University, he served in the following role in the Archdiocese of
Vancouver:

Fr. Frederick Robert Nielsen 

�� Counsellor at local high schools from 1967 to 1972.

In late 2013 the Archdiocese received complaints from a total of five individuals alleging sexual abuse in the 1971/72
school year. As a result, Fr. Nielsen entered into a settlement agreement and immediately ceased his ministry.

was born in Edmonton on May 16, 1934, and ordained June 11, 1960. He served at the
following parishes in the Archdiocese of Vancouver:

 Fr. Duncan George Goguillot

Holy Rosary Cathedral, Vancouver: 1960

St. Patrick’s, Vancouver: July 3, 1960

St. Mary’s, Chilliwack: August 1960

Holy Rosary Cathedral, Vancouver: Sept. 14, 1961

St. Andrew’s, Vancouver: Sept. 17, 1962

Our Lady of Good Counsel, Surrey: Sept 14, 1963

Immaculate Conception, Delta: July 4, 1964

St. Mary’s, Chilliwack: July 18, 1969 – April 22, 1979

Fr. Goguillot died in 2018. In March of 2020, a letter alleging abuse by Fr. Goguillot was received. In March of 2021, a
lawsuit detailing the allegations was filed. The reporting person was an 11–13-year-old boy at the time. Due to this
case being before the Court, no further comment can be made at this time.

was born in Oakland, California on November 18, 1948 and ordained at Holy
Rosary Cathedral on June 24, 1983. He served at the following parishes and in the following roles in the Archdiocese
of Vancouver:

Fr. William Crawford Mendenhall 



�� Holy Rosary Cathedral, Vancouver: 1983-1986

�� Director, Catechetics O�ce, Vancouver: 1983-1986

�� St. Anthony of Padua, Vancouver: 1986-1992

�� Chaplain to Missionaries of Charity: 1988

�� Russian Mission: January 1992

�� St. Stephen’s, North Vancouver: 1992-1993

�� Chaplain to St Thomas Aquinas High School, North Vancouver: 1992-1993

�� Mission to Russia: August 1993

�� St. Ann’s, Abbottsford: 1995-1997

��� Director of Religious Instruction at St. John Brebeuf RSS, Abbotsford: 1996

��� Mission to Russia: 1997-1998

��� Sts. Joachim & Ann, Aldergrove: 1999-2003

In 1998, the Archdiocese received an allegation of “sexual misconduct involving an adult man.” When confronted
with this allegation, Fr. Mendenhall admitted that “it might have occurred.” Counselling and a financial settlement
were provided, and Fr. Mendenhall agreed to certain restrictions in his ministry. In 2003, a second man came forward
with a similar allegation. After an investigation, Fr. Mendenhall admitted to the facts of the case and resigned from
Sts. Joachim and Ann. He abruptly ceased prescribed “assessment and treatment”, abandoned his ministry and left
the country shortly after. He was laicized in 2019 after having been absent from his post for years.

Class Action Lawsuit Regarding Clerical Sexual Abuse 
In 2020, the Archdiocese was served with a Notice of a Class Action lawsuit on behalf of any victims of clerical sexual
abuse during a time horizon which is yet to be determined. While a Fr. Conaghan was named, the Archdiocese has
not received any additional complaints regarding this priest and people participating in this legal action will be able
to name other clergy members. We will provide updates as the class is defined and the suit progresses.

Class Action Lawsuit Regarding Abuse at Vancouver College
and St. Thomas More Collegiate 
In 2021, the Archdiocese was served with a Notice of a Class Action lawsuit on behalf of any victims of sexual abuse
by the Christian Brothers who worked at their two local high schools between the years of 1963 to present. Br.
Edward English (profile above) was named as an accused and other Brothers may be added. The Archdiocese has
never operated these two schools. The action is currently before the courts. We will provide updates as the suit
progresses.

Additional Cases 
Two additional cases are in settlement discussions and legal processes are ongoing. We will not disclose the alleged
offenders at this time out of respect for the victim/survivors’ process. We anticipate addressing these cases in the
November 2021 report.

Conclusion 
We recognize that priests who continued in ministry after the receipt of allegations should not have been allowed to
do so. Thanks to the work of the CRC and other groups, we have been able to improve care for victim/survivors and
implement better systems to create safe environments for everyone in our communities. We understand that we
have much work to do in order to regain trust and make greater progress in our communities.

As an ongoing part of the work against clerical sexual abuse, the Archdiocese continues to encourage victims of
abuse to come forward and report their experiences to the Office of Victim/Survivor Support which can be reached
at (604) 363-7338 or at 1-800–968-3146 as well as to civil authorities. We thank the survivors who have spoken out.
We recognize how much courage it takes and we appreciate your strength in shedding light on this history.



If you would like to share ideas regarding how we can better care for victim/survivors, please feel free to write us at
.CareForVS@rcav.org

Click here to download the 2021 Implementation Working Group Update

How do you recognize clericalism?

In November of 2019, the  made 31 recommendations for preventing and
investigating sexual abuse in the Archdiocese of Vancouver. In particular,  called for “…the
immediate establishment of a leadership team comprised of lay, religious and clergy to prayerfully explore the
development of an Archdiocese-wide plan” to combat “the inherent evil of clericalism” within both the laity and
clergy of the Archdiocese.

Report on Clerical Sexual Abuse
recommendation #25

This recommendation requires the development of “…a strategy for developing and maintaining a Church which
more fully reflects the spirit of Vatican II ( and , for example)” as individuals,
communities, and as an institution.

Lumen gentium  Apostolicam actuositatem

Archbishop J. Michael Miller, CSB, created a committee to study the problem of clericalism. The new committee’s task
is to study this recommendation and propose practical measures to reduce clericalism in our archdiocese. The
committee includes lay, religious, and clergy. This membership includes two members of the 
that made the original recommendation.

Case Review Committee

To ensure that it has clear focus, the committee has come up with a working definition of clericalism:

Clericalism is a misplacement of responsibility with little or no accountability of the ordained ministers and lay

faithful in the people God. This leads the faithful and ordained clergy to expect that ordained ministers are better
than and should rule over everyone else among the People of God which further leads to abuses of power and

hinders the universal call to holiness and the mission of evangelization.

 

The committee plans to make practical suggestions that will help our local church establish right relationship
between the clergy and laity so that we can all better work together to build God’s Kingdom. In doing so, we must
retain what is positive in the exercise of the priestly vocation and its relationship with the laity while working against
attitudes and practices that have led to, among other things, abuse.

Our entire community, the laity and clergy, need to understand that we are all part of the problem – and therefore
are all part of the solution. On the one hand, some pastors try to reserve all decisions on all matters to themselves,
and, on the other hand, too often the lay faithful let their pastor make all the decisions.  Neither is healthy for the life
of the Church. Priests should understand that their desire to serve does not mean , that one of the
primary responsibilities of leadership is to find, encourage and develop leaders within the parish community.
Likewise, the laity cannot avoid the responsibilities proper to their own vocation as baptized Christians.  

doing everything

We recognize that in life, achieving “balance” is fundamental. There have been times in the Church’s history where
the relationship between the clergy and the laity has become totally unbalanced. We need to recognize that to a
significant degree the Church’s problems – abuse and other scandals – are a consequence of that imbalance and that
it is “our” problem as a church, not simply a problem for the clergy to solve - an attitude which embeds clericalist
attitudes even further. 

Pope Francis has called for a Church-wide adoption of from top to bottom – papacy to parish, bishop to
parishioner, including all clerics in-between. In his August 2018 “Letter to the People of God,” Pope Francis defines

as the antithesis of : “If, in the past, the response was one of omission, today we want solidarity,
in the deepest, most challenging sense, to become our way of forging present and future history….Consequently, the
only way we have to respond to this evil [of clericalism] that has darkened so many lives is to experience it as a task
regarding all of us as the People of God.”

solidarity 

solidarity  clericalism

The committee is working to find practical, measurable, and meaningful ways of putting the Pope’s words into
practice throughout the Archdiocese. Together we will seek to bring balance, solidarity, and joy to the life of our
Church remembering that we have all been called to holiness as members baptized into the priesthood of Christ.
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Report on Clergy Sexual Abuse Update

Introduction
With the goal of providing better care for victims, 
improving reporting systems and increasing 
transparency, Archbishop J. Michael Miller, CSB, is 
committed to publishing regular updates regarding 
the implementation of the recommendations received 
from the Case Review Committee (CRC) in late 
2019 (rcav.org/abuse-crisis/abuse-report/2019#crc). 
The Implementation Working Group (“IWG”) (rcav.
org/abuse-crisis/abuse-report/2019#iwg) oversees this 
work and will publish progress reports each June and 
November for the foreseeable future.

The process is bearing fruit. This report shares both 
positive developments as well as ongoing challenges. 
In addition, we have been sharing our resources and 
strategies with other dioceses in Canada.

This work is critical to helping people heal who have 
been deeply affected by clergy abuse. The Church is 
firmly committed to addressing clerical sexual abuse 
and underlying contributing factors fully and honestly. 
Our goal is to put an end to clerical sexual abuse.

31 Recommendations

You can find the full text of all the recommendations at rcav.org/abuse-crisis/abuse-report/2019#recommendations

Progress since the December 2020 Update
1. The Office of Victim/Survivor 

Support began operating on July 20, 
2020. Since then, services have been 
expanded to include the Dioceses 
of Victoria, Kamloops, and Prince 
George. See Recommendation #1.

2. The reconstituted Review Board is 
chaired by Suzanne Nixon and comprises 
a majority of lay people. More on 
the Board’s members and mandate 
will be available in an upcoming 
publication. See Recommendation #2.

3. All files related to clerical sexual abuse 
are now centrally located at the John 
Paul II Pastoral Centre and can be 
accessed by the lay Chair of the Review 
Board. See Recommendation #6.  

4. The IWG and the Archbishop have 
committed to publishing progress 
reports twice a year in June and 

November. See Recommendation #7.

5. Updated Safe Environment policies 
took effect on March 31, 2021 and 
can be reviewed here. (hrcav.org/
policies/361) See Recommendation #12.

6. All allegations of sexual misconduct 
involving a cleric and an adult are 
now forwarded to the Review Board. 
See Recommendation #16. 

7. Fr. Bryan Duggan, a priest of the 
Archdiocese, recently completed his 
Doctorate in Clinical Psychology and will 
begin to form a team of trauma-informed 
clerics. See Recommendation #18.

8. The ad hoc Seminary Committee 
continues to discern, discuss, and propose 
recommendations related to the application 
and formation process of archdiocesan 
seminarians.  The Committee consists 
of ten members and includes lay persons 

and religious, both male and female, 
and clerics. See Recommendation #19.

9. A committee to address clericalism began 
meeting in March 2021. Its task is to study 
this recommendation and propose practical 
measures to address clericalism in our 
local Church. The committee consists of 8 
members and includes lay, religious, and 
clergy, including two members of the CRC 
that made the original recommendation. 
See Recommendation #25.

10. The CCCB, through the work of its 
Standing Committee for Responsible 
Ministry and the Protection of Minors 
and Vulnerable Persons, recently launched 
a third-party reporting service through 
Clearview (bishopreportingsystem.
ca). This system receives allegations of 
abuse and/or coverups by bishops in 
Canada. See Recommendation #28. 

JUNE 28, 2021
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Class Action Lawsuit Regarding Clerical Sexual Abuse

Additional Cases

Class Action Lawsuit Regarding Abuse at Vancouver College 
and St. Thomas More Collegiate

In 2020, the Archdiocese was served with a Notice of a Class Action lawsuit on behalf of any victims of clerical sexual abuse during a time horizon which is yet 
to be determined.  While a Fr. Conaghan was named, the Archdiocese has not received any additional complaints regarding this priest and people participating 
in this legal action will be able to name other clergy members. We will provide updates as the class is defined and the suit progresses.

Two additional cases are in settlement discussions and legal processes are ongoing. We will not disclose the alleged offenders at this time out of respect for the 
victim/survivors’ process. We anticipate addressing these cases in the November 2021 report.

In 2021, the Archdiocese was served with a Notice of a Class Action lawsuit on behalf of any victims of sexual abuse by the Christian Brothers who worked 
at their two local high schools between the years of 1963 to present. Br. Edward English (profile above) was named as an accused and other Brothers may be 
added. The Archdiocese has never operated these two schools. The action is currently before the courts. We will provide updates as the suit progresses.

Conclusion
We recognize that priests who continued in ministry 
after the receipt of allegations should not have been 
allowed to do so. Thanks to the work of the CRC 
and other groups, we have been able to improve care 
for victim/survivors and implement better systems 
to create safe environments for everyone in our 
communities. We understand that we have much 
work to do in order to regain trust and make greater 
progress in our communities. 

As an ongoing part of the work against clerical sexual 
abuse, the Archdiocese continues to encourage victims  

 
of abuse to come forward and report their experiences 
to the Office of Victim/Survivor Support which can 
be reached at (604) 363- 7338 or at 1-800–968-3146 
as well as to civil authorities. We thank the survivors 
who have spoken out. We recognize how much 
courage it takes and we appreciate your strength in 
shedding light on this history.

If you would like to share ideas regarding how we can 
better care for victim/survivors, please feel free to write 
us at CareForVS@rcav.org.

JUNE 28, 2021
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INTRODUCTION

31 RECOMMENDATIONS

PROGRESS MADE SINCE THE JUNE 2021 UPDATE 

OBJECTIVES STILL OUTSTANDING

UPDATES SECTION

CONCLUSION

HELPING PRIESTS LISTEN TO SURVIVORS

WHEN TRAUMA HAS DAMAGED YOUR SENSE OF GOD

CANON LAW REVISIONS ON SEXUAL ABUSE ‘A MAJOR IMPROVEMENT ’

Click here to download the December 2021 IWG Update

Introduction
In early 2019, Archbishop Michael Miller formed a Clergy Abuse Case Review Committee to look at historical
incidents of clergy sexual abuse in the Archdiocese of Vancouver. The Committee was also asked to review systems
and policies so as to find opportunities for improvement in how victims/survivors are cared for and how abuse is
reported. A detailed report was submitted to the Archbishop and an Implementation Working Group (“IWG”) was
established to implement the approved recommendations. 

While the majority of the original 31 Recommendations submitted have now been implemented, the Archdiocese
continues to take action for victims/survivors. Lay-led reviews of any new priest abuse reports are now standard and
victims/survivors can now report their experiences to an independent office staffed with social workers and
counsellors. We are also tackling root issues like clericalism and the need for transparency to ensure that all
community members understand that priests are not in any way above the people they are called to serve. 

This update is provided as a part of the IWG’s commitment to publishing two Updates per year. While the
Archdiocese is receiving fewer new reports of abuse, extensive work still remains to be done in order to better care
for victims/survivors and increase awareness among all Catholics about clerical sexual abuse. Complacency can set
in, but as a Church we cannot let that happen. Our goal is to put an end to clerical sexual abuse.

 Our policies: rcav.org/safe-environment/policies-and-forms

31 Recommendations
Progress Made Since the June 2021 Update 

 
The Office of Victims/Survivors Support began operating on July 20, 2020, and is operating in the Archdiocese and
in three other dioceses around British Columbia. The process is regularly reviewed to ensure that it is
victims/survivors centred.

Recommendation #1: Establishing a complaint Intake Office 

 
The new Review Board, composed of a majority of lay people (which includes members who have experienced abuse
by a priest), has added new members. The Board now includes the following individuals: 

Recommendation #2: Establishing an Archdiocesan Review Board 

Suzanne Nixon, Chair

 LO G  I N SIGN UPCATHOLIC VANCOUVER



,

Sarah Ruggier-Ching

Lawrence Ho

Cathy Lins

Deacon Bruce Fraser

Gwendolyn Allison

Father Gary Franken

Mary Margaret MacKinnon and Krystal Low (rotating legal representatives) 

 
Several people have now been trained to communicate appropriately on these matters. 
Recommendation #3: Training Archdiocesan speakers

 
The IWG continues to monitor this recommendation and welcomes reports about any awards, recognition or
publication of clerical sexual abuse offenders. 

Recommendations #8 and #9: Public celebration of offenders

Progress has been made on the development of a user-friendly summary of the reporting process. This information
should be posted on-line in early 2022 and will be included in the next Update. 

Recommendation #12: Revision of policies and procedures  

 
As the pandemic has allowed, the Safe Environment Coordinator has restarted training for staff, volunteers and
parishioners at the parish level. More frequent training and education sessions at the parish and deanery levels are
being planned for 2022. 

Recommendation #14: Safe Environment training

A working group composed of people experienced in pastoral work, business and human resources is being formed
to implement an annual performance review system for priests in the Archdiocese. The initial Pastors will go through
the process in 2022.

Recommendation #15: Conducting clerical performance reviews  

All priests are receiving regular training. The most recent was a workshop led by Dr. Deborah Rodriguez. 
Recommendation #17: Clerical training  

Fr. Bryan Duggan is now working in the Archdiocese as a psychologist. His Doctorate in Clinical Psychology will allow
him to form a team of trauma-informed clerics. 

Recommendation #18: Training trauma-informed clerics  

Several training sessions and related resources have been provided to seminarians and clerics in recent months.
Ongoing human formation has been prioritized for 2022.

Recommendation #20: Training clerics and seminarians  

Objectives Still Outstanding

At this time, archdiocesan staff are still filling the role of accompanying individuals who report abuse, based on
victims/survivors preferences. A Victims/survivors Care Plan should be implemented before the next update in June
2022. 

Recommendation #4: Appointing independent resource person  

The Archdiocese does not yet have access to files of all priests from religious communities who have served here,
but more have been acquired since the last Update. We have asked the communities for all such files. 

Recommendation #6: Central storage of sexual abuse files  

A third-party review of archdiocesan files of all clerics, including priests from religious orders who served in the
Archdiocese, had begun but was paused due to the pandemic.

Recommendation #10: Conducting file reviews  

Based on the model developed by the Diocese of Victoria, the Archdiocese of Vancouver is preparing for listening
circles and educational sessions to begin once parishes are fully open after the pandemic. 

Recommendation #23: Hosting listening sessions 

The Archdiocese honoured All Survivors Day this year by supporting Victims/survivors led efforts locally.
Additionally, a day in the Spring of 2022 is being selected for a focus on education and engagement at the Parish
level.

Recommendation #24: Offering Liturgies of Healing and Reconciliation  



Updates Section
Paul Blancard Update

Paul Blancard, formerly a priest in the Archdiocese of Vancouver, was profiled in the 2019 report and again in June of
2021. Recently, an additional person reporting abuse has joined the lawsuit brought forward in March of 2021; the
case is currently before the courts. 

In 2020, the Archdiocese was served with a Notice of a Class Action lawsuit on behalf of any victims of clerical sexual
abuse during a time horizon which is yet to be determined. While a priest was named, the Archdiocese has not
received any additional complaints regarding this priest and people participating in this legal action will be able to
name other clergy members. We will provide updates as the class is defined and the suit progresses. 

Class Action Lawsuit Regarding Clerical Sexual Abuse  

In 2021, the Archdiocese was served with a Notice of a Class Action lawsuit on behalf of any victims of sexual abuse
by Christian Brothers who worked at their two local high schools between the years of 1963 to present. Bro. Edward
English was named as an accused and other brothers may be added. The action is currently before the courts, and
we will provide updates as the suit progresses.

Class Action Lawsuit Regarding Abuse at Vancouver College and St. Thomas More Collegiate  

Additional cases are in settlement discussions and/ or have legal processes that are ongoing. We will not disclose the
alleged offenders at this time out of respect for the victims/survivors’ process. We hope to address these cases in the
June 2022 report.

Additional Cases  

Conclusion
We recognize that many situations experienced decades ago would be handled very differently if a report of sexual
abuse were received today. Thanks to the work of the Case Review Committee and other groups engaged in this
critical issue, the Archdiocese has been able to improve care for victims/survivors and implement better systems to
create safer environments for everyone in our communities. As the pandemic winds down, we are also committed to
more opportunities for educational sessions, including some with opportunities for victims/ survivors to share their
stories. 

As an ongoing part of the work against clergy sexual abuse, the Archdiocese continues to encourage victims of
abuse to come forward and report their experiences to the Office of Victims/Survivors Support which can be reached
at (604) 363-7338 or at 1-800–968-3146. We thank the survivors who have spoken out. We recognize how much
courage it takes and we appreciate their strength in shedding light on this history. 

If you would like to share ideas regarding how we can better care for victims/survivors, please feel free to write us at
. CareForVS@rcav.org

Helping priests listen to survivors
By Nicholas Elbers

At the centre of Dr. Deborah Rodríguez’s ministry is a thankful appreciation for God’s grace, a survivor’s empathy,
and the belief that both laity and priests need to develop the skills necessary to help them care for survivors of
clerical sexual abuse who might come to the Church searching for healing.



clerical sexual abuse who might come to the Church searching or healing. 

Many people struggle to approach the topic of clerical abuse because of the painful feelings that it brings up. Part of
the team at Hopeful Hearts Ministry near Seattle, Dr. Rodríguez works with laity and clergy to help them understand
trauma so they can get past those feelings. In her ministry she works to give both clergy and laity a framework for
approaching survivors of sexual abuse that is grounded in sound trauma science. 

Rodríguez, who contributed to the book: Abuse of Trust: Healing from Clerical Sexual Abuse, gave a talk for priests in
the Archdiocese of Vancouver in October to help them learn best practices for receiving survivors’ stories of trauma.

Because of the stigma around trauma it can take time for priests to be comfortable discussing clerical abuse, she
said. Their vocation can make it difficult for them to approach the topic talk about it, especially when confronted
with a victim, like she is. 

“Once that a priest knows I am a survivor of clerical abuse, they go into protection mode,” she told The B.C. Catholic.
“There is always an emotional response – [they are] fearful perhaps.” Because she is so familiar with priests’
responses, she knows she has to “wait and acknowledge” that emotion from them.

Her approach to helping priests engage with and move past their discomfort is rooted in the same principles that
guide her work with trauma survivors. She says everyone has experienced some kind of trauma in their past, and
when she works with priests she is able to present herself as someone who has experienced pain and suffering, just
like them. “Once this sameness becomes the foundation of the conversation there is safety and we can move
forward,” she said. 

When survivors of clerical sexual abuse come to a church looking for healing they often report being retraumatized
by the experience. There are a variety of causes, but often it boils down to the fact that priests and other parish
workers don’t have the skills or experience necessary to deal with a traumatized individual. 

“Survivors don’t feel safe in a lot of church settings,” Rodriguez said. When they disclose their story, “they often are
retraumatized because priests and other religious are unfamiliar with how to help a survivor reveal a story.” 

Rodriguez has advice for those who want to learn to minister to trauma survivors and more fully manifest Christ in
their lives. “All you do is receive the story first.

No one has to fix anything, no one has to be a counsellor. You just receive it and sit with it for a while. You sit there
with it, then [simply say] ‘thank you for sharing that,’ then ‘what can I do, how can I help?’” 

To make the first contact a “safe” experience that leads to healing she recommends using a simple mnemonic device
called V.E.E.E.L. Validate, Empathize, Empower, Explain, and Leave the door open. 

Some simple phrases and questions illustrate each step of the process: Validate: “I have heard you, thank you for
sharing your story with me.” Empathize: “I want to understand how you are feeling / I have to be honest, this makes
me feel sad/angry/ frustrated.” Empower: “I admire your courage. How can I help you?” Explain: “This is what I
know/what I can do/ what I cannot do.” Leave the door open: “I will be here for you / I will keep you in my prayers.” 

The goal is to create an environment of safety, which is the most important thing Rodríguez wants people to
understand about dealing with people who have suffered trauma. Accepting their stories without judgment or
critique goes a long way to helping them feel comfortable, which in turn puts them on the road to healing.

When trauma has damaged your sense of God
By Nicholas Elbers

The latest addition to the Archdiocese of Vancouver’s Review Board on clerical sexual abuse cases brings not just her
background as a survivor of clerical abuse, but her professional experience working on mental health and
homelessness.

Cathy Lins



Cathy Lins’ two areas of expertise, which include collaboration with U.S. federal agencies, will be of special value to
the board, given that survivors of abuse from Canada’s residential school system often find themselves homeless in
places like Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside. 

Lins is founder of Gather My Sheep, a Wisconsin-based Catholic ministry helping abuse victims find a path back to
the Church. In a 2020 interview with The National Catholic Register, Lins said “research shows that when people are
in distress, church is the first place they turn … Unfortunately, many parishes aren’t equipped to support those

dealing with psychological trauma. I’ve heard many horror stories of the hurtful treatment people have received at
their local parish.”

As a result, they turn to yoga, nature, “anything but Jesus Christ and his Church.”

It’s because of those traumatic incidents that Lins felt inspired to help churches become places of healing. Speaking
with , Lins recounted a prayer she offered after a speaking engagement where she encountered an
overwhelming number of such negative stories. “Lord, there is a reason why you wanted me to see this. You wanted
me to see the suffering of your people … How do we make sure that [your] Church actually works as a healing
place?” 

The B.C. Catholic

Helping Catholics and priests become truly welcoming isn’t a problem of will or desire. Many churches train
missionaries to go out and welcome people into relationship with Christ. But a common theme emerges when they
encounter people with mental illness: “They come back and say, ‘we don’t know what to do.’”

Lins believes the simplest and best way for Christians to get better at ministering to those with mental health
problems is to get “mental health first aid training.” The intention is not to save people, but to stabilize them,
mentally, so they can get the professional help they might need. 

The training focuses on a few core ideas that might be familiar to people with CPR training, including doing a harm
assessment by asking, “Is this person a danger to themselves or others?” 

In mental health, watching your own mental state, or co-regulating, is important because people react to others’
emotions. “If [you are] angry and upset the other person will respond in kind,” she said. “You need to bring your
emotions down, [bring] your voice and volume down.” 

Beyond mental health, there are spiritual problems to be tackled as well, Lins said. These issues can be especially
acute among survivors of clerical abuse. “Because of their trauma, their sense of God has been damaged.” 

The sacraments can be especially difficult. Lins recounted how it took time for her to be comfortable with the
sacrament of reconciliation, sometimes feeling as though she was being locked in a small room with one of her past
tormentors. 

In a more positive recollection, Lins described working with a priest who would remove his clerical collar so she
would feel more comfortable. 

When people are taught to understand the symptoms and realities of mental illness, it helps to destigmatize their
problems, Lins said, and by understanding what is happening when someone is in emotional distress, there is less
getting in the way of loving them.

Canon law revisions on sexual abuse ‘a major improvement’
By B.C. Catholic Staff

Canon law experts in the Archdiocese of Vancouver are welcoming changes to Church legislation that respond with a
more victim-centred approach to sexual abuse of children by members of the Church. 

The revisions to Book VI of the Code of Canon Law take effect Dec. 8, the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, and
were announced May 31 through Pope Francis’ apostolic constitution  (“Tend the Flock of God”).
The changes were first commissioned by Pope Benedict XVI to improve the effectiveness of the code’s penalties for
sexual abuse. 

Pascite gregem Dei

The new law says crimes of sexual abuse against minors and vulnerable persons are “offences against human life,
dignity, and liberty” rather than breaches of priestly celibacy, as the previous legislation stated. 



The revisions, which also provide for canonical penalties for abuse committed by consecrated religious and lay
persons in Church leadership positions, are “a major improvement,” said canon lawyer Msgr. Gregory Smith. 

Canonists from across Canada and around the world agree “the changes to the law are welcome and will help the
Church respond effectively” to abuse in the Church, said Msgr. Smith. 

“The innovations reflect not only recent experience with abuse cases but also the new roles of the laity in Church
leadership and administration.” 

Dr. Lynda Robitaille, Dean of Theology at St. Mark’s College and the new president of the Canon Law Society of
America, said establishing that sexual abuse crimes are not only committed by priests and against minors is “an
important focus” of the new law. 

The revised law provides canonical sanctions for abuse crimes not only with a minor but also “with a person who
habitually has an imperfect use of reason or with one to whom the law recognizes equal protection.” 

The revised law provides penalties not only for clergy who commit sexual abuse but also “a member of an institute
of consecrated life or of a society of apostolic life, or any one of the faithful who enjoys a dignity or performs an
office or function in the Church.” 

In a recent presentation to U.S. bishops, Archbishop Charles Scicluna, who also serves as Adjunct Secretary for the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, indicated local diocesan bishops will be responsible for treating
allegations of clerical sexual misconduct with a vulnerable adult as a canonical crime and prosecuting them as strictly
as sexual abuse of minors. 

Offences could include coercive sexual harassment of seminarians by priests or formators as well as sexual contact
between a priest and someone employed by them or under their pastoral care. “Such cases of clerical sexual
misconduct with adults have previously been treated as moral failure, but not canonical crimes,” Robitaille said. 

The Canon Law Society of America expressed gratitude for the revisions, saying the changes were needed. 

“This reinvigoration of canon law is a welcome necessity to our member canonists’ work on behalf of the Church and
will be, as the Holy Father says, an instrument for the good of souls,” said Msgr. C. Michael Padazinski, former
president of the canon law society. 

The revised Book VI was announced on Monday, May 31, through Pope Francis’ apostolic constitution 
 (“Tend the Flock of God”). The revisions were first commissioned by Pope Benedict XVI to improve the

efficacy of the code’s penal sanctions. 

Pascite
gregem Dei

Father Joseph Le, the Judicial Vicar for the Archdiocese, Father Mark Gazin of the Marriage Tribunal, Deacon Bruce
Fraser of the Archdiocesan Review Board, and Msgr. Smith have been taking part in webinars on the revised penal
law presented by St. Paul University’s canon law faculty. 

With C th li N A fil

Msgr. Gregory Smith

Dr. Lynda Robitaille
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10   |   UPDATE ON CLERGY SEXUAL ABUSE

31 Recommendations

Progress Made Since the June 2021 Update

Recommendation #1: Establishing 
a complaint Intake Office
The Office of Victims/Survivors Support began operating 
on July 20, 2020, and is operating in the Archdiocese and in 
three other dioceses around British Columbia. The process 
is regularly reviewed to ensure that it is victims/survivors 
centred.

Recommendation #2: Establishing an 
Archdiocesan Review Board 
The new Review Board, composed of a majority of lay people 
(which includes members who have experienced abuse by a 
priest), has added new members. The Board now includes 
the following individuals:

• Suzanne Nixon, Chair
• Sarah Ruggier-Ching
• Lawrence Ho
• Cathy Lins
• Deacon Bruce Fraser
• Gwendolyn Allison
• Father Gary Franken
• Mary Margaret MacKinnon and Krystal 

Low (rotating legal representatives)

Recommendation #3: Training Archdiocesan speakers 
Several people have now been trained to communicate 
appropriately on these matters. 

Recommendations #8 and #9: Public 
celebration of offenders 
The IWG continues to monitor this recommendation 
and welcomes reports about any awards, recognition or 
publication of clerical sexual abuse offenders.

Recommendation #12: Revision of 
policies and procedures
Progress has been made on the development of a user-
friendly summary of the reporting process. This information 
should be posted on-line in early 2022 and will be included 
in the next Update. 

Recommendation #14: Safe Environment training
As the pandemic has allowed, the Safe Environment 
Coordinator has restarted training for staff, volunteers and 
parishioners at the parish level. More frequent training and 
education sessions at the parish and deanery levels are being 
planned for 2022. 

Recommendation #15: Conducting 
clerical performance reviews
A working group composed of people experienced in pastoral 
work, business and human resources is being formed to 
implement an annual performance review system for priests 
in the Archdiocese. The initial Pastors will go through the 
process in 2022. 

Recommendation #17: Clerical training
All priests are receiving regular training. The most recent 
was a workshop led by Dr. Deborah Rodriguez.

Recommendation #18: Training trauma-informed clerics
Fr. Bryan Duggan is now working in the Archdiocese as a 
psychologist. His Doctorate in Clinical Psychology will 
allow him to form a team of trauma-informed clerics. 

Recommendation #20: Training clerics and seminarians 
Several training sessions and related resources have been 
provided to seminarians and clerics in recent months. 
Ongoing human formation has been prioritized for 2022.

Objectives Still Outstanding

Recommendation #4: Appointing 
independent resource person
At this time, archdiocesan staff are still filling the role of 
accompanying individuals who report abuse, based on 
victims/survivors preferences. A Victims/survivors Care 
Plan should be implemented before the next update in June 
2022. 

Recommendation #6: Central 
storage of sexual abuse files
The Archdiocese does not yet have access to files of all priests 
from religious communities who have served here, but more 
have been acquired since the last Update. We have asked the 
communities for all such files.

Recommendation #10: Conducting file reviews
A third-party review of archdiocesan files of all clerics, 
including priests from religious orders who served in the 
Archdiocese, had begun but was paused due to the pandemic. 

Recommendation #23: Hosting listening sessions
Based on the model developed by the Diocese of Victoria, 
the Archdiocese of Vancouver is preparing for listening 
circles and educational sessions to begin once parishes are 
fully open after the pandemic.

Recommendation #24: Offering Liturgies 
of Healing and Reconciliation
The Archdiocese honoured All Survivors Day this year by 
supporting Victims/survivors led efforts locally. Additionally, 
a day in the Spring of 2022 is being selected for a focus on 
education and engagement at the Parish level. 

2019 Report on Clergy Sexual 
Abuse 

https://rcav.org/abuse-crisis/
abuse-report/2019

2020 Update Report on Clergy 
Sexual Abuse 

https://rcav.org/abuse-crisis/
abuse-report/2020

June 2021 Implementation 
Working Group Update 

https://rcav.org/abuse-crisis/
abuse-report/2021-june

You can find the full text of the 
original recommendations at 
rcav.org/abuse-crisis/abuse-

report/2019#recommendations
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